| | A 


FATHER's INSTRUCTIONS; 


CONSISTING of + 


MORAL TALES, FABLES, 


and REFLECTIONS 
——— 
PART THE FISH x 
(_ * 
— — ——— — 2 


. = 
N * 
. 
— * 
x . 
* 
. 
* 
* 
o 
—— 
* %, 
M 144 


I . * 4 3 a 


— 


Quiv puLcivs HOMINDOM GENERI A NATURA 
DATUM EST, QUAM sul CUIQUE LIBERI1 ? 


Cictro. 


&- 5 


FATHER's INSTRUCTIONS; 


CONSISTING OF 


MORAL TALES, FABLES 
AND REFLECTIONS; 
DESIGNED TO PROMOTE 

THE LOVE OF VIRTU EF, 

A TASTE FOR KN OWL IDE 
AND AN EARLY 4 WIT 
THE WORKS Or ATV SE. 

A n * 


THOMAS PERCIVAL, M. D. F. R. S. & S. A. 


* 


MEMBER OF THE MEDICAL SOCIETIES 
OF LONDON AND EDINBURGH, 
AND OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF PHYSICIANS 
AT PARIS. 


—— — 


THE FIFTH EDITION, REVISED. 


. ͤ ͤ mph mem 


WARRINGTON, 
Printed by w. ASHTON, for . JOHN$0K, St. Paul's Church-Yard, 
LONDON. 
MDCCLXXXHT 


1 0 


THE RIGHT HONOURABLE, 


* THE 


COUNTESS of STAMFORD; 


AN AMIABLE PATTERN L 
OF FILIAL PIETY, 
CONJUGAL AFFECTION, 
AND ___ LOVE; 


THESE 


MORAL TALES 
ARE INSCRIBED, ' 
AS A 
TRIBUTE OF ESTEEM AND RESPECT, - 
BY HER LADYSHIP'S 


MOST FAITHFUL, 


AND MOST OBEDIENT SERVANT, 


THE AUTHOR, 


_ 


T 


T. B. P.. ! 
J. P. &c. 


My pax CHILDREN, 


HE little preſent which 

is now offered to your 
acceptance, if it have no other 
value, will at leaſt evince the 
ſincerity and warmth of my 
affection for you. It will ſhew 
that you have been the objects 
of my fondeſt attention, and 
tendereſt ſolicitude. The buſ- 
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tle of the town, and the anxie- 
ties of an active profeſſion, have 
indeed neceſſarily diverted my 
thoughts, and at times ex- 
cluded your image from my 
mind ; but, like the bird which 
you have hunted from her neſt, 
my heart has ſoon returned to 
the place where all its pleaſing 
cares are centred. In our de- 
lightful retirement at Hart-Hill, 
every thing around me has con- 
ſpired to ſuggeſt ideas of your 
health, your happineſs, or im- 
provement. The ſetting ſun, 
the ſhady tree, the whiſpering 
breeze, or the fragrant flower, 
have alike furniſhed ſome tale 

or 
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-, or analogy; which has been ap- 
plwKied to your inſtruction. 


When you recolle& theſe 
Leſſons of Wiſdom and Virtue, 
I flatter myſelf you will aſſoci- 
ate with them the paternal en- 
dearments with which they were 
delivered; and that I ſhall live 
with honour in your memories, 
when forgotten by the world, 
and mouldering in the duft. 
Such immortality I am more 
ambitious to obtain, than all 
the fame which learning or phi- 


loſophy beſtows. 


Adieu! my dear children. 
May you be wiſe, virtuous, and 


happy 


E } 


happy! And hereafter may we 
meet, to part no more, in thoſe 
regions of the bleſſed, where 
our knowledge and felicity will 
be for ever increaſing; and 
where we ſhall enjoy together 
the glorious preſence of our 
common Father, the Parent of 
the univerſe | 


THOMAS PERCIYLVAL. 


HaART-HILIL, near MaxchgsTER, 


Auguſt 1ſt, 1775. 
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S the following Tales and Re- 
flections will fall into other 
hands beſides thoſe of the author's 
children, for whoſe uſe they were 
ſolely intended; it may be proper 
to acquaint the reader, that three 
objects of inſtruction have been pring 
cipally kept in view. The firſt and 
leading one is to refine the feelings 
of the heart, and to inſpire the mind 
with the love of moral excellence. 
And ſurely nothing can operate more 
forcibly, than ſtriking pictures of 
the 
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the beauty of virtue, and the de- 


formity of vice; which at once con- 


vince the judgment, and leave a laſt- 
ing impreſſion on the imagination. 
Dry precepts are little attended to, 


and ſoon forgotten : * And if in- 


culcated with ſeverity, they produce 
in youth an averſion to every ſubject 
of ſerious reflection; teaching them, 
as Eraſmus juſtly obſerves, virtutem 


mul odifſe et noſſe. 


The ſecond defign of this little 
work is to awaken curioſity, to ex- 
cite the ſpirit of inquiry, and to con- 
vey, in a lively and entertaining man- 
ner, a knowledge of the works of 
God. On this account, a ſtrict at- 
tention has been paid to truth and 
nature. No improbabilities are rela- 

ted ; 


- ® Longum iter per precepta ; breve et eſſicax 
per exempla. THER 


U 
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ted; and moſt of the narrations are 
conformable to the uſual courſe of 
things, or derived from the records 
of hiſtory. 


The third end propoſed, is to pro- 
mote a more early acquaintance with 
the uſe of words and idioms. Theſe 
being only the arbitrary marks of our 
ideas, ſuch as are moſt proper and ex- 
preſſive may be learned, with no leſs 
facility, than the vulgar and fami- 
liar forms of ſpeech. 


It will be acknowledged that theſe 
are highly intereſting and important 
objects; but the attainment of them 
muſt depend upon the attention of 
the learner, and the capacity of his 
parent or tutor to explain the terms, 
point out the analogies, and enforce 
the reflections which are here deli- 
vered. To the younger pupil, there- 


fore, 
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fore, every tale that is ſuited to his 
years, ſhould be made a diſtinct 
leſſon, and a reaſonable time allotted 
for the fulleſt illuſtration of it. And 
when the words, the ſubject, and 
the moral are clearly underſtood, 
his curioſity concerning whatever 
may be connected with, or ſuggeſted 
by them, ſhould be n and en- 


couraged. 


Such an early exertion of almoſt 
every faculty of the mind, cannot 
fail to enliven the imagination, 
quicken the apprehenſion, enlarge 


the underſtanding, and give ſtrength 


and ſolidity to the judgment. And 
theſe are the moſt valuable advan- 
tages which can be derived from the 
compleateſt education. For half of 
what we learn in youth is ſoon loſt 
in oblivion; and ſerves only for the 
exerciſe and improvement of our 

Capacities. 
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capacities. So limited indeed are 
the powers of memory, that every 
man of letters may apply to himſelf, 
what Dr. Bentley ſaid of Dr. Gooch, 
with a pride diſgraceful to learning, 
J have FORGOTTEN more knowledge 
than he POSSESSES. 


The compoſition of Themes ge- 
nerally forms a part of the ſyſtem 
of education in public ſchools. But 
the taſk is always irkſome to boys, 
and ſeldom well executed by them; 
becauſe a grave, didactic, and me- 
thodical diſcourſe is not ſuited to 
their taſte and genius. The writing 
of tales and fables, with moral re- 
flections, might perhaps be a more 
uſeful and entertaining exerciſe; as 
it would afford a greater latitude for 
invention, would better diſplay the 
powers of imagination, and would 
produce the happy talent of relating 


familiar 


- 
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familiar and trivial occurrences with 
eaſe and elegance. | 


No attention has been paid to 
ſyſtem, in the arrangement of the 
articles contained in this volume. 
They are placed in the order in 
which they were written ; and they 
were written at various times, as 
leiſure allowed, or as the ſubjects of 
them were ſuggeſted, by family in- 
cidents, and other fortuitous circum- 
ſtances. But though the tales are 
ſeverally adapted to certain ages and 
occaſions, it is hoped that their 
utility will not be confined within 
ſuch preciſe and narrow limits. The 
amuſements and inſtructions, even 
of early youth, are reviewed in man- 
hood with ſatisfaction and advantage. 
And as the ſame objects, at differ- 
ent periods of life, excite different 
ideas and reflections, the leſſons 


which are comprehenſible to an in- 
telligent 
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telligent boy of ten, may furniſh 
new matter to him at twenty, and 
be intereſting to others of every 
age. * 


Perhaps ſome apology may be 
thought neceſſary for the publication. 
of a work, in many reſpe&s of a 
private nature, and profeſſedly writ- 
ten by a parent, for the inſtruction 
only of his own children. The 
author chuſes not to plead, though 
he might with truth, the folicita- 
tion of his moſt judicious friends, 
who have honoured his undertaking 
with their approbation. He relies 
on the candour of the public ; con- 
ſcious that he is influenced by no 
other motive than a ſincere deſire to 


do good. And he flatters himſelf 


read in Livy,” ſays Montaigne, what | 
* another man does not; and Plutarch read in him 


« what I do not.” 
B that 
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that precepts which have flowed 
from the heart, will reach -the heart, 


and produce impreſſions on the ten- 


der minds of youth, not to be expect- 
ed from the wiſeſt maxims, delivered 
with coldneſs and indifference. 


Quamobrem,  pergite, Adoleſcentes, 


atque in ſtudia incumbite, ut et wvobis 


. Honort, et amicis utilitati, et Reipub- 


lice emolumento eſſe poſſitis.* 


— 


Cicero. 
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MOR AL 
TALES FABLES 
AN D 
REFLECTIONS. 
IDLENESS AND IRRESOLUTION 


ORACE, a celebrated Roman poet, 
relates, that a country man, Who 
wanted to pals a river, ſtood loitering on 
the banks of it, in the fooliſh expectation 
that a current ſo rapid, would ſoon dif- 

charge its waters. But the ſtream ſtill 
flowed, increaſed, perhaps, by freſh tor- - 
rents from the mountains; and it muſt 
for ever flow, becauſe the ſources from 
which it is derived are inexhauſtible. 
| 12 ; Thus 
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Thus the idle and irreſolute youth trifles 


over his books, or waſtes in play his pre- 
cious moments ; deferring the taſk of im- 
provement, which at firſt is eaſy to be ac- 
compliſhed, but which will become more 
and more difficult, the longer it be 
neglected, 


CRUELTY TO INSECTS. 
M, Melmoth, in one of his elegant 
letters, informs his friend, that the 

ſnails have had more than their ſhare of his 
peaches and nectarines this, ſeaſon ; but 
that he deems it a fort of cruelty to ſuffer 
them to be deſtroyed. It ſeems to be his 
opinion, that it is no leſs inhuman to cruſh 
to death a harmleſs inſet, whoſe only of- 
fence 1s, that he eats the food which nature 
has provided for his ſuſtenance, than it 
would be to kill a more bulky creature for 
the ſame reaſon. For the ſenſations of many 
inſets are, at leaſt, as exquiſite as thoſe 
of animals of more enlarged dimenſions, 
The millepedes rolls itſelf round upon the 
lighteſt 
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ſlighteſt touch; and the ſnail draws in her 
horns upon the firſt approach of the hand. 
Such inſtances of ſenſibility certainly con- 
firm the ohſervation of our inimitable 
Shakeſpear, who teaches us that 

---- the poor beetle which we tread upon, 


In corporal ſufferance feels a pang as great 
As when a giant dies. 


But whilſt we encourage theſe amiable 
feelings of the heart, we muſt not forget 
that humanity itſelf may be carried to an 
unreaſonable, and even ridiculous extreme. 
Mr. Bayle relates that Bellarmine, a Ro- 
miſh ſaint, patiently ſuffered the fleas, and 
other vermin, to prey upon him. Ve fball 
have Heaven, ſaid he, to reward us for aur 
ſufferings ; but theſe poor creatures have only 
the enjoyment of the preſent life. 


AFFECTION TO PARENTS. 


A* amiable youth was lamenting, in 
terms of the ſincereſt grief, the death 
of a moſt affectionate parent. His com- 


panion 
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panion endeavoured to conſole him by the 

reflection, that he had always behaved to 
the deceaſed with duty, tenderneſs, and 
reſpect. So I thought, replied the youth, 
whilſt my parent was living ; but now I 
recollect, with pain and ſorrow, many in- 
ſtances of diſobedience and neglect, for 
which, alas! it is too late to make 


atonement. 
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TAKING OF BIRD-NESTS. 


HAVE found out a pift for my fair; 
I I have found where the wood pigeons breed, 
But let me that plunder forbear ! N 
She will ſay tis a barbarous deed. ; 


For he ne er can be true, ſhe averr'd, a | 
Who can rob a poor bird of its young : [3 
And I lov'd her the more when I heard 
Such tenderneſs fall from her tongue. 


I have heard her with ſweetneſs unfold, 
How that pity was due to a dove ; 

That it ever attended the bold; 
And ſhe call'd it the ſiſter of love. 
| SHENSTONE. 2 


ON 
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ON THE SAME. 


BOY, Who was a great deſtroyer of 
neſts, had carefully preſerved. one, 
that he might enjoy the cruel pleaſure of - 
confining in a cage the poor birds, who 
had the ſame natural right to liberty with 
himſelf. A hungry cat diſcovered the 
neſt, and devoured the unfeathered brood. 
The boy bewailed his loſs, and vowed re- 
venge upon the cat; not reflecting on 
the many neſts which he had wantonly 
plundered, whilſt the cat was impelled, by 
the dictates of nature, to ſatisfy a craving 


appelite. 


TENDERNESS TO MOTHERS. 


M that parent hen, ſaid a father 
to his beloved ſon. With What 
anxious care does ſhe call together her off- 
ſpring, and cover them with her expanded 
wings! The kite is hovering in the air, 
and diſappointed of his prey, may perhaps 
| dart 
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dart upon the hen herſelf, and bear her off 


in his talons ! . 


% 


Does not this ſight ſuggeſt to you the 
tenderneſs and affection of your mother ? 
Her watchful care protected you in the 
helpleſs period of infancy, when ſhe nou- 
riſhed you with her milk, taught your 
limbs to move, and your tongue to liſp its 
unformed accents. In childhood ſhe has 
mourned over your little griefs; has re- 
Joiced in your innocent delights ; has ad- 
miniſtered to you the healing balm in ſick- 
neſs ; and has inſtilled into your mind the 
love of truth, of virtue, and of wiſdom. 
Oh! cheriſh every ſentiment of reſpect for 
ſuch a mother. She merits your warmeſt 
gratitude, eſteem, and veneration. 


— — — 
THE FOLLY OF CRYING UPON TRIFLING 
OCCASIONS, 
A LITTLE girl, who uſed to weep 
bitterly for the moſt trifling hurt, 


was one day attacked by a furious dog. 
Her 
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Her cries reached the ſervants of the fa- 
mily ; but they paid little attention to what 
they were ſo much accuſtomed to hear. It 
happened, however, very fortunately, that 
a country man paſſed by, who, with great 
humanity, reſcued the child from the de- 
vouring teeth of the dog. | 


INTEMPERANCE. 


(739% when a youth, being at the 

court of his grandfather Aſtyages, 
undertook one day to be the cup-bearer at 
table. It was the duty of this officer to 
taſte the liquor, before it was preſented to 
the king, Cyrus, without performing this 
ceremony, delivered the cup in a very grace- - 
ful manner to his grandfather. The king 
reminded him of his omiſſion, which he 
imputed to forgetfulneſs. No, replied 
Cyrus, I was afraid to taſte, becauſe I ap- 
prehended there was poiſon in the liquor : : 
For not long fince, at an entertainment 
Which you gave, I obſerved that the lords 

| SG of 
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of your court, after drinking of it, became 
noiſy, quarrelſome, and frantic. Even 
you, Sir, ſeemed to have forgotten that 
you were a king. | 
XENOPHON, | 


CRUELTY PUNISHED. 


A PACK of ravenous fox hounds were 
half ſtarved in their kennel, to ren- 
der them more furious and eager. in the 
chace; and were ſeverely laſhed every day 
by a mercileſs keeper, that they might be 
diſciplined to the ſtricteſt obſervance of his 
looks and commands. It happened that 
this petty tyrant entered the kennel with- 
out his ſcourge. The dogs obſerved his 
defenceleſs ſtate ; and inſtantly flying upon 
him, at once ſatiated their hunger and re- 
venge, by tearing him to pieces. 


W rang — a n 


Whilſt you pity the unhappy fate of 
the keeper, lament that, in a civilized 
El | country, 
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country, ſuch cruelties ſhould be exer- 
ciſed, as to give occaſion to it. 


. — — 
, LIBERALITY. 


yo» have ſeen the huſbandman ſcatter- 
ing his ſeed upon the furrowed ground! 


It ſprings up, is gathered into his barns, 
and crowns his labours with joy and plen- 
ty.---Thus the man who diſtributes his for- 
tune with generoſity and prudence, is am- 
ply repaid by the gratitude of thoſe whem 
he obliges, by the approbation of his own 
mind, and the favour of God. 


| | ” C's 


THE PERT AND THE IGNORANT ARE 
PRONE TO RIDICULE. 


Amme, of a grave deport- 
ment, was buſily engaged in blow- 

ing bubbles of ſoap and water, and was 
attentively obſerving them, as they ex- 
panded and burſt in the ſunſhine. A r 
youth fell into a fit of loud laughter, at a 
C 2 ſight 
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ſight ſo ſtrange, and which ſhewed, as he 
thought, ſuch folly and inſanity.—-Be a- 
ſhamed, young man, ſaid one who paſſed 
by, of your rudeneſs and ignorance. You 
now behold the greateſt Philoſopher of the 
age, Sir Iſaac Newton, inveſtigating the 
nature of light and colours, by a ſeries of 
experiments, no leſs curious than uſeful], 
though you deem them childiſh and inſig- 
_ nificant. 


COMPASSION TO THE POOR, 


r the ſorrows of a poor old man, 
Whoſe trembling limbs have borne him to your door, 
Whoſe days are dwindled to the ſhorteſt ſpan, 

Oh! give relief, and Heaven will bleſs your ſtore. 


Theſe tatter'd cloaths my poverty beſpeak, 

Theſe hoary locks proclaim my lengthen'd years ; 
And many a furrow in my grief-worn cheek 

Has been the channel to a flood of tears, 


Yon houſe, erected on the riſing ground, 

With tempting aſpe& drew me from my road; 
For Plenty there a refidence has found, 

And Grandeur a magnificent abode. 


Hard 
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Hard is the fate of the infirm and poor ! ; 
Here, asI crav'd a morſel of their bread, 

A pamper'd menial drove me from the door, 
To ſeek a ſhelter in an humbler ſhed. 


Oh! take me to your hoſpitable dame ; 

Keen blows the wind, and piercing is the cold4 
Short is my paſlage to the friendly tomb, 

For I am poor and miſerably old. 


Should I reveal the ſources of my grief, 
If ſoft humanity &er touch'd your breaſt, 
Your hands would not withhold the kind relief, 
And tears of pity would not be repreſt. 


13 


Heaven ſends misfortunes ; why ſhould we repine ? 
Tis Heaven has brought me to the ſtate you ſee; 


And your condition may be ſoon like mine, 
The child of ſorrow, and of miſery. 


A little farm was my paternal lot, | 
Then like the lark I ſprightly hail'd the morn ; 
But ah! oppreſſion forc'd me from my cot, 
My cattle 2 and I was my corn. 


My dau dt once the kb of my age, 
Lur'd by a villain from her native home, 
Is caſt abandon'd on the world's wide ſtage, 


And doom'd in ſcanty poverty to roam. 


C 3 PR My 
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My tender wife, ſweet ſoother of my care ! 
Struck with ſad anguiſh at the ſtern decree, 
Fell, ling'ring fell, a victim to deſpair, 
And left the world to wretchedneſs and me. 


Pity the ſorrows of a poor old man, 

Whoſe trembling limbs have borne him to your door, 
Whoſe days are dwindled to the ſhorteſt ſpan, 

Oh! give relief, and Heaven will bleſs your ſtore. 


Tur Sek, BY Ds. ExFIzLD, 


PARENTAL AFFECTION, 


i 8 uE white bear of Greenland and Spitz- 

bergen is conſiderably larger than 
the brown bear of Eyrope, or the black 
bear of North America. This animal lives 
upon fiſh, and ſeals, and is not only ſcen 
upon land in the countries bordering on 
the North Pole, but often on floats of ice, 
ſeveral leagues at ſea. The following re- 
lation is copied from the Journal of a Voy- 
age, for making Diſcoveries towards the 
North Pole, 


EaRLY in the morning, the man at 


the maſt-head of the Carcaſe, gave notice 
that 
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that three bears were making their way 
very faſt over the ice, and that they were 
directing their courſe towards the ſhip. 
They had, without queſtion, been invited 
by the ſcent of the blubber of a ſea horſe, 
killed a few days before, which the men 
had ſet on fire, and which was burning on 
the ice at the time of their approach. They 
proved to be a ſhe-bear and her two cubs ; 
but the cubs were nearly as large as the 
dam. They ran eagerly to the fire, and 
drew out from the flames part of the fleſh 
of the ſea horſe, that remained unconſum- 
ed, and ate it voraciouſly. The crew from 
the ſhip threw great lumps of the fleſh of 
the ſea horſe, which they had ſtill left, 
upon the ice, which the old bear fetched 
away ſingly, laid every lump before her 
cubs as ſhe brought it, and dividing it, 
gave each a ſhare, reſerving but a ſmall 
portion to herſelf, As ſhe was fetching. 
away the laſt piece, they levelled their 
muſkets at the cubs, and ſhot them both 
dead; andin her retreat they wounded the 
dam, but not mortally. 


C4 : It 
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It would have drawn tears of pity from 
any but unfeeling minds, to have marked 
the affectionate concern expreſſed by this 
poor beaſt, in the laſt moments of her 
expiring young. Though ſhe was ſorely 
wounded, and could but juſt crawl to the 


place where they lay, ſhe carried the lump 


of fleſh ſhe had fetched. away, as ſhe had 
done others before, tore it in pieces, and 
laid it down before them; and when ſhe 
ſaw that they refuſed to eat, ſhe laid her 
paws firſt upon one, and then upon the 
other, and endeayoured.to raiſe them up : 
all this while it was pitiful to hear her 
moan. When ſhe found ſhe could not 
ſtir them, ſhe went off, and when ſhe 
had gotten at ſome diſtance, looked back 
and moaned ; and that not availing her 
to entice them away, ſhe returned, and 
ſmelling round them, began to lick their 
wounds. She went off a ſecond time, as 
before; and having crawled a few paces, 


looked again behind her, and for fome 


time ſtood moaning. But ſtill her cubs 
not riſing to follow her, ſhe returned to 
them 
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them again, and with ſigns of inexpreſſible 
fondneſs, went round one, and round the 
other, pawing them, and moaning. Find- 
ing at laſt that they were cold and lifeleſs, 
ſhe raiſed her head towards the ſhip, 
and growled a curſe upon the murderers; 
which they returned with a volley of muſ- 
ket balls. She fell between her * and 
died, licking their wounds. 


Can you admire the maternal affection 
of the bear, and not feel in your heart the 
warmeſt emotions of - gratitude, for the 
ſtronger and more permanent tenderneſs, ' 
you have ſo long experienced from your 
parents ? 


THE FALLACY OFT EXTERNAL 
: APPEARANCE. Fl 


1 there any hidden beauty, faid Alexis 
to Euphronius, in that duſky, ill-ſhap- 
ed ſtone, which you examine with ſo much 
attention? I am admiring the wonderful 

properties 
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properties, not the beauty, replied Eu- 
phronius, which it poſſeſſes. It is by 
means of this ſtone that the mariner ſteers 
his trackleſs courſe through the vaſt ocean; 
and without it, the ſpices of the Eaſt, the 
mines of Peru, and all the luxuries which 
commerce pours into Europe, would for 
ever have remained unknown. -The cu- 
rioſity of Alexis was excited, and he was 
impatient to learn in what wonderful man- 
ner ſuch advantages could be derived from 
a ſubſtance apparently of ſo little value. 
This magnet or loadſtone, for it is 
known by both names, ſaid Euphronius, 
imparts to iron the property of ſettling it- 
ſelf, when nicely balanced, in a direction 
nearly North and South. The failor is 
therefore furniſhed with an unerring guide 
in the midſt of the ocean. For when he 
faces the North, the Eaſt and Weft are 
readily aſcertained, the former lying to his 
right, and the latter to his left hand. 
And from theſe four points, all the ſub- 
diviſions of the mariner's compaſs are 
formed. The figure of a ſtar, which 
you 
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you ſo often draw upon paper, will give 
you a clear idea of the compaſs. Make 
yourſelf a maſter of it; and from the pre- 
ſent inſtance of your want of knowledge, 
learn a becoming modeſty in the judgments, 
which you form concerning the productions 
of nature. The whole creation is the work- 
manſhip of an Omnipotent Being: and 
though we cannot always trace the marks 
of harmony, beauty, or uſefulneſs, yet 
doubtleſs to the eye of a ſuperior intelli- 
gence, every part of it diſplays infallible 
wiſdom, and unbounded goodneſs. 


FISH SORROW REPROVED. 


F was à holiday in the month of June, 

and Alexis had prepared himſelf to ſet 
out, with a party of his companions, up- 
on a little journey of pleaſure. But the 
ſky lowered, the clouds gathered, and 
he remained for ſome time in anxious 
ſuſpenſe about his expedition; which at 


laſt was prevented by heavy and continu- 
ed 
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ed rain. The diſappointment overpower- 
ed his fortitude ; he burſt into tears ; la- 
mented the untimely change of weather; 
and ſullenly refuſed all conſolation. 


In the evening, the clouds were diſ- 
perſed; the ſun ſhone with unuſual bright- 
. neſs; and the face of nature ſeemed to be re- 
newed in vernal beauty. Euphronius con- 
ducted Alexis into the fields. The ſtorm 
of paſſion in his breaſt was now tilled ; 
and the ſerenity of the air, the muſic of 
the feathered ſongſters, the verdure of the 
meadows, and the ſweet perfumes which 
breathed around, regaled every ſenſe, and 
filled his mind with peace and joy. 


Don't you remark, ſaid Euphronius, 
the- delightful change which has ſuddenly 
taken place in the whole creation ? Recol- 
le& the appearance of the ſcene before 
us yeſterday. The ground was then 
parched with a long drought ; the flow- 
ers hid their drooping heads; no fra- 
grant odours were perceived; and ve- 

getation 
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getation ſeemed to ceaſe. To what 
cauſe muſt we impute the revival. of na- 
ture ?---To the rain which fell this morn- 
ing, replied Alexis, with a modeſt confu- 
ſion. He was ſtruck” with the ſelfiſhneſs 
and folly of his conduct; and his own _ 
bitter reflections anticipated the reproofs 
of Euphronius. 


4 


HONESTY AND GENEROSITY. 

A POOR man, who was door-keeper 

to a houſe in Milan, found a purſe 
which contained two hundred crowns. 
The man who had loſt. it, informed 
by a public advertiſement, - came to the 
houſe, and giving ſufficient proof that 
the purſe belonged to him, the door-keep- 
er reſtored it. Full of joy and gratitude, 
the owner offered his benefactor twenty 
crowns, which he abſolutely refuſed. Ten 
were then propoſed, and afterwards five; 
but the door-keeper ſtill continuing in- 


exorable, che man threw his purſe upon 
the 


. 


_ 


wy 
2 
"a >. . 


3 


- — aren” 


— 
—_ „ 
A ee 
* * 


— — 0 — 


1 1005 


_—_ 


— 
- es” "4 


rr — 


1 
. 
— © 
4 


ER. Jy 


22 MORAL TALES. 

the ground, and in an angry tone cried, 
« I have loſt nothing, nothing at all, if 
you thus refuſe to accept of a gratuity.” 
The door-keeper then conſented to receive 
five crowns, which he immediately diſtri- 


buted amongſt the poor. 
RolLIx. 


A GENEROUS RETURN FOR AN INJURY, 


HEN the great Conde commanded 
the Spaniſh army, and laid ſiege 
to one of the 'French towns in Flanders, a 
ſoldier being ill treated by a general officer, 
and ſtruck ſeveral times with a cane, fot 
ſome diſreſpectful words he had let fall, 
anſwered very coolly, that he ſhould ſoon 
make him repent of it. Fifteen days after- 
wards, the ſame general officer ordered the 
colonel of the trenches to find a bold and 
intrepid fellow, ro execute an important 
enterpriſe, for which he promiſed a re- 
ward of a hundred piſtoles. The ſoldier 
we are ſpeaking of, who paſſed for the 
AE nan 285 © 
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braveſt in the regiment, offered his ſervice, 
and going with thirty of his comrades, 
which he had the liberty to make choice | 
of, he diſcharged a very hazardous com- 
miſſion, with incredible courage and good 
fortune. Upon his return, the general 
officer highly commended him, and gave 
him the hundred piſtoles which he had 
promiſed. The ſoldier preſently diſtri- 
buted them amongſt his comrades, ſaying, 
he did not ſerve for pay, and demanded 
only that if his late action ſeemed to de- 
ſerve any recompenſe, they would make 
him an officer. And now, ſir, adds he to 
the general, who did not know him, I am 
"the ſoldier whom you abuſed ſo much 
fifteen days ago, and I then fold you, I 
would-make you repent of it. The general, 
in great admiration, and melting into tears, 
threw his arms around his neck, begged 
his pardon, and gave him a commiſſion 
that very- day. 


| ROLLIN. 


WE 
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WE TOO OFTEN JUDGE OF MEN BY THE 
SPLENDOUR, AND NOT BY THE MERIT 4 
| OF THEIR ACTIONS, >| 


nn +demanded of a pirate, 

whom he had taken, by what right 
he infeſted the ſeas? By the ſame right, 
replied he boldly, that you enſlave the 1 
world. But I am called a gobber, becauſe "2 
I have only one ſmall veſſel; and you are 4 
ſtyled a conqueror, becauſe you command 
great fleets and armies. 

el | CICERO. 


SILENCE AND RESERVE REPROVED. 


- 


( Gornnon * was frequently the com- 

= Panion 'of Euphronius in his va- 

rious journeys. He was a youth of 

obſervation, but indulged too much a 

natural reſerve of temper. His couſins 
| 7 

* The Author's Nephew. 

| com- 
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complained that he who ſo often enjoyed 
amuſement himſelf, ſhould contribute fo 
little to the general entertainment of the 
family. At firſt they intended to peti- 
tion Euphronius to carry him no more 


abroad; but a good-natured ſtratagem 


anſwered better the purpoſe of reproof. 
They agreed that each ſhould purſue, 
for a few days, a conduct ſimilar to that 
of Sophron. One viſited the magnifi- 
cent Muſeum of Mr. Lever at Alkrington; 
another went to a very diverting comedy; 
and a third failed, with a party, upon the 
Duke of Bridgewater's Canal, and viewed 
all the wonders of that ſtupendous under- 
taking. But when they returned home, 
the chearful communications of friendſhip 
were ſuppreſſed ; and the uſual eagerneſs 


to diſcloſe all which they had ſeen, was 


converted into ſilence and reſerve. No 
ſocial converſe enlivened the evening 


hours, and the ſprightlineſs of youth 


gave place to mute ſolemnity. Sophron 
remarked the change with ſurpriſe and 
ſolicitude. He felt the loſs of that 


D gaiety 
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gaiety and unreſerved intercourſe, which 
he ſeldom promoted, but of which he 
loved to participate. And when the 
deſign of his couſins was explained to 
him, he candidly acknowledged, and 
promiſed to amend his fault. 


CRUELTY TO INSECTS. 


A CERTAIN youth indulged himſelf 
> in the cruel entertainment of tor- 
turing and killing flies. He tore off 
their wings and legs, and then watched 
with pleaſure their impotent efforts to 
eſcape from him. Sometimes he col- 
lected a number of them together, and 
cruſhed them at once to death; glory- 
ing, like many a celebrated hero, in 
the devaſtation he committed. Alexis 
remonſtrated with him, in vain, on this 
barbarous conduct. He could not per- 
ſuade him to believe that flies are ca- 
pable of pain, and have a right, no 

leſs 
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leſs than ourſelves, to life, liberty, and 
enjoyment. The ſigns of agony, which, 
when tormented, they expreſs, by the 
quick and various contortions of their 
bodies, he neither underſtood, nor would 
attend to, 


Alexis had a microſcope ; and he 
deſired his companion, one day, to ex- 
amine a moſt beautiful and ſurpriſing 
animal. Mark, ſaid he, how it is ſtud- 
ded from head to tail with black and 
ſilver, and its body all over. beſet with 
the moſt curious briſtles! The head con- 
tains a pair of lively eyes, encircled: with 
ſilver hairs ; and the trunk conſiſts of two 
parts, which fold over each other. - The 
whole body is ornamented with plumes 
and decorations, which ſurpaſs all the lux- 
" uries of dreſs, in the courts of the greateſt 

princes. Pleaſed and aſtoniſhed with what 

he ſaw, the youth was impatient to know 

the name and properties of this wonderful 

animal. It was withdrawn from the mag- 
4 nifier ; and when offered to his naked eye, 
1 D 2 proved 
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proved to be a poor fly, which had been 
the victim of his wanton cruelty. 


THE HONOUR AND ADVANTAGE OF A 

CONSTANT ADHERENCE TO TRUTH. 
| eb Res a celebrated Italian Poet, 

who flouriſhed about four hundred 
years ago, .recommended himſelf to the 
confidence and affection of Cardinal Co- 
lonna, in whoſe family he reſided, by 
his candour, and ſtrict regard to truth. 
A violent quarrel occurred in the houſ- 
hold of this nobleman, which was car- 
ried ſo far, that recourſe was had to arms. 
The Cardinal wiſhed to know the founda- 
tion of this affair; and that he might be 
able to decide with juſtice, he aſſembled 
all his people, and obliged them to bind 
themſelves, by a moſt ſolemn oath on the 
Goſpels, to declare the whole truth. Eve- 
ry one, without exception, ſubmitted to 
this determination; even the Biſhop of 


Luna, brother to the Cardinal, was not 
excuſed. 


4 . ＋—— * 
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excuſed, Petrarch, in his turn, preſent- 
ing himſelf to take the oath, the Cardinal 


cloſed the book, and ſaid, & As to you, 


Petrarch, your word is ſufficient.” * 


A ſtory ſimilar to this, is related of 
Zenocrates, an Athenian Philoſopher, who 
lived three. hundred years before Chriſt, 
and was educated in-the ſchool of Plato. 
The people of Athens entertained fo high 
an opinion of his probity, that one day 
when he approached the altar, to confirm 
by an oath the truth of what he had aſſert- 
ed, the judges unanimouſly declared his 
word to be ſufficient evidence, 


— —— __«_ | 


SLOTH CONTRASTED WITH INDUSTRY. 


T* Sloth is an animal of South 

America; and is ſo ill formed for 
motion, that a few paces are often the 
journey of a week; and fo indiſpoſed to 


* See the Life of Petrarch, elegantly tranſlated by 
Mrs. Dobſon. 
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move, that he never changes his place, 
but when impelled by the ſevereſt ſtings 
of hunger. He lives upon the leaves, 
fruit, and flowers of trees, and often on 
the bark itſelf, when nothing beſides is 
left for his ſubſiſtence. As a large quan- 
tity of food is neceſſary for his ſupport, he 
generally ſtrips a tree of all its verdure in 
leſs than a fortnight: And being then 
| deſtitute of food, he drops down, like a 
I: lifeleſs maſs, from the branches to the 
ground. After remaining torpid ſome 
time, from the ſhock received by the fall, 
{| he prepares for a journey to ſome neigh- 
bouring tree, to which he crawls with a 
motion almoſt imperceptible. , At length 
arrived, he aſcends the trunk, and de- 
i vours, with famiſhed appetite, whatever 
the branches afford. By conſuming the 
bark, he ſoon deſtroys the life of the tree; 
and thus the ſource 1s loſt, from which his 
ſuſtenance 1s derived, 


— 2 
—_— 


Such is the miſerable ſtate of this 


ſlothful animal. How different are the 
| comforts 
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comforts and enjoyments of the induſ- 
trious Beaver! This creature is found 
in the northern parts of America; and 
is about two feet long, and one foot high. 
The figure of it ſomewhat reſembles that 
of a rat. In the months of June and July, 
the beavers aſſemble, and form a ſociety 
which generally conſiſts of more than two 
hundred. They always fix their abode by 
the ſide of à lake or river; and in order to 
make a dead water in that part which lies 
above and below, they erect, with incredible 
labour, a dam or pier, perhaps fourſcore 
or a hundred feet long, and ten or twelve 
feet thick at the baſe, When this dike is 
compleated, they build their ſeveral apart- 
ments, which are divided into three ſtories. 
The firſt is below the level of the mole, 
and is for the moſt part full of water. 
The walls of their habitations are perpen- 
dicular, and about two feet thick. If any 
wood project from them, they cut it off 
with their teeth, which are more ſervice- 
able than ſaws : And by the help of their 
tails, they plaiſter all their works with a 
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kind of mortar, which they prepare of dry 
graſs and clay mixed together. In Auguſt 


or September they begin to lay up their 
ſtores of food; which conſiſt of the wood 


of the birch, the plane, and of ſome other 
trees. Thus they paſs the gloomy winter 
in caſe and plenty. 


Theſe two American animals, contraſted 
with each other, afford a moſt ſtriking 
Picture of the bleſſings of induſtry, and 
the penury and wretchedneſs of ſloth. 


THE FOLLY AND ODIOUSNESS 
OF AFFECTATION. 


"obs Emilia, and Sophronia, ſeated 

on a bank of daiſies, near a purling 
ſtream, were liſtening to the muſic of a 
neighbouring grove, The ſun gilded with 
his ſetting beams the weſtern ſky ; gentle 
zephyrs breathed around; and the feathered 
ſongſters ſeemed to vie with each other, in 


their evening notes of gratitude and praiſe, 
Delighted 
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Delighted with the artleſs melody of the 
linnet, the goldfinch, the woodlark, and 
the thruſh, they were all ear, and obſerved 
not a peacock, which had ſtrayed from a 
diſtant farm, and was approaching them 
with a majeſtic pace and expanded plu- 
mage. The harmony of the concert was 
ſoon interrupted by the loud and harſh 
cries of this ſtately bird ; which, though 
chaſed away by Emilia, continued his 
vociferations with the confidence that 
conſcious beauty too often inſpires. Does 
this fooliſh bird, faid Lucy, fancy that he 
is qualified to ſing, becauſe he is furniſhed 
with a ſpreading tail, ornamented with the 
richeſt colours? I know not, replied 
Sophronia, whether the peacock be capable 
of ſuch a reflection; but I hope that you 
and Emilia will always avoid the diſplay of 
whatever 1s inconſiſtent with your ſex, your 
ſtation, or your character. Shun affectation 
in all its odious forms; aſſume no borraw- 
ed airs; and be content to pleaſe, to ſhine, 
or to be uſeful, in the way which nature 
points out, and which reaſon approves. 


THE 
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THE PASSIONS SHOULD BE GOVERNED 
BY REASON. 


OT ARES and Alexis had frequently 
heard Euphronius mention the experi- 
ment of ſtilling the waves with oil, made 
by his friend Doctor Franklin. They were 
impatient to repeat it; and a briſk wind 
proving favourable to the trial, they haſten- 
ed, one evening, to a ſheet of water in the 
pleaſure grounds of Eugenio, near Hart- 
Hill. The oil was ſcattered upon the 
pool, and ſpread itſelf inſtantly on all ſides, 
calming the whole ſurface of the water, 
and reflecting the moſt beautiful colours. 
Elated with ſucceſs, the youths returned to 
Euphronius, to inquire the cauſe of ſuch a 
wonderful appearance. He informed them 
that the wind blowing upon water which is 
covered with a coat of oil, ſlides over the 
furface of it, and produces no friction that 
can raiſe a wave. But this curious philo- 
ſophical fact, ſaid he, ſuggeſts a moſt im- 
wo portant 
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portant moral reflection. When you ſuf- 
fer yourſelves to be ruffled by paſſion, your 
minds reſemble the puddle in a ftorm. But 
Reaſon, if you hearken to her voice, will 
then, like oil poured upon the water, calm 
the turbulence within you, and reſtore you 
to ſerenity and peace. 


AFFECTION EXTENDED TO INANIMATE 
| OBJECTS, | 


A BEAUTIFUL tree grew, in an open 
ſpace, oppoſite to the parlour win- 
dows of Euphronius's houſe. It was an 
object which his family often conrem- 
plated with pleaſure. The verdant fo- 
liage, with which it was covered, gave 
an early indication of ſpring ; its ſpreading 
branches furniſhed an agreeable ſhade, 
and tempered the heat of the noon-tide 
ſun; and the falling leaves, in autumn, 
marked the varying ſeaſons, and warned 


them of the approach of winter. One 
luckleſs 


| 
; 
1 
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luckleſs morning, the ax was laid to the 
root of this admired tree; and it fell a 
lamented victim to the rage for build- 
ing, which depopulates the country, and 
multiples miſery, diſeaſes, and death, by 
the enlargement of great towns. 


You now feel, ſaid Euphronius to 
Alexis on this occaſion, the force of 
that good-natured remark of Mr. Ad- 
diſon, in one of the Spectators, that he 
ſhould not care to have an old ſtump pull- 
ed up, which he had remembered ever 
ſince he was a child, The affections of 
a generous heart are extended, by the 
early aſſociation of ideas, to almoſt every 
ſurrounding object. Hence the delight 
which we receive from reviſiting thoſe 
ſcenes, in which we paſſed our youth; the 
{ſchool where our firſt friendſhips were 
formed; or the academic groves in which 
fair ſcience unveiled herſelf to our enrap- 
tured view, 


Sueto- 


r 
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Suetonius relates, that the Roman em- 
peror Veſpaſian went conſtantly every year, 
to paſs the ſummer in a ſmall country 
houſe near Rieti, where he was born, and 
to which he would never add any embel- 
liſhment : And that Titus, his ſucceſſor, 
was carried thither in his laſt illneſs, to die 
in the place where his father had begun 
and ended his days. The emperor Perti- 
nax, ſays Capitolinus, during the time of 
his abode in Liguria, lodged in his father's 
houſe ; and raiſing a great number of mag- 
nificent buildings around it, he left the 


| cottage in the midſt, a ſtriking monument 


of his delicacy of ſentiment, and grea 
of ſoul. | 


A TRIBUTE TO FRIENDSHIP; AND & 
PATTERN FOR IMITATION. 


Yo v were lamenting the other day, my 
dear Alexis, the loſs of a beautiful 

tree, cut down in its prime, and when 
crowned 


—— ͤ to....... 
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crowned with all its leafy honours. I am 
now mourning, continued Euphronius, a 
more diſtreſsful and untimely ſtroke, which 
has ſevered from me Philander, the coun- 
ſellor of my youth, and the friend and 
companion of my riper years. He poſ- 
ſeſſed a ſolid judgment, and enlarged un- 
derſtanding ; and, what is rarely found 
united with them, a lively imagination, 
a quick conception, and refined taſte, 
His knowledge was rather general and 
extenſive than profound; but his ideas 
were ſo well arranged, that he had them 
always at command, and could cony-+fe 
on every ſubject with eaſe, propriety, and 
even maſterly ſkill. His pulpit compoſi- 
tions were rational, nervous, and pathetic ; 
his delivery was manly, animated, and af- 
fecting. Strongly impreſſed himſelf with 
the divine truths of religion, and the ſacred 
obligations of morality, he enforced them 
on the minds of his audience with an ener- 
gy irreſiſtibly perſuaſive, An aſſemblage 
of virtues conſtituted his moral character. 

His 


/ 
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His heart was tenderneſs and humanity 
itſelf; his friendſhip warm, ſteady, and 
diſintereſted; his benevolence univerſal; 
and his integrity inviolate. Nor were 
theſe the untried virtues of retirement; 
for he was early engaged in the active 
ſcenes of life, and aſſaulted with diffi- 
culties which required the utmoſt forti- 
tude to ſurmount. --- He was not defi- 
cient in thoſe exterior accompliſhments, 
which add charms to virtue, and make 
goodneſs ſhine with ſuperior luſtre. His 
manners were poliſhed; his addreſs was 
eaſy and engaging ; and his converſation 
ſprightly, entertaining, and inſtructive. 
As a gentleman, a ſcholar, a preacher, a 
companion, and a friend, he was almoſt 
without an equal, 


Though my heart bleeds at the re- 
collection of the loſs which I have ſuſ- 
tained, yet I feel 4 pleaſure, my Alexis, 
in bringing to your knowledge the vir- 
tues of ſuch a character. Venerate the 

h memory, 
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of Philander.* 


The following inſcription was deſigned for the 
monument of Philander. 


NEAR THIS PLACE 
LIE 
THE REMAINS 
g or 
THE REVEREND xe 


MINISTER OF THIS CONGREGATION 5 
To WHICH 
HE WAS ENDEARED 
. 
A FAITHFUL AND AFFECTIONATE 
DISCHARGE 
or 
THE PASTORAL OFFICE ; 
| BY 
unis CHEARFUL PIETY, 
UNIVERSAL BENEVOLENCE, 
EXTENSIVE KNOWLEDGE, 
AND 
TEMPERATE ZEAL 
FOR 
CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 


Hx DIED JANUARY 22, 1770. AGED 45» 


« HUI Q AN TO MINUS £57, 
© CUM RELIQUIS VERSARI1, 
« Quan run 
„ MEzMINISSE. " 


SCEP- 
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SCEPTICISM CONDEMNED. 


Gornzon aſſerted that he could hear 
the lighteſt ſcratch of a pin, at the 
diſtance of ten yards. It is impoſſible, ſaid 
Alexis; and immediately appealed to Eu- 
phronius, who was walking with them. 
Though I do not believe, replied Euphro- 
nius, that Sophron's ears are more acute 
than yours, yet I diſapprove of your haſty 
deciſion concerning the impoſſibility of what 
you ſo little underſtand, You are 1gno- 
rant of the nature of ſound, and of the 
various means by which it may be increaſ- 
ed, or quickened in its progreſs ; and mo- 
deſty ſhould lead you, in fuch a caſe, to 
ſuſpend your judgment till you have made 
the proper and neceſſary inquiries. An 
opportunity now preſents itſelf, which will 
afford Sophron the ſatisfaction he deſires. 
Place your ear at one end of this long raf- 
ter of dale timber, and I will ſcratch the 
other end with a pin. Alexis obeyed, - 
E |; and 


— 


42 MORAL TALES. 


and diſtinctly heard the ſound ; which 
being conveyed through the tubes of the 
wood, was augmented in loudneſs, as in 
a ſpeaking trumpet, or the horn of the 
huntſman. 


Scepticiſm and credulity are equally 
unfavourable to the acquiſition of know- 
ledge. The latter anticipates, and the 
former precludes all inquiry. One leaves 
the mind fatisfied with error, the other 
with 1gnorance. 


S ELF- GOVERNMENT. 


Ertan, the Lacedemonian, ge- 

neraliſſimo of the Greek forces em- 
ployed againſt the Perſians, was enraged 
that Themiſtocles, a young man, and the 
chief of the Athenians, ſhould preſume to 
oppoſe his opinion, and lifted up. his cane 


to ſtrike him. Themiſtocles, without e- 


motion, cried out, Strike, and welcome, if 
you will but hear me] Euripiades, ſurpriſed 


at his calmneſs and preſence of mind, 
liſtened 
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liſtened to his advice, and obtained that 
famous victory in the Straights of Salamis, 
which ſaved Greece, and conferred im- 
mortal glory on Themiſtocles. 
— —— • ää̈ꝑT—õ 
PERSONAL DETORMITIES ARE NOT 
OBJECTS OF RIDICULE, 


HE Dutcheſs of Burgundy, when ſhe 
was very young, ſeeing an officer at 
ſupper who was extremely ugly, was very 
loud in her ridicule of his perſon, © Ma- 
dam,” ſaid the king (Louis XIV) to her, 
© I think him one of the handſomeſt men 
in my kingdom; for he is one of the 
braveſt. 
VoLTAIRE, 


IT IS THE OFFICE OF REASON AND PHILO- -. 
SOPHY TO MODERATE, NOT TO” 
SUPPRESS THE PASSIONS. 


Miu the plague raged in At- 
tica, it was particularly fatal 
to the family of Pericles, the celebrated 


See Rollin's Hiſtory. : 
E 2 _ _ Athenian 
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Athenian general, But he did not ſuffer 
himſelf to fink under the loſſes he ſul- 
tained, and even ſuppreſſed every emotion 
of ſorrow. Nature, however, at laſt pre- 
vailed : For when Parabus, his only re- 
maining child, fell a victim to this dread- 
ful diſtemper, he could no longer ſtifle his 
grief, which forced a flood of tears from 
his eyes, whilſt he was placing the crown 
of flowers, as a funeral rite, upon the head 
of his deceaſed ſon. Surely Pericles was 
miſled by falſe principles of reaſon and 
honour, when he ſuppoſed that the ten- 
derneſs of the father, would ſully the 
glory of the conqueror ! How much more 
juſt was the ſentiment which the emperor 
Antoninus uttered, when Marcus Aurelius 
was lamenting the death of the perſon who 
had educated him! Suffer him to indulge the 
feelings of a man ; for neither philoſopby nor 
ſovereignty render us inſenſible! Permiltte 
illi ut homo ſit : neque enim vel philoſophia, 
vel imperium tollit affeFus ! * 


* Julius Capitolinus. 
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THE LOVE, OF FAME. 


F* ME is a powerful incitement to 
- attain, and an Honourable reward 
of {ſuperior excellence. But the paſſion 
for it ſhould be directed by judgment, 
and moderated by reaſon; or we ſhall 
be led into falſe purſuits, and betrayed 
into the moſt diſgraceful weakneſſes. The 
wild hero, the filly fop, the affected pe- 
dant, and the extravagant virtuoſo fur- 
niſh examples of the miſapplication of 
the love of praiſe. Such characters are 
contemplated with filent diſapprobation 
by the Philoſopher ; but he laments the 
frailty of human nature, when he. ſees 
men of exalted virtue and abilities anxi- 
ouſly courting applauſe, and proudly ex- 
ulting in the acquiſition of it. Who can 
read the Poet's exclamation on his own 
productions, Exegi monumentum are peren- 
nius ; I have raiſed a monument to my 
glory, more laſting than braſs ; without a 


Hor. Od. z. 
E 3 mixture 
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mixture of pity and diſguſt? * And do 
we not feel ſimilar emotions from the in- 
ſtances of vanity and ſelf-commendation, 
which abound in the writings of the firſt 
orator and greateſt ſtateſman Rome ever 
produced? So 1nordinate indeed was Ci- 
cero's love of fame, that he ſolicited Luc- 
cezus to write the hiſtory of his conſulſhip, 
and to publiſh it during his life-time, hat 
he might be better known, and perſonally 
enjoy his honour and reputation. He impor- 
tũnes him not to adhere ſcrupulouſly to the 
laws of hiſtory, but to make a ſacrifice of 
truth to friendſhip, by ſpeaking more to 


The following epitaph was compoſed, for him- 
ſelf, by Nævius, a poet, whom Cicero, in his treatiſe 
de Senectute, quotes with reſpect; and who died in 
exile at Utica, in Africa, in the year of Rome 551. 


Mortalis immortalis flere fi foret fas, 
Flerent dive camænæ Nævium Poetam, 
| Traque poſiquam eft Orcino traditus Theſaurs, 
Oblitei ſunt Rome loquier Latina lingua. 


If Gods the fate of mortals might deplore, 
Each muſe would weep that Nævius is no more: 
All grace of diction with the bard is flown, 
And Rome's ſweet language is in Rome anknown. 
MELMOTH. 


his 
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his advantage, than perhaps he thought 
was due.“ A paſſion for fame like this, 
inſtead of ſupporting virtue, muſt prove 
ſubverſive of it, by ſtifling thoſe higher 
principles of morality which ſhould ever 
influence the heart, and n the con- 
duct. 


GRATITUDE AND PIETY. 


A* TABANES was diſtinguiſhed with 

peculiar favour by a wiſe, powerful, 
and good prince, A magnificent palace, 
ſurrounded with a delightful garden, was 
provided for his reſidence. He partook 
of all the luxuries of his ſovereign's table, 
was inveſted with extenſive authority, and 
admitted to the honour of a free intercourſe 
with his gracious maſter, But Artabanes 
was inſenſible of the advantages which he 
enjoyed ; his heart glowed not with grati- 
tude and reſpect; he avoided the ſociety 
of his benefactor, and abuſed his beunty. 
I deteſt ſuch à character, ſaid Alexis, 


* Ciceronis Epiſt. x11. Lib. 5. 
E 4 with 
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with generous indignation ! It is your own 
picture which I have drawn, replied Eu- 
phronius. The great Potentate of heaven 
and earth has placed you in a world, which 
diſplays the higheſt beauty, order, and 
magnificence; and which abounds with 
every means of convenience, enjoyment, 
and happineſs. He has furniſhed you 
with ſuch powers of body and mind, as 
give you dominion over the fiſhes of the 
ſea, the fowls of the air, and the beaſts gf 
the field : And he has invited you to hold 
communion with him, and to exalt your 
own nature, by the love and imitation of 
his divine perfections. Yet have your eyes 
wandered with brutal gaze, over the fair 
creation, unconſcious of the mighty hand 
from which it ſprung. You haye rioted in 
the profuſion of nature, without one ſecret 
emotion of gratitude to the ſovereign diſ- 
penſer of all good: And you have ſlight- 
ed the glorious converſe, and forgotten the 
preſence of that Omnipotent Being, who 
fills all ſpace, and exiſts ehrough all eter- 


nity. 


* 


ENVY 
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ENVY AND DISCONTENT, 


E E R charming, ever new, 

When will the landſcape tire the view! 
The fountain's fall, the river's flow, 

The woody vallies warm and low ; 

The windy ſummit wild and high 

Roughly ruſhing on the ſky ; 

The pleaſant ſeat, the ruin'd tower, 

The naked rock, the ſhady bower; 


The town and village, dome and fazm, 
Each gives each a double charm. * 


Alexis was repeating theſe lines to Eu- 
phronius, who was reclined upon a feat in 
one. of his fields at Hart-Hill, enjoying 
the real beautics of nature which the Poet 
deſcribes. The evening was ſerene, and 
the landſcape appeared in all the gay attire - 
of light and ſhade. A man of lively ima- 
gination, ſaid Euphronius, has a property 
in every thing which he ſees; and you. 
may now conceive yourſelf to be lord of 


* Grongar Hill, by Mr. Dyer. 
| the 


80 MORAL TALES. 


the vaſt expanſe around us, and exult in 
the happineſs of myriads of living crea- 
tures, who inhabit the woods, the lawns, 
and mountains which preſent themſelves to 
our view. The houſe, garden, and plea- 
fure grounds of Eugenio formed a part of 
the proſpect: And Alexis expreſſed a jo- 
cular wiſh, that he had more than an ima- 
ginary property in thoſe poſſeſſions.---Ba- 
niſh the ungenerous deſire, faid Euphro- 
nius ; for if you indulge ſuch emotions as 
theſe, your-heart will ſoon become a prey 
to envy and diſcontent. Enjoy with grati- 
rude the bleſſings which you have received 
from the liberal hand of Providence ; in- 
creaſe them, if you can with honour and 
credit, by a diligent attention to the duties 
of that reſpectable profeſſion, for which 
you are deſigned ; and though your own 
cup may not be filled, rejoice that your 
neighbour's overflows with plenty. Ho- 
nour the abilities, and emulate the virtues 
of Eugenio; but repine not that he is 
wiſer, richer, or more powerful than 
yourſelf. His fortune is expended in 

acts 
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acts of humanity, generoſity, and hoſpi- 
tality: His ſuperior taleuts are applied to 
the inſtruction of his children; to the aſ- 
ſiſtance of his friends; to the encourage- 


ment of agriculture, and of every uſeful 


art; and to ſupport the cauſe of liberty and 
the rights of mankind: And his power is 
exerted to puniſh the guilty, to protect the 
innocent, to reward the good, and to diſ- 
tribute juſtice with an equal hand to all. 
I feel the affection of a brother for Eugenio; 
and eſteem myſelf ſingularly happy in his 
friendſhip. 


CQO TRAV 


RASIDAS, a Spartan general, who 


was diſtinguiſhed for his bravery and 
generoſity, once ſeized a mouſe; and being 
bitten by it, ſuffered it to eſcape. There 
is no animal, ſaid he, /o contemptible, but 
may be ſafe, if it bave courage to defend 
Hſelf. 


PLuUTARCH. 
FALSE 


* 
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FALSE AMBITION, 


F is a falſe ambition which leads men 
to aim at excellencies, however valu- 
able in themſelves, that are inconſiſtent 
with their ſtation, character, or profeſſion; 
or which in the acquiſition muſt interfere 
with other purſuits of more importance. 
ero neglected all the duties of a prince, 
and waſted his time in painting, engraving, 
ſinging, and driving chariots. * Philip 
of Macedon gave lectures on muſic, and 
even undertook to correct the maſters of 
it; which led one of them to ſay, God 
forbid, Sir, that you ſhould be ſo unhappy as 
to underſtand this ſubjeft better than I do. 
« But Philip himſelf was ſenſible of the like 
impropriety in his ſon : For obſerving that N 
Alexander had diſcovered, at an entertain- i 
ment, too much ſkill in muſic, Are you 
not aſhamed, ſaid he, that you can ſing /o 


1 


4 # 
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* Tacit. Annal. Lib. 111. Cap. 3. 


Suetonius informs us, that the emperor Tiberius 
uſed to inquire of the Grammarians, Quæ mater Hecu. 
be ; quod Achillis nomen inter Virgines fuit ; quid Sirenes 
rantare ſint folite ? 

, well ? 
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well? Marcus Antoninus expreſſes his 
thankfulneſs to the Gods, that they had 
not ſuffered him to make any great pro- 
ficiency in the arts of eloquence and po- 
etry, leſt he ſhould have been tempted to 
neglect the more eſſential qualifications of 
his imperial office. And Tacitus, ſpeak- 
ing of his father in law Agricola, obſerves 
with applauſe, that he retained his mode- 
ration even in the purſuit of knowledge. 
Retinuit quod eft difficillimum, ex PERO 
modum, f 


THE BIGOT AND VISIONARY.. 
11 was a country clergyman 
of learning and education: But he 
had early contracted a taſte for controver- 
ſial divinity; and as he devoted himſelf to 
ſtudy, and ſeldom mixed with the world, 
his imagination became inflamed with the 
ideal importance of certain ſpeculative 


* Plutarch in Vit. Alexand. 
+ Vit. Agricolæ, Cap. 4- 
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points of religion, which were the objects 
of his unremitting attention. He had 
compoſed an elaborate treatiſe to prove 
that Jeſus Chriſt, after his crucifixion, 
actually deſcended into hell; and as his 


work was ready for the preſs, he wanted 


only a patron, to whom it might be dedi- 
cated. The reſpectable character of the 
Earl of ------ --, Whoſe amiable virtues 
conciliate the love and eſteem of all who 
have the honour to be known to him, ſoon 
determined his choice ; and putting his 
manuſcript in his pocket, he ſet out with- 
out delay to viſit this excellent nobleman. 
« His Lordſhip,” ſaid he to himſelf, „will 
doubtleſs think that I pay a very high 
compliment to him, by placing his name 
at the head of a book, in which I have ob- 
tained ſuch a glorious victory over the 
daring adverſaries of the moſt important 
doctrine of our holy church. The laurels 
with which my brow will be crowned, 
cannot fail to add new luſtre to the 
Mzmxcenas whom I have choſen: And 
he will with gratitude repay, by ſome 

ſubſtantial 


MORAL TALES. 68 


ſubſtantial emolument, the literary digni- 
ty which I ſhall now confer upon him. 
My Lord's perſonal intereſt 1s great at 
court; and his grace the Duke of -------- 
will ſecond the recommendation of me, 
with all his influence, I may therefore 
ſecurely depend upon the immediate gift 
of a rich benefice. Perhaps one of the 
golden prebends of Durham may now be 
vacant; but my eye is fixed on the chah- 
cellorſhip of the dioceſe of Cheſter: And 
though the worthy Doctor, who fills that 
high office, enjoys a ſound conſtitution, 
and good health, from his great tempe- _ 
rance, chearfulneſs, and equanimity; yet 
he is far advanced in years, and will, ere 
long, pay the common debt to nature. 
This preferment will ſoon lead me to a 
biſhopric ; and I ſhall then be able to ac- 
compliſn the great ſcheme of reformation, 
which I have long projected. The King, 
who is a good Chriſtian, muff hate all 
Arians and Socinians ; and he will heartily 
concur with me in purging the church of 
hereſy and ſchiſm,” Such were the flat- 

tering 
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tering reveries, which occupied the mind 
of Eudoxus, whilſt he was journeying to- 
wards the ſeat of his noble patron. * His 
road lay over the foreſt of Delamere ; but 
being loſt in thought, he had given the 
reins to his horſe, which carried him, by 
taking a wrong path, to the centre of this 
dreary ſolitude. Here he found himſelf, 
when he awaked from the dreams of his 
imagination. The night was coming on ; 
a ſtorm was gathering in the horizon; the 
ſheep-rracks ſo interſected each other, that 
he knew not how to direct his courſe ; and 
he wandered for ſome time, in the moſt diſ- 
treſſing perplexity. At length the cloud 
which threatened him, burſt over his head; 
and he haſtened, for ſhelter from the rain, 
to 2 ruinous hovel, which he ſaw at no 
great diſtance. Fatigued both in mind 
and body, he ſecured his horſe, and laid 
himſelf on the ground, The hollow wind 
whiſtled around him; and by its lulling in- 
fluence, balmy ſleep, the ſweet reſtorer of 
nature, ſtole upon his cloſing eye-lids. At 
day-break he aroſe to encounter freſh ſor- 

| rows 
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rows and diſaſters. The firſt object which 
he ſaw, was a goat tearing in pieces his 
laboured manuſcript. The miſchievous 
animal had taken refuge, in the night, 
under the ſame tottering roof which ſhel- 
tered him ; and whilſt he lay aſleep, had 
picked the papers out of his pocket. Eu- 
doxus flew to ſtop the ravages of this bar- 
barous Goth; and collecting his ſcattered 
fragments, more precious than the leaves 
of the Sybils, he endeavoured to put them 
again into order. But it was impoſſible ; + 
ſo mangled were the ſheets, and the writing 
ſo much effaced by the rain. He had no 
other copy of his work ; and he bewailed 
aloud his own diſappointment, and the 
irreparable loſs which the world had ſuſ- 
rained, His plaintive and elevated voice 
drew to the ſide of the hovel a ſhepherd, 
who was going at this early hour to unfold 
the flocks which he tended. Eudoxus, in 
an agony of paſſion, cried out to him, 
Your goat has undone me ; he has deſtroy- 
ed my vindication of our Saviour's deſcent 
into Hades,---The honeſt ſhepherd was a 

* ſtranger 
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ſtranger to the ſubjet; but he ſaw a 
Gentleman in diſtreſs, whoſe apparel be- 
ſpoke him to be of a profeſſion, which he 
had been juſtly taught to reſpect. With 
a generous hoſpitality, he offered him a 
ſhare of the homely proviſions which his 
wallet contained; and he conducted him, 
ſeveral miles over the foreſt, into the great 
road which leads to Northwich. In this 
place Eudoxus ſtaid awhile to recruit his 
ſtrength and ſpirits, and then ſet out on 
his return home; where he long indulged, 
in ſecret, his vexation and ſorrow. 


The ſpeculative doctrines of religion, as 
they have no influence on the moral con- 
duct of mankind, are comparatively of 
little importance. They cannot be under- 
ſtood by the generality even of Chriſtians ; 
and the wiſe, the learned, and the good 
have in all ages differed, and will ever 
continue to differ about them. An in- 
remperate zeal, therefore, for ſuch points 
of faith, betrays a weak underſtanding, and 
contracted heart: And that zeal may juſtly 


be 
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be deemed intemperate, which exceeds the 
value of its object; and which abates our 
benevolence towards thoſe who do not 
adopt the ſame opinions with ourſelves. 
The religion of Chriſt breathes the moſt 
generous and charitable ſpirit, bringing 
with it peace on earth, and good will to 
men. And at the ſolemn day of judgment, 
our Saviour deſcribes himſelf as demanding 
of the trembling ſinner, not of what church 
are you a member ? or what creeds have 
you acknowledged? But have you fed the 
hungry ? have you cloathed the naked ? 
have you viſited the ſick? have you im- 
proved thoſe talents which the Deity has 
beſtowed upon you to increaſe your own: 
felicity, by e that of your fellow- 
creatures ? 


For modes of faith let angry zealots fight, 
His can't be damm d whoſe life is in the right. 


Eudoxus is an example of the folly and 
odiouſneſs of pride. The pride of wealth 
is contemptible ; the pride of learning is 
pitiable; the pride of dignity and rank is 

F ridiculous ; 
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ridiculous ; but the pride of bigotry 1s 
inſupportable. No man of common ſpirit 
will ſuffer another to arrogate to himſelf 
. dominion over his faith and conſcience. 


The bigot is generally a man of warm 
and violent paſſions. He is therefore likely 
to be viſionary in his ſchemes, and ſanguine 
in his purſuits. And when the mind is 
occupied by one great object, a thouſand 
leſſer circumſtances, which are neceſſary 
to the attainment of it, are overlooked 
and neglected. Hence ariſe the frequent 
diſappointments which occur in the world; 
eſpecially to men of aſpiring views, or of 
great ardour in buſineſs. 


PERSECUTION. 


3 R D Herbert of Cherbury relates, 

that when he was at Paris, father 
Segnerand, confeſſor to the king of France, 
preached a ſermon before his majeſty, on 
the Chriſtian duty of forgiving our enemies. 
But 
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But he made a diſtinction in the objects of 
forgiveneſs, aſſerting that we are bound 
only to forgive our perſonal enemies, not 
the enemies of God: Such are heretics, 
and particularly the profeſſors of the Pro- 
teſtant religion. Theſe he urged his 
majeſty, as the moſt Chriſtian king, to 
extirpate, wherever they were to be found, 


FALSE NOTIONS OF PROVIDENCE. 


60 Hon providential is the rain!“ cried 
the exulting farmer, who had ga- 

thered into his barns a large crop of hay, 
whilſt his neighbours were yet in the midſt 
of that harveſt. © The change of weather 
will ſoon fill my meadows with graſs; and 
my cattle may now riot in the plenty” of 
autumnal and winter food, which Heaven, 
with 3 indulgence, has provided for 


them.” - 


Similar to this is the-language of the 
ſelfiſh and contracted mind, on every 
24 pProſperous 


7 ” 


mona 


proſperous incident of life. The partial 
interpoſition of ſovereign wiſdom and 
power is preſumed, without heſitation; 
and we have the folly and vanity to believe 
that the order of nature is diſturbed, for 
our benefit, even on the ſlighteſt occaſions. 
Whatever foundation there may be, in 
reaſon or ſcripture, for the doctrine of a 
particular Providence ; the common appli- 
cation of it is equally abſurd and irreli- 
gious. It argues pride and arrogance in 
man; and diſparages the moral character 
of the great Parent of the univerſe. 


Ce B— — 
CRUELTY IN EXPERIMENTS. 


E UPHRONIUS was happy whenever 
the engagements of his profeſſion, 
and his duty as a parent, allowed him a 
leiſure hour to devote to experimental 
philoſophy. He had been long purſuing 
a moſt intereſting train of inquiries into 
the nature and properties of various kinds 
of air, in concert with his learned friend 
Dr. 
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-Dr. Prieſtley : And he had juſt prepared, 
for a particular purpoſe, ſome meplntic 
water,“ which was ſtanding by him in a 
glaſs veſſel, when Alexis came haſtily into 
his ſtudy with a number of ſmall fiſhes 
that he had caught, and preſerved alive. 
The youth knew the fatality of fixed air to 
animals which breathe ; but he wiſhed to 
ſee its effects on the inhabitants of a differ- 
ent element : And Euphronius, to gratify 
his impatient curioſity, put the fiſhes into 
the mephitic water; through which they 
darted with amazing velocity, and then 


dropped down lifeleſs to the bottom of the 


veſſel. 


Surpriſe and joy ſparkled in the eyes of 
Alexis.---Beware, my fon! ſaid Euphro- 
nius, of obſerving ſpectacles of pain and 
miſery with delight. Cruelty, by inſen- 
ſible degrees, will ſteal into your heart; 
and every generous principle of your na- 


Water impregnated with fixed air, which is ſepa- 


rated from chalk or pot-aſh, by means of oil of vitriol, 
or any other acid, 
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ture ill then be ſubverted. The Philo- 4 
ſopher, who has in contemplation the eſta- ; 
* bliſhment of ſome important truth; or the 
diſcovery of what will tend to the advance- 
ment of real ſcience, and to the good and 
happineſs of mankind ; may perhaps be 
juſtified, if he ſacrifice to his purſuits the 
life or enjoyment of an inferior animal, 
But the emotions of humanity ſhould never 
be ſtifled in his breaſt ; his trials ſhould 
be made with tenderneſs, repeated with 
reluctance, and carried no farther than the 
object in view unavoidably requires. Wan- 
ton experiments on living creatures, and 
even thoſe which are merely ſubſervient 
to the gratification of curioſity, merit the 
ſevereſt cenſure. They degrade the man 
of letters into a brute; and are fit amuſe- 
ments only for the Cannibals of New 
Zealand. I condemn myſelf for the in- 
dulgence wluch I juſt now ſhewed you. 
But I knew that your fiſhes would endure 
leſs pain from an inſtant, than from the 
lingering death which awaited them; and 


I little expected that your compaſſionate 
and- 


4 
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and amiable heart could have received 
a pleaſurable impreſſion, on ſuch an 
occaſion, 


THE MOUSE's PETITION, 


Found in the Trap where he had been confined all Nights 


PARCERE SUBJECTIS, ET DEBELLARE SUPERBOS. 
2 VIRGIL. 


u! hear a penſive captive's prayer, 
For liberty that ſighs ; 
And never let thine heart be ſhut 
Againſt the priſoner's cries. 


For here forlorn and ſad I fit, 

Within the wiry grate; 
And trembling at th' approaching morn, 
- Which brings impending fate. 


If &er thy breaſt with freedom glow'd, 

And ſpurn'd a tyrant's chain, 
Let not thy ſtrong oppreſſive force 

A free-born mouſe detain. 


on! 
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Oh ! do not ſtain with guiltleſs blood 
Thy hoſpitable hearth; 

Nor triumph that thy wiles betray'd 
A prize ſo little worth. 


The ſcatter'd gleanings of a feaſt 
My ſcanty meals ſupply ; 

But if thine unrelenting heart 
That ſlender boon deny, 


The chearful light, the vital air, 
Are bleſſings widely given; 

Let Nature's commoners enjoy 
The common gifts of Heaven. 


The well-taught philoſophic mind 
To all compaſhon gives 

Caſts round the world an equal eye, 
And feels for all that lives. 


If mind, as ancient ſages taught, 
A never-dying flame, 

Still ſhifts thro' matter's varying forms, 
In every form the ſame ; 


Beware, left in the worm you cruſh, 
A brother's ſoul you find ; | 

And tremble, leſt thy luckleſs hand 
Diſlodge a kindred mind. 
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Or, if this tranſient gleam of day 
Be all of life we ſhare, 

Let pity plead within thy breaſt, 
That little a// to ſpare. 


So may thy hoſpitable board 
With health and peace be crown'd , 
And every charm of heartfelt eaſe 
Beneath thy roof be found. 


So when unſeen deftrution lurks, 
Which men like mice may ſhare, 


May ſome kind angel clear thy path, 
And break the hidden ſnare. 


Mas. Baznavuid. 


 FOPPER Y. 


8 vETONIUS * relates, that a young 

officer, to whom Veſpaſian had given 
a commiſſion, perfumed himſelf when he 
went to court, to thank the emperor for 
the honour conferred upon him. 7 ſhould 
have been leſs offended if you had ſmelled of 
garlick, ſaid Veſpaſian; who was fo dif- 


* Sueton. Lib. 8. 


guſted 
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guſted with his foppery, that he immedi- 
ately diſmiſſed him from his employment 


SL AND SE A 


E UvPHRONIUS heard, with indigna- 
tion, the character of a much-reſpected 
friend traduced. But he calmed the painful 
emotions of his mind, by the recollection 
of Mr. Pope's obſervation, that 


Envy does Merit as its ſhade purſue, 
And like the ſhadow, proves the ſubſtance true. 


To flatter ourſelves with univerſal ap- 
plauſe, is an inconſiſtency in our expect- 
ations, dictated by folly, and foſtered by 
ſelf-love. Numbers of mankind. are in- 
fluenced by a levelling principle, which 
cannot brook ſuperior - excellence; and 
they wage ſecret war with whatever riſes 
above their own mediocrity, as a kind of 
moral or intellectual uſurpation. When 
Ariſtides, ſo remarkable for his inviolable 

: attachment 


Vo 
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attachment to juſtice, was tried by Oftra- 
ciſm,* at Athens, and condemned to ba- 
niſhment, a peaſant who could not write, 
and who was unacquainted with his perſon, 
applied fo him to put the name'of Ariſtides 
upon his ſhell, “ Has he done you any 
wrong,” ſaid Ariſtides, © that you are for 
puniſhing him in this manner?“ ©« No,” 
replied the country man, © I don't even 
know him ; but I am tired and angry 
with hearing every one call him tbe Fu.” 
Ariſtides, without farther expoſtulation, 
calmly took the ſhell, wrote upon it his 
own condemnation, and returned it to the 


peaſant. f 


But, independent of the pride and envy 
of mankind, there are few public virtues 
which, from their own nature, can be 
exerciſed without giving umbrage. The 


* A form of trial, in which the people of Athens 
voted a perſon's baniſhment, by writing his name on a 
Mell, which was caſt into an urn. 


+ Plut. in Ariſt. p. 322, 33. 


upright 
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upright magiſtrate, who hears with im- 
partiality, and decides with wiſdom and 
equity, creates an enemy in the oppreſor, 
when he redreſſes the wrongs of the oppreſſed. 
The benevolent citizen, who purſues with 
zeal and ſteadineſs the good of the com- 
munity, muſt ſacrifice to the important 


objects which he has in view, the interfering 


-intereſts of many individuals, who will 
indulge aloud their complaints, and pour 


upon him a torrent of abuſe. And the 


liberal man, whoſe hand 1s ever ſtretched 
forth to relieve ſickneſs, poverty, and 
diſtreſs ; and who diffuſes happineſs around 
him, by his generoſity, hoſpitality, and 
charity, 1s calumniated by the worthleſs, 
who partake not of his bounty ; and cen- 
fured even by his beneficiaries, becauſe his 
-— kindneſs falls ſhort of their unreaſonable 
expectations. Louis the Fourteenth uſed 
to ſay, that whenever he beſtowed a vacant 
employment, he made a hundred perſons 
diſcontented, and one ungrateful. The love 
of liberty, civil and religious, is odious to 
the tyrant, the bigot, and the paſſive ſlave. 
Reproof, however delicate, ſeaſonable, and 


affec- 
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affectionate, too often creates averſion to 
the friend who adminiſters it. Counſel, if 
it contradict our darling paſſion, though 

wiſe and prudent, will produce ill will. 


Courage excites fear and hatred in the 


coward. Induſtry bears away the palm of 
ſucceſs from the ſlothful. And learning, 
judgment, and ſkill afford advantages which 
irritate, becauſe they humiliate the ſtupid 
and the ignorant. The immortal Harvey, 
in one of his letters to à friend, complains 
that he had hurt his intereſt as a phyſician, 
by the diſcovery of the circulation of the 
blood; a diſcovery which does honour to 
phyſic, to philoſophy, and to human na- 
ture, becauſe It was the reſult, not of ac 
cident, but of ſolid reaſoning and patient 

inquiry. | 
It is evident therefore that, in the pre- 
ſent conſtitution of things, envy and de- 
traction are the price which muſt be paid 
for pre- eminence in virtue. The Scriptures 
denounce woe upon thoſe of whom all 
men ſpeak well. Such characters cannot 
T7 be 
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be more than negatively good ; and they 
are generally much below the common 
ſtandard of merit. The vulgar phraſe of 


approbation, which we ſo frequently hear 


applied to the individuals of this claſs, 

that they are enemies to no one but themſelves, 
conveys the ſevereſt fatire ; becauſe it 
implies that they are either inſignificant 

drones, groſs hypocrites, or the infamous 
panders of pleaſure. Tully deſcribes Ca- 

taline himſelt as popular, by having the 

artifice cum triſtibus ſever?, cum remiſſis ju- 

cund?, cum ſenibus gravitr, cum juventute 

comiter vivere; that is, by ſervilely ac- 

commodating himſelf to the humours and 

vices of all with whom he converſed. 

Are we then to regard fame as unat- 
tainable, or as unworthy of a wiſe man's 
purſuit? Certainly not. Such a conviction 
would ſuppreſs a noble and powerful in- 
citement to virtue, and deſtroy one of the 
moſt exquiſite enjoyments of human life. 
For the pleaſure ariſing from the applauſes 


of the judicious and the good, is next, in 
degree, 


— 
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degree, to the inward delight which flows 
from the conſciouſneſs of having deſerved 
them. And he who governs by reaſon 
this animating principle of action; Who 
uniformly aims at moral rectitude in his 
conduct ; who ſuffers not popular praiſe or 
_ vulgar opinion to elate or to miſlead him; 
and who is undepreſſed by the cenſures of 
intereſted or incompetent judges ; * will 
command the eſteem and love of thoſe, 
whoſe ſuffrages alone are fame; will be 
honoured and revered by poſterity ; and 
will obtain the favour of God himſelf, the 


omniſcient obſerver and ſovereign rewarder - 


of merit. | a4 4 


PRAISE WHEN YOU MAY; 
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and they appealed to his lordſhip, for the 
truth of the inſtances which they pro- 
duced. © He was ſo great a man,” replied 
Lord Bolingbroke, “ that I have forgotten 
his vices.” --- A truly generous anſwer for 
a political enemy to make! The Duke 
and Lord Bolingbroke were of oppoſite 


parties. 
VoOLTAIRE. 


CIRCUMSPECTTON. 


1 and Emilia were admiring the 

ſtructure of a ſpider's web, which 
was formed between the branches of a tall 
ſhrub, in the garden at Hart-Hill ; when 
Euphronius, returning, from his morning 
walk, ſtopped to inquire what object ſo 
much/engaged their attention. "The dew- 
drops yet beſpangled the fine threads, of 
which the web was compoſed, and render- 
ed every part of it conſpicuouſly beautiful. 
A ſmall winged inſe& happened, at this 


_ to be caught in the toil; and the 
”” Sad) ſpider, - 
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ſpider, before inviſible, advanced along 
the lines from his ſecret retreat, ſeized the 
prey, and killed it, by inſtilling a venom- 
ous juice into the wound he made. When 
the rapacious tyrant had almoſt devoured 
his game, another fly, of a larger ſize, be- 
came entangled in the meſh. He now 
waited patiently * till the inſect was fa- 
tigued, by ſtruggling to obtain its liberty; 
and then rolling the web around it, he 
left the poor fly in a ſtate of terror and 
impotence, as a future repaſt for his re- 
turning appetite. 


You pity the fate, ſaid Euphronius, of 
this unfortunate inſect, whoſe deſtruction 
is the natural conſequence of its ignorance 
and want of caution. Remember that you 
yourſelves will be expoſed, in the com- 
merce of life, to various ſnares, dangerous 
to your virtue, and ſubverſive of your peace 
of mind. FLaTTERY is the common oi 
laid for your ſex; and when you are en- 
tangled in it, vanity, affectation, pertneſs, 
and impatience of controul, conſtitute the 
poten which is then infuſed into your 

(G3 2 wounded- 
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wounded boſoms. PLeasure ſpreads a 
glittering web, which has proved fatal to f 
thouſands. AmBiTION carches the unwary 
by power, titles, dignities, and prefer- 
ments. And Farsz RELIGION, under a 
dazzling outſide of myſterious ſanctity, and 
pompous ceremonies, conceals a net work 
of prieſtcraft and ſuperſtition, from which 
it will be ſtill more difficult to extricate 
yourſelves. Sophron and Alexis had now 

15 Joined the little party; and Euphronius, 
pointing to them his diſcourſe, bid them 
beware of the cobwebs of PRILOSO RV; 
thoſe fine-ſpun hypotheſes, which involve 
the mind in error, and unfit it for the pa- 
tient inveſtigation of truth, by obſervation 
and experiment. 


— — —  — — — 


THE WEAKNESS OF. MAN, AND THE 
WISDOM OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE. 


1 of the intellect occur 
much more frequently than ſuperficial 
obſervers will eaſily believe. There is no 


man whoſe imagination does not ſome- 
times 
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times predominate over his reaſon; and 


every ſuch tyranny of fancy is a temporary 
degree of inſanity. He who delights in 
ſilent ſpeculation, often indulges, without 
reſtraint, the airy viſions of the ſoul, and 
expatiates in boundleſs futurity; amuſing 
his deſires with impoſſible enjoyments, and 
conferring upon his pride unattainable do- 
minion. In time, ſome particular train of 
ideas abſorb the attention; the mind recurs 
conſtantly, in wearineſs or leaſure, to the 
favourite conception; and the ſway of fan- 
cy becomes deſpotic. Deluſions then ope- 
rate as realities; falſe opinions eugroſs the 
underſtanding ; and life paſſes in dreams 
of pleaſure or of miſery. | 


An Egyptian aſtronomer, who had ſpent 
forty years in unwearied attention to the 
motions and appearances of the heavenly 
bodies, conceived that he was inveſted 
with the power of regulating the weather, 
and varying the ſeaſons, The ſun, he 
thought, obeyed his mandates, and paſſed 
from tropic to tropic by his direction. 

G 3 The 
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The clouds burſt at his call on the ſouth- 
ern mountains; and the inundations of 


the Nile were governed by his will. He 


mitigated the rage of the Dog ſtar ; re- 
ſtrained the equinoctial tempeſts; and diſ- 
penſed rain and fſun-ſhine to the ſeve- 
ral nations of the earth.* Such power, 
though imaginary, was too extenſive for 
the feebleneſs of man; and the aſtronomer 
funk under the burthens of an office, 
which he laboured to adminiſter with im- 


partial juſtice, and univerſal benevolence. 


The diſcordant claims of different regions 
and climates; and the oppoſite requiſitions 
of the various fruits of the ground in the 
ſame diſtrict, haraſſed his mind with in- 


So far is borrowed, with confiderable variations, 
from Raſſelas, Prince of Abyſſinia, a novel written by 
Dr. Samuel Johnſon. The original affords a ſtriking 
picture of literary inſanity ; but the imaginary powers 
of the aſtronomer, over the univerſe, are confined to 
the diſtribution of rain and ſun-ſhine. He is repre- 
ſented alſo as equal, in his own idea, to the govern- 
ment of nature ; and anxious only for a proper ſuc- 
ceſſor. I have given a different turn to the narration, 
with a view to convey more important inſtruction to 


the mind. 


ceſſant 
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ceſſant care, ſuſpenſe, and perplexity. If 
he ſuffered the clouds to pour down their 
treaſures on the thirſty deſarts of Arabia, 
imperuous torrents overwhelmed the fertile 
plains of Baſſora: And when he ſent forth 
a ſtorm, to ſweep away the peſtilential 
Samiel,“ which carried death and deſo- 
lation in its progreſs, a fleet, laden with 


the richeſt merchandiſe, was ſhipwrecked 


in the gulf of Ormus. The fervid beams 


of the ſun, whilſt they matured the luſcious . 


grape of Smyrna, deſtroyed the harveſt of 


corn, and ſcorched the herbage of the - 


fields. The philoſopher thought he could 
perhaps remedy theſe evils, by turning 
aſide the axis of the earth, and varying the 
ecliptic of the ſun, But he found it im- 


The Samiel is a ſudden vapour, to which travel- 
lers are expoſed in the deſarts of Arabia, in the months 
of June, July, and Auguſt. - It brings inſtantaneous 
death to every man or beaſt that happens to ſtand in 
the way of it. This peſtiferous guſt quickly paſſes, 


and does not extend itſelf far; but runs, as it were, 


m ſtreams of no great breadth. 
Vid. Mr. Ives's Journal, 


G 4 poſſible 
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poſſible to make a change of poſition, by 
which the world could be advantaged : * 
And he dreaded the injury, which he might 
occaſion, to diſtant and unknown parts of 
the ſolar ſyſtem, Oppreſſed with anxiety, 
he earneſtly ſolicited the great Governor 


of the univerſe to diveſt him of the painful 
pre-eminence, with which he was honour- 


ed. Father of light, he cried, © thy om 
nipotent hand, and all-ſeeing eye, are alone 
equal to the mighty empire of this globe. 
The vaſt operations of nature exceed my 
finite comprehenſion,; and I now feel, 
with reverence and humility, that to diſ- 
penſe good and evil in all thoſe varied 
combinations, which conſtitute the harmo- 
nious ſyſtem on which the general happi- 
neſs depends, nothing leſs can be required 
then unerring wiſdom, ſpotleſs rectitude, 
and ſovereign power.” 


The Deity liſtened with indulgence to a 
prayer which flowed from a ſincere and 
pious heart: In the folly of the aſtronomer 
he ſaw and pitied the weakneſs of human 


nature ; and by ſtrengthening the preſent 
conviction 
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conviction of mind, he graciouſly re- 
moved the inſanity under which he la- 
boured. 1:4 


—  —  — — — — — — 

0 4 q S 

THE CHARACTER OF THE MERCHANT 
HONOURA@#aBLE., 


Long live in a mercantile country, my 

ſon, and I wiſh you to think reſpect- 
fully of the character of a merchant. Hear 
the ſentiments of the firſt genius of the 
age on this ſubject. “ In France,” ſays 
Voltaire, „the title of Marquis is given 
to any one who will accept of it; 
and whoever arrives at Paris, from the 
moſt remote province, with money in his 
purſe, and a name terminating in ac or ille, 
may ſtrut about, and cry, Such a man as 
I ! aman of my rank and figure! and may 
look down upon a trader with ſovereign 
contempt ; whilſt the trader, on the other 
ſide, by thus often hearing his profeſſion 
treated ſo diſdainfully, is fool enough to 


bluſh at it. However, I need not ſay 
| which 
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 which''is moſt uſeful to a nation; a lord 
powdered in the tip of the mode, who 
knows exactly at what o'clock the king 
riſes and goes to bed, and who gives him- 
ſelf airs of grandeur and ſtate, at the ſame 
time that he is acting the ſlave in the anti- 
chamber of a prime miniſter; or a mer- 
chant, who enriches his country, diſ- 
patches orders from his compting-houſe to 
Surat and Grand Cairo, and contributes to 
the felicity of the world,” 


— ——̃ñ — 
A FEMALE CHARACTER, 


ER kindly melting heart, 
To every want and every woe, 
To guilt itſelf when in diſtreſs, 
The balm of pity would impart, 
And all relief that bounty could beſtow ! 
Ev'n for the kid or lamb that pour'd its life 
Beneath the, bloody knife, 
Her gentle tears would fall, 
As ſhe the common mother were of all, 


Nor only good, and kind, 
But ſtrong and elevated was her mind: 
A ſpirit that with noble pride 
Could look ſuperior down 
On Fortune's ſmile, or frown ; 


That 
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That could, without regret or pain, 
To virtue's loweſt duty ſacrifice, 
Or intereſt's, or ambition's higheſt prize x 
That injur'd or offended never tryu 
Its dignity by vengeance to maintain, 
But by magnanimous diſdain. 


A wit, that temperately bright 
With inoffenſive light, 

All pleafing ſhone, nor ever paſt 
The decent bounds that Wiſdom's ſober hand, 
And ſweet Benevolence's mild command, 
And baſhful Modeſty, before it caft. 
A prudence undeceiving, undeceiv'd ; 
That nor too little, nor too much believ'd; 
That ſcorn'd unjuſt Suſpicion's coward fear, 
And without weakneſs knew to be fincere. 


Lord LYTTELTON. © 


CRUELTY TO HORSES. 


N the month of June, Lucy, Emilia, 
and Jacobus were carried by Hortenſia 


to view the crouds of company, as they 
paſſed to the races, which are annually 
held upon Kerſal Moor, near Mancheſter. 
The variety of countenances which they 
ſaw ; 
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which is moſt uſeful to a nation; a lord 
powdered in the tip of the mode, who 
knows exactly at what o'clock the king 
riſes and goes to bed, and who gives him- 
ſelf airs of grandeur and ſtate, at the ſame 
time that he is acting the ſlave in the anti- 
chamber of a prime miniſter; or a mer- 
chant, who enriches his country, diſ- 
patches orders from his compting-houſe to 
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To every want and every woe, 

To guilt itſelf when in diſtreſs, 

The balm of pity would impart, _ 
And all relief that bounty could beſtow ! 
Ev'n for the kid or lamb that pour'd its life 

Beneath the, bloody knife, 
Her gentle tears would fall, 
As ſhe the common mother were of all. 


Nor only good, and kind, 
But ſtrong and elevated was her mind : 
A ſpirit that with noble pride 
Could look ſuperior down 
On Fortune's ſmile, or frown ; 


That 
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That could, without regret or pain, 
To virtue's loweſt duty ſacrifice, 
Or intereſt's, or ambition's higheſt prize x 
That injur'd or offended never try'tl 
Its dignity by vengeance to maintain, 
But by magnanimous diſdain. 


A wit, that temperately bright 
With inoffenfive light, 

All pleaſing ſhone, nor ever paſt 
The decent bounds that Wiſdom's ſober ha, 
And ſweet Benevolence's mild command, 
And baſhful Modeſty, before it caft. 
A prudence undeceiving, undeceiv'd ; 
That nor too little, nor too much believ'd ; 
That ſcorn'd unjuſt Suſpicion's coward fear, 
And without weakneſs knew to be fincere. 


Lord LYTTELTON. 


CRUELTY TO HORSES. 


I N the month of June, Lucy, Emilia, 
and Jacobus were carried by Hortenſia 

to view the crouds of company, as they 
paſſed to the races, which are annually 
held upon Kerſal Moor, near Mancheſter. 
The variety of countenances which they 
ſaw ; 
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ſaw; the mirth of ſome, the eagerneſs 
of others, and the diſſipation of all, fur- 
niſhed a delightful entertainment to their 
young minds, unalloyed by any reflections 
on the extravagance, gaming, and intem- 
perance which ſuch diverſions produce. 
Whilſt they were enjoying this ſcene of 
pleaſure, they obſerved two men ad- 
vancing on a full gallop, ſpurring and 
laſhing their horſes to increaſe their ſpeed. 
The day was extremely hot, and one of 
the horſes fell gafping almoſt at the feet of 
Jacobus. By his agility, the rider inſtantly 
freed himſelf from the ſtirrups ; and riſing 
with fury from the ground, he beat his 
horſe in the moſt ſavage and relentleſs 
manner. The poor animal was unable to 
move ; and at every ſtroke of the whip, ex- 
preſſed his agonies by the moſt piercing 
groans. In vain the ſurrounding croud 
interceded in his behalf. The tyrant to 
whom he belonged, inflamed with anger 
and revenge, continued inexorable; and 
Hortenſia withdrew, with her young charge, 
from a ſpectacle ſo painful and diſtreſſing. 


When 


„ 
9 
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When Euphronius returned to Hart- 
Hill in the evening, his children flocked 
around him, impatient to relate this tale 
of woe. I know and pity the unhappy 
horſe, ſaid he; and if you will liſten to 
me, I will give you the particulars of his 
hiſtory. The fire of this animal was a 
native of Arabia Felix, where he ranged 
without controul, in the moſt fertile and 
extenſive plains, enjoying all the luxuries 
of nature. He was the leader of-a herd 
which conſiſted of more than five hundred 
of his ſpecies; and thus ſupported. by the 
united force of numbers, no beaſt of the 
foreſt durſt attack him. When his follow- 
ers ſlept, he ſtood as centinel, to give 
notice of approaching danger; and if an 
Arab happened to advance, he ſometimes 
walked up boldly towards him, as if to ex- 
amine his ſtrength, or to intimidate him; 
then inſtantly he gave the ſignal to his fel - 
lows, by a loud ſnorting, and the whole herd 
fled with the ſwiftneſs of the wind. In 
one of theſe flights he was taken by a 
Ps concealed upon the ground; which 

entangling 
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entangling his feet, made him an eaſy prey 
to the hunter. He was carried to Con- 
ſtantinople; fold to the Britiſh envoy 
there; and brought by him into England, 
to improve our breed of horſes. The firſt 
colt he got, was the poor animal whoſe 
ſufferings you now lament, and whom I 
remember to have ſeen gay, frolicſome, 
and happy. He was fed in a large paſture, 
where he uſed to gallop round and round ; 
trying every active movement of his limbs, 
and increaſing his ſtrength and agility by 
thoſe gambols and exerciſes, which jocund 
nature, in early youth, inſpires. Thus 
paſied the firſt period of his life ; but now 
his ſtate of ſervitude and miſery commen- 
ced. To render him more tame and paſ- 
five, a painful operation was performed 
upon him, by which the ſize and firmneſs 
of his muſcles were impaired, his ſpirit 
was depreſſed, and he loſt, with the dif- 
tinction of his ſex, one effential power of 
uſefulneſs and enjoyment. Nature had 
furniſhed him with a flowing tail, which 
was at once an ornament, a covering for 
nies}; what 
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what ſhould be concealed, and a weapon 
of defence againſt the flies of ſummer. 
But falſe taſte decreed the extirpation of 
it; and ſeveral joints were taken off by a 
coarſe inſtrument and blundering farrier. 
The blood guſhed from the wound; and 
to ſtop the diſcharge, the tender part was 
ſeared with a red hot iron. At this inſtant 
of time I happened to paſs by; and whilft 
I was pierced to the heart with the ſaffer- 
ings of the horſe, I ſaw the ſavage who 
inflicted them, ſuſpend his operation, to 
curſe and beat him for the groans he ut- 


tered. When the tail was thus reduced to 


a ridiculous ſhortneſs, it was thought that a 
turn upwards would give additional grace 
to it: And to produce this effect, ſeveral 
deep cuts were made 'on the under fide 
of it; and the tail was drawn by a cord 
and pully into a moſt- painful poſition, 
till the granulation of the fleſh: was com- 


pleated. He was now trained, or broken, 


as it is uſually termed, for riding; and 

during this ſeaſon of diſcipline, he under- 

went all the ſeverities of the laſh and the 
ſpur. 


— 
« 
— — — — 
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ſpur. Many a time were his ſides covered 
with blood, before his averſion to the aſs 
could be fully ſubdued. The dread of 
this animal he derived from his ſire; for 
in the ſtate of nature, the aſs and the horſe 
bear the utmoſt antipathy to each other: 


And if a horſe happen to ſtray into the 
paſtures where the wild aſſes graze, they 


attack him with fury; and ſurrounding 
him to prevent his flight, they bite and 
kick him till he dies. When rendered 
perfectly tractable, he was ſold to the pre- 
ſeat - proprietor, whom he has faithfully 
and affectionately ſerved during ten years. 
He has been a companion to him in vari- 
ous journeys; has borne him with eaſe and 
ſecurity many thouſand miles; has contri- 
buted-to reſtore him from ſickneſs to health, 
by the gentle exerciſe which he afforded ; 
and by the ſwiftneſs of his feet, he has 
twice reſcued him from robbers and aflaſ- 
ſins. But he is now growing old; his 
joints become ſtiff; his wind fails him; 
and urged beyond his ſpeed, on ſo ſultry 
a day, he fell breathleſs at your feet. In a 


few 
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few hours he recovered himſelf; and the 
owner has ſince diſpoſed of him, at a low 
price, to the maſter of the poſt horſes in 
Mancheſter. He is now to be ridden as a 
common hackney, or to be driven in a 
chaiſe ; and he will be at the mercy of 
every coxcomb traveller, who gallops night 
and day through different countries, to 
acquire a knowledge of mankind, by the 
obſervation of their manners, cuſtoms, 
laws, arts, police, and government. Ir is 
obvious that the horſe will ſoon be diſqua- 
lified for this violent and cruel ſervice; and 
if he ſurvive, he will be ſold to grind in a 
mill. In this ſituation his exerciſe will be 
leſs ſevere, but almoſt without intermiſſi- 
on; the movement in a circle will produce 
a dizzineſs of the head; and in a month or 
two he will become blind. Srill, how- 
ever, his labours are to continue; and he 
may drag on years of toil and ſorrow, 
ere death cloſes te period of his ſuffer- 


ings. 


The children were uh affected by this 
H narrative; 
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narrative; and Jacobus cried out, with 
emotion, © I love my little horſe, and will 
* never abuſe him: And when he grows 
ce old, he ſhall reſt from his work; and I 
ce will feed him, and take care of him till 

© he dies.” . 


—— —.—— 
POSITIVENESS. 


re cameleon is a ſmall quadruped, 
in ſhape reſembling a crocodile, and 
chiefly found in Arabia and Egypt. It 
is a vulgar error that this animal feeds 
upon air; for his ſtomach is always found 
to contain flies and other inſets. Mr. Le 
Bruyn, during his abode at Smyrna, had 
four cameleons in his poſſeſſion. He never 
perceived that they eat any thing, except 
now and then a fly, Their colour often 
changed, without any apparent cauſe ; but 
their moſt durable one was grey, or rather 
a pale mouſe colour. Sometimes the 
animals were of a beautiful green, ſpotted 
with yellow; at other times they were 
marked 


* 
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marked all over with dark brown; but he 
never found that they aſſumed a red colour. 
Theſe properties of the cameleon have 
given riſe to the following fable, which 
was written by Mr. Merrick, and ſhews, 
in a lively and ſtriking manner, the folly 
of poſitiveneſs in opinion. 


Tus CAME LEON. 


O˙* * it been my lot to mark 

A proud, conceited, talking ſpark, 
With eyes, that hardly ſerv'd at moſt 
To guard their maſter *gainſt a poſt, 
Yet round the world the blade has been 
To ſee whatever could be ſeen, 
Returning from his finiſh'd tour, 
Grown ten times perter than before ; 
Whatever word you chance to drop, 
The travelPd fool your mouth will ſtop, 
Sir, if my judgment you'll allow 

« Pve ſeen and ſure I ought to knoẽ-w 
So begs you'd pay a due ſubmiſſion, 

And acquieſce in his decifion. 


Two travellers of ſuch a caſt, 
As o'er Arabia's wilds they paſt, 


And on their way in friendly chat 
Now talk'd of this, and then of that, 


H 2 Diſcours'd 


—— —— . — 
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Diſcours'd awhile *mongſt other matter, 
Of the cameleon's form and nature. 

A ſtranger animal,” cries one, 

Sure never liv'd beneath the ſun : 

A lizard's body lean and long, 

A fiſh's head, a ſerpent's tongue, 

Its tooth with triple claw disjoin'd ; 
And what a length of tail behind! 

* How flow its pace ! and then its hue--- 
Who ever ſaw ſo ſine a blue? 


* Hold there,” the other quick replies, 
« ?Tis green---I ſaw it with theſe eyes, 
« As late with open mouth it lay, 
« And warm'd it in the ſunny ray; 
« Stretch'd at its caſe the beaſt I view'd, 
% And ſaw it cat the air for food.“ 


« Pve ſeen it, Sir, as well as you, 
« And mutt again affirm it blue. 
« At leiſure I the beaſt ſurvey'd, 
* Extended in the cooling ſhade.” 


« Tis green, 'tis green, Sir, I aſſure xe. 


4“ Green!” cries the other in a fury--- 
„Why Sir---d'ye think Pve loſt my eyes? 
* *Twere no great loſs,” the friend replies, 
For, if they always ſerve you thus, 


% You'll find them but of little uſe.” , 
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$0 high at laſt the conteſt roſe, 
From words they almoſt came to blows ; * 
When luckily came by a third--- 
To him the queſtion they referr'd ; 
And begg'd he'd tell *em, if he knew, 4 
Whether the thing was green or blue, 


5 Sirs,” cries the umpire, © ceaſe your pother - 
© The creature's neither one nor Yother, 
© I caught the animal laſt night, 
« Andview'd it o'er by candle light: 
I mark'd it well twas black as jet 
* You ſtare --but Sirs, Pve got it yet, 
* And can produce it.” “ Pray, Sir, do: 
*« Il lay my life the thing is. blue.” 
And Pll be ſworn, that when you've ſeen _ 
* The reptile, you'll pronounce him green.” 


Well then, at once to eaſe the doubt,” 
Replies the man, Pl] turn him out: 
And when before your eyes Ive ſet him, | 
* If you don't find him black, Pll eat him :* 
He ſaid: then full before their fight 
Produc'd the beaſt; and lo! *twas white. 


PovpsLey's Corrgcriox, Vol. V. 
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. was a youth of good 


parts, and of amiable diſpoſitions ; 
but by keeping bad company he had con- 


_ tracted, in an extreme degree, the odious 


practice of Lying. His word was ſcarcely 
ever believed by his friends; and he was 
often ſuſpected of faults, becauſe he denied 


the commiſſion of them, and puniſhed for 


offences, of which he was convicted only 
by his aſſertions of innocence. The expe- 
rience of every day manifeſted the diſ- 
advantages which he ſuffered from the 
habitual violation of truth. He had a 
garden ſtocked with the choiceſt flowers ; 
and the cultivation of it was his favourite 
amuſement, It happened that the cattle of 
the adjoining paſture had broken down the 
fence; and he found them trampling upon, 
and deſtroying a bed of fine auriculas. He 
could not drive theſe ravagers away, with- 
out endangering the ſtill more valuable 
productions of the next parterre ; and he 


haſtened to requeſt the aſſiſtance of the 
gardener, © You intend to make a fool 
of 
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of me,” ſaid the man, who refuſed to go, 
as he gave no credit to the relation of 
Mendaculus. 


One froſty day, his father had the miſ- 
fortune to be thrown from his horſe, and 
to fracture his thigh. Mendaculus was 
preſent, and was deeply affected by the 
accident, but had not ſtrength to afford 
the neceſſary help. He was therefore o- 
bliged to leave him, in this painful con- 
dition, on the ground, which was at that 
time covered with ſnow; and, with all 
the expedition in his power, he rode to 
Mancheſter, to ſolicit the aid of the firſt 
benevolent perſon he ſhould meet with. 
His character as a liar was generally 
known; few to whom he applied paid at- 
tention to his ſtory; and no one believed 
it. After loſing much time in fruitleſs 
entreaties, he returned with a forrowful 
heart, and with his eyes bathed in tears, 
to the place where the accident happened. 
But his father was removed from thence ; 
A coach fortunately paſſed that way ; he 
was taken into it, and conveyed to his 

H 4 | own 
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own houſe, whither Mendaculus ſoon fol- 


lowed him. 


A luſty boy, of whom Mendaculus 
had told ſome falſhoods, often way-laid 
him as he went to ſchool, and beat him 
with great ſeverity. Conſcious of his ill 
deſert, Mendaculus bore, for ſome time, 
in ſilence, this chaſtiſement ; but the fre- 
quent repetition of it, at laſt overpowered 
his reſolution, and he complained to his 
father of the uſage which he met with. 
His father, though dubious of the truth 
of this account, applicd to the parents of 
the boy who abuſed him. But he could 
obtain no redreſs from them, and only re- 
ceived the following painful anſwer: © Your 
ſon is a notorious liar, and we pay no re- 
gard to his affertions.” Mendaculus was 
therefore obliged to ſubmit to the wonted 
correction, till full ſatisfaction had been 
taken by his antagoniſt for the injury 
which he had ſuſtained, 


Such were the evils in which this un- 
fortunate youth almoſt daily involved him- 
ſelf, by the habit of lying. He was ſenſi- 

1 | ble 
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ble of his miſconduct, and began to reflect 
upon it with ſeriouſneſs and contrition. 
Reſolutions of amendment ſucceeded to 
penitence; he ſet a guard upon his words; 
ſpoke little, and always with caution and 
reſerve; and he ſoon found, by ſweet 
experience, that truth is more eaſy and 
natural than falſhood. By degrees the love 
of it became predominant in his mind; 
and fo ſacred at length did he hold veracity 
to be, that he ſcrupled even the leaſt 

N jocular violation of it. This happy change | 

reſtored him to the eſteem of his friends; 

the confidence of the public ; and the peace 

of his own conſcience. | 


VIGILANT OBSERVATION. 


B E attentive, my dear Alexis, to every 
event which occurs, and to all the 
objects which ſurround you. Suffer no- | 
thing to eſcape your notice. The minuteit 
ſubſtance, or the moſt trivial incident, may 
furniſh important knowledge, or be applied 
to ſome uſeful purpoſe. I have heard that 
| the 
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the great law of gravitation, by which the 
whole ſyſtem of the univerſe is governed, 
was firſt ſuggeſted to the mind of Sir Iſaac 
Newton by the accidental fall of an apple, 
which he obſerved on a very ſtill day, in a 
parden. Archimedes, a Sicilian philoſo- 
pher, who flouriſhed about two centuries 
before Chriſt, happened to remark, whilſt 
he was bathing, that the bulk of the water 
was increaſed, in a certain proportion, by 
his immerſion in it. A fortunate train 
of ideas inſtantly aroſe in his mind ; he 
ſaw at one view the method of aſcertain- 
ing the ſpecific gravities of bodies, that is, 
how much they are lighter or heavier than 
others of a different kind ; and he perceived 
that he ſhould now be able to detect the 
fraud of an artiſt, who had mixed baſe 
metal with the gold of king Hiero's crown. 
So overjoyed was he at this diſcovery, that, 
it is ſaid, he ran naked out of the bath into 


the ſtreets of Syracuſe, crying out, © I have 


found it! I have found it!” The hydro- 
ftatical balance is framed on the theorem 
of Archimedes, © that a body heavier than 


cc water 


N 


f 
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« water weighs leſs in water than in air, by 
ce the weight of as much water as is equal to 
« jt in bulk.” And this inſtrument is em- 
ployed to eſtimate the purity of metals, the 
richneſs of ores, and the relation which a 
variety of ſubſtances bear to each other. 


Dr. Franklin, when he was on board 
the fleet of ſhips bound againſt Louiſbourg 
in 1757, happened to obſerve that the wakes 
of two of the veſſels were remarkably 
ſmooth, whilſt thoſe of all the reſt were 
ruffled by the wind, which then blew freſh. 
He was puzzled with the appearance, and 
pointing it out to the captain of his ſhip, 
aſked him the cauſe of it. © The cooks,” 
ſaid he, © have probably been pouring out 
their greaſy water.” Though this ſolution 
by no means ſatisfied the philoſopher, he 
determined to take the firſt opportunity of 
trying the effect of oil on water. And you 
are well acquainted with the fucceſs of his 


curious and very uſeful experiments on 


this ſubject. DS. 
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We are informed by Mr. Boyle, that 
Harvey had the firſt glimpſe of the circu- 
lation of the blood, from a view of the 
valves of the veins, as they were exhibited 
by Fabricius the anatomiſt, to his pupils. 
The invention of mezzotintos is ſaid to 
have taken riſe from the obſervance of 
regular figures on a ruſty gun-barrel. 
Geoffroy relates that the virtues of the 
Peruvian bark were diſcovered by an 
Indian, who in the hot fit of an inter- 
mittent, drank largely of the water of 
a pool, into which ſome of thoſe trees, 
that yielded it, had fallen.----- But I ſhall 
repeat no farther inſtances of this kind, 
till I can add to the number ſome valu- 
able acquiſition of yours ; the happy fruit, 
my dear Alexis, of your ſagacity and at- 
rention, 


F-$ 8. 4 0M. 
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horſe, 
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horſe. The horſe grew a little trouble- 
ſome, at which the rider became very 
angry, and whipped and ſpurred him with 
great fury. The horſe, almoſt as wrong- 
headed as his maſter, returned his treat- 
ment by kicking and plunging. The 


companion, concerned for the danger, and 


aſhamed of the folly of his friend, ſaid to 
him coolly, Be quiet, be quiet, and fhew 
yourſelf the wiſer of the two. 

TRE WorLD, Vol. IV. 
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FAMILY LOVE AND HARMONY. 


123 amuſe you with a little experi- 


ment, ſaid Sophron, one evening, to 
Lucy, Emilia, Alexis, and Jacobus; and 
riſing from the table, he took the candles, 
and held them about half an inch aſunder, 


oppoſite to a medallion of Dr. Franklin, * _ 


Made by the author's very ingenious friends Meſſrs. 
Wedgewood and Bentley; whoſe improvements in the 
fine arts do honour to this age and nation. 


and 
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and about two yards diſtant from it. The 
motto round the figure, UNHURT AMIDST 
THE WAR OF ELEMENTS, Was juſt diſtinctly 
viſible. When the degree of light had 
been ſufficiently obſerved, he united the 
flames of the two candles, by putting them 
cloſe together; and the whole figure, with 
the inſcription, became inſtantly illumina- 
ted in a much ſtronger manner than before. 
They were all pleaſed and ſtruck with the 
effect; and they deſired Euphronius, who 
now entered the parlour, to explain to them 
the cauſe of it. He commended their en- 
tertainment, and informed them, that a 
greater degree of heat is produced by the 
junction of the two flames, and conſequent- 
ly a farther attenuation and more copious 
emiſſion of the particles, of which light 
conſiſts. But, my dear children, conti- 
nued he, attend to the leſſon of virtue as 
well as of /cience, which the experiment 
you have ſeen affords, Nature has im- 
planted in your hearts benevolence, friend- 
ſhip, gratitude, humanity, and generoſity ; 
and theſe ſocial affections are ſeparately 

ſhining 
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ſhining lights in the world. But they burn 
with peculiar warmth and luſtre, when more 
concentred in the kindred charities of bro- 
ther, ſiſter, child, and parent. And harmo- 
ny, peace, ſympathy in joy and grief, mu- 
tual good offices, forgiveneſs, and forbear- 
ance, are the bright emanations of domeſ- 
tic love. Oh! may the radiance of ſuch 


virtues long illuminate this happy houſ- 
hold ! 
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My DEAR CHILDREN, 


E Gy the indulgence 
of a kind Providence, I 
am again permitted to dedicate 
the effuſions of a tender heart, 
to your improvement ; and I am 
perſuaded that you will receive 
them with pleaſure and reſpect, 
as the counſels of a faithful 
friend, and affectionate father. 
Harſh reproof and ſtern autho- 
| rity you have never experienced. 

Love has been the motive; and 
13 reaſon, 
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reaſon, ſince you were capable 


of being governed by it, the rule 
of your obedience: And each 
revolving year has added to your 
virtues, and to my felicity. Soon, 
however, the connection in 
which we now rejoice, will be 
diflolved. The frequent inter- 
ruptions of my health, and the 
natural delicacy of my conſtitu- 
tion, warn me of the precarious 
tenure, on which I hold the 
deareſt bleſſings of life ; and 
heighten my attachment to you, 
and to my friends, whilſt they 
render me indifferent to almoſt 
every other enjoyment. It 1s our 
wiſdom, therefore, and I truſt it 
is our mutual wiſh, to improve 


the 


$83: 0 


the fleeting period of our union ; 


to cheriſh the generous ſympa- _ 


thies, which the filial and pa- 
ternal relations inſpire ; and to 
diſcharge our reciprocal duties 
with aſſiduity, delight, and 


perſeverance, 


In theſe pages I ſhall continue 
to addreſs you, with a father's _ 
fond ſolicitude, when my tongue 
| hath loſt its utterance, and my 
heart hath ceaſed to feel. Nor 
will you be deaf to my inſtruc- 
tions, though the voice be heard 
no more, which once delivered 
them. With pious tenderneſs 
you will recollect the love from 
which they flowed; and grati- 

14 tude 


C- 2&2 1} 
tude will confer on them a va- 
lue, far beyond their humble 


claim of merit. 


Such are the pleaſing expecta- 
tions I have formed ; and which 
your amiable diſpoſitions, and 
affectionate behaviour, fully juſ- 
tity. Oh! may no clouds ariſe, 


to obſcure the brightneſs of the 
proſpect now before me! May 


wiſdom and virtue, more and 
more illuminate your path |! 
And at the cloſe of life, may 


it be my honour and felicity, 


to have ſupported the endear- 
ing character of your guardian, 


friend, and father ! Adieu. 


MaxchzsrEx, Jan. iſt, 1777. 


* 


—Uä—ñä4 ñ ́ ꝝꝓ——ᷓ— — 


* 
3 
| 
| 


. 


* 


2 
— — 1 — —— 
= 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


T HE Inſtrufions of a Father to his 

Children have been received with 
candour and indulgence by the public; and 
the author ſubmits, without reluctance, 
the continuation of his work, to the ſame 
impartial tribunal. Paternal aſfection 


firſt ſuggeſted the plan; experience hath 


evinced its utility ; and both conſpire to 
encourage the proſecution of it. 


This volume, like the former, ts 
adapted to very different ages and oc- / 
cafions. The moral tales and reflettions 
it contains, are addreſſed to the hearts 
and underſtandings of a numerous young 


family; for whoſe future, as well ar 


preſent improvement, they have been 
compoſed. 
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Hanrs A PATRE MUNUS, MARCE FIL1; SED PERINDE 
ERIT, UT ACCEPERIS.----His VOLUMINIBUS AD TE 
PROFECTA VOX MEA EST; TRIBUES HIS TEMPORIS 
QUANTUM POTERIS ; POTERIS AUTEM, QUANTUM 
VOLES,----T1B1 PERSUADE TE MIHI QUIDEM ESSE 
CARISSIMUM; SED MULTO FORE CARIOREM, $1 TA- 
LIBVS MONUMEN TIS PRECEPTISQUE LETABERE., 


CICERO, 


MOR A L 


TALES FABLES 


REFLECTIONS 


THE TRUE ENJOYMENTS OF LIFE, 


ME Y be ſurvive his relatives and friends! 


was the imprecation of a Roman, on 


the perſon who ſhould deſtroy the monu- 
ment of his anceſtors.* A more dreadful 
curſe could ſcarcely be denounced. I re- 


member to have ſeen it ſomewhere record- 


* QuisqQu1s. Hoc. SusTULERIT. 
AUT, JUSSERIT. 
ULTiIMUs. Suo kun. MorRIATUR, 
| Fleetwood Inſeript. Antiq. p. 221. 
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ed, that an emperor of China, on his ac- 
ceſſion to the throne, commanded a general 
releaſe from the priſons, of all that were 
confined for debt. Amongſt the number 
was an old man, who had been an early 
victim to adverſity; and whoſe days of 
impriſonment, reckoned by the gotches 
which he had cut on the door of his 
gloomy cell, expreſſed the annual revolu- 
tion of more than fifty ſuns. With faulter- 
ing ſteps, he departed from his manſion of 
ſorrow: His eyes were dazzled with the 
ſplendor of light; and the face of nature 
preſented to his view a perfect paradiſe. 
The jail, in which he had been impriſoned, 
was at ſome diſtance from Pekin; and he 
directed his courſe to that city, impatient 
to enjoy the gratulations of his wife, his 
children, and his friends. 


With difficulty he found his way to the 
ſtreet, in which formerly ſtood his decent 
habitation; and his heart became more 
and more elated at every ſtep which he 

e proceeded, and looked 
nels bets around ; but ſaw few of 


thoſe 
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thoſe objects with which he was formerly 
converſant. & magnificent edifice was 
erected on the ſite of the houſe which he 
had inhabited: The dwellings of his neigh- 
bours had aſſumed new forms; and he be- 
held not a ſingle face of which he had the 
leaſt recollection. An aged pauper, Who 
ſtood, with trembling knees, at the gate of a 
portico, from which he had been thruſt by 
the inſolent menial who guarded it, ſtruck 
his attention. He ſtopped to give him a 
pittance out of the bounty, with which he 
had been ſupplied by the emperor's libe- 
rality; and received, in return, the fad 
tidings, that his wife had fallen a lingering 
ſacrifice to penury and ſorrow ; that his 
children were gone to ſeek their fortunes 
in unknown climes; and that the grave _ 
contained his neareſt and moſt valuable 
friends. Overwhelmed with anguiſh, he 
haſtened to the palace of his ſovereign, 
into whoſe preſence his hoary locks and 
mournful viſage ſoon obtained admiſſion ; 
and caſting himſelf at the feet of the em- 
peror, Great prince, he cried, remand me 


to the priſon, from which miſtaken mercy 
hath 
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hath delivered me !. I have furvived my fa- 
mily and friends; and in the midſt of this 
populous city, I find myſelf in dreary ſoli- 
tude. The cell of my dungeon protected 
me from the gazers at my wretchednelſs ; 
and whilſt ſecluded from ſociety, I was 


leſs ſenſible of the loſs of ſocial enjoy- 


ments. I am now tortured with the view 
of pleaſures in which I cannot participate; 


and die with thirſt, though ſtreams of de- 
light ſurround me. 


If the horrors of a dungeon, my Alexis, 
be preferred to the world at large, by the 
man whois bereft of his kindred and friends, 
how highly ſhould you prize, how tenderly 
ſhould you love, and how ſtudious ſhould 
| you be to pleaſe thoſe near and dear rela- 
tions, whom a more indulgent Providence 
has yet preſerved to you! Liſten to the 
affectionate counſels of your parents; trea- 
ſure up their precepts; reſpect their riper 
judgment; and enjoy, with gratitude and 
delight, the advantages reſulting from 
their ſociety. Bind to your boſom, by 
the moſt endearing ties, your brothers and 

; ſiſters ; 


# 
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fiſters ; cheriſh them as your beſt compani- 
ons, through the variegated journey of life; 
and ſuffer no jealouſies or feuds to interrupt 
the harmony which now reigns, and, I 
_ truſt, will ever reign in this happy family. 
Cultivate the friendſhip of your father's 
friends; merit the approbation of the wiſe 
and good ; qualify yourſelf, by the acqui- 
ſition of knowledge, and the exerciſe of the 
benevolent affections, for the intercourſe 
of mankind ; and you will at once be an 


ornament to ſociety, and derive from it 
the higheſt felicity. 


A WINTER EVENING's CONVERSATION. 


& uE family of Euphronius had left their 
retirement at Hart-Hill, where | 


Dead the vegetable kingdom lay, 
And dumb the tuneful. “ 


His fire- ſide at Mancheſter was ſurrounded 
by a young and ſmiling circle; and the 
various labours and incidents of the day 


* Thomſon, 


| furniſhed 
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furniſhed topics of amuſing converſation 
for the evening. Each, in ſucceſſion, was 
the little hero of his own important tale ; 


and Sophron cloſed the entertainment, by 


repeating the Geographical Leſſon which 
he had learned, and recounting his travels 
over the terraqueous globe. 


All liſtened with eager attention to the 
wondrous narration. He told them of the 
orange groves, and ſpicy woods of Weſtern _ 
and Eaſtern India; deſcribed the gold and 
filver mines of Peru, the rich diamonds of 
Brazil and of Bengal, and the ivory tuſks 
of the elephant, found in the foreſts of 
Africa. In artleſs colours, he painted the 
dreary regions and eternal ſnows of the 
Northern and Southern Poles; and when 
a general chill had ſeized his ſympathetic 
audience, he preſented to their aſtoniſhed 
view the clouds of ſmoke, and torrents of 


liquid fire diſcharged by Hecla, Veſuvius, 


and Etna. Theſe impreſſions of horror 
were for awhile ſuſpended, when he diſ- 
played the vaſt expanſe of the ocean, un- 
ruffled by a breath of wind, reflecting every 

| where 
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where the azure ſky, and crowded with 
myriads of ſportive . fiſhes. But a ſtorm 
ſucceeds ; the ſwelling billows mount into 
the heavens, the ſhattered bark is borne aloft 
on the ſummit of a wave, and then hurled 
into the gulph below, where ſhe is daſhed 
againſt a treacherous rock, or ſwallowed 


by the horrible abyſs. 


Sophron proceeded to the hiſtory of 
animated nature: he pictured the Lion 
which inhabits the burning deſarts of 
Zaara ; pointed out the juſt proportions of 
his make, in which ſtrength is united with 
agility, his undaunted look, and tremen- 
dous roar, reſembling diſtant thunder. The 
peaceable Rhinoceros, that provokes not 
to combat, yet diſdains to fly, even from 
the monarch of the foreſt; the fierce Tyger, 
the ſavage and untameable Hyena, and the 
artful Crocodile, were each deſcribed. Nor 
did he forget the Camel, patient of hunger 
and thirſt; the monſtrous Hippopotamos, 
found in the rivers Nile, and Niger ; 
and the Ouran-Outang, ſo near in its 
approaches to the human form. The 

K 2 ſcaly 
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ſcaly tribe of fiſhes he barely, noticed; but 
dwelt longer on the ſtructure, properties, 
and habitudes of the feathered race. He 
particularly enlarged on the ſongſters of 
the wood, who delight the eye, and charm 
the ear, by their varied plumage, and en- 
chanting notes. Theſe pleaſing notes, 
he ſaid, like human language, are not 
innate ;* but depend on the imitation of 
ſuch ſounds, as the birds moſt frequently 
hear, and which their organs are adapted 
to perform. A young robin has been 
taught the ſong of the nightingale ; and 
a linnet, which belonged to Mr. Matthews 
at Kenſington, almoſt articulated the words 
pretty boy. The common ſparrow, taken 
from the neſt when juſt fledged, and edu- 
cated with the goldfinch and the linnet, 
acquires the muſic of each; and the powers 
of the mocking bird are expreſſed by its 
very name. Canary birds, which are ſo 
much admired in this country, are im- 
ported. from Tyrol, where the nightingale 
was originally employed as their inſtructor 


* Philoſophical TranſaQtions, Vol. Lx111. p. 249. 
in 
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in ſinging. The traffic in theſe birds forms 


an article of commerce, as four Tyroleſe 
generally bring over to England fixteen 
hundred every year: And though they 
carry them one thouſand miles by land, 
and pay a duty of twenty pounds for this 
number, yet they reap a ſufficient profit 
from the ſale of them.“ 


Here Sophron - concluded the hiſtory of 
his travels, of which this is only a briet 
relation. Alexis, Lucy, Emilia, and Ja- 
cobus continued in mute attention, ex- 
pecting further wonders; and the looks of 
Euphronius expreſſed the ſatisfaction which 
he felt. You have given us, ſaid he to 
Sophron, a lively and juſt deſcription of 
the globe, its productions, and brute in- 
habitants; But Man, who, by the ſuperi- 
ority of his mental powers, is the lord of 
the creation, and whoſe nature and cha- 
racter form the moſt intereſting and im- 
portant objects of inquiry, has been over- 
looked in ydur ſurvey. Climate, ſoil, laws, 


* Philoſophical Tranſactions, Vol. Lx111. p. 261. 
K 3 cuſtoms, 
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cuſtoms, food, and other accidental dif- 
ferences have produced an aſtoniſhing va- 
riety in the complexion, features, manners, 
and faculties of the human ſpecies. The 
moſt refined and poliſhed nations may be 
diſtinguiſhed from each other; and a river 


is ſometimes the only boundary between 


two ſavage tribes, who are as diſſimilar in 
the tincture of their ſkin, as in the diſpoſi- 
tion of their minds. But all mankind have 
one common ſtructure; all are formed with 
the powers of reaſon, with the moral af- 
fections, and with a capacity for happineſs. 
The varieties amongſt the human race, e- 
numerated by Linnæus and Buffon, are fix. 
The firſt is found under the polar regions, 
and comprehends the Laplanders, the 
Eſquimaux Indians, the Samoeid Tartars, 
the inhabitants of Nova Zembla, the Bo- 
randians, the Greenlanders, and the people 
of Kamtſchatka. The viſage of men, in 
theſe countries, is large and broad; the 
noſe flat and ſhort ; the eyes of a yellowiſh 
brown, inclining to blackneſs ; the cheek 
bones extremely high; the mouth large; 
the lips thick, and turned outwards ; the 

voice 


1 
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voice thin and ſqueaking ; and the ſkin of 
a dark grey colour.“ The people are 
ſhort in ſtature, the generality being about 
four feet high, and the talleſt not more 
than five. Ignorance, ſtupidity, and ſu- 
perſtition are the mental characteriſtics of 
the inhabitants of theſe rigorous climates, 
For here | 


Doze the groſs race. Nor ſprightly jeſt nor ſong, 
Nor tenderneſs they know, nor aught of life, 


Beyond the kindred bears that ſtalk without. + 


The Tartar race, under which may be 
comprehended the Chineſe, and the Japa- 
neſe, forms the ſecond great variety in the 
human ſpecies. Their countenances are 
broad and wrinkled, even in youth ; their 
noſes ſhort and flat ; their eyes little, ſunk 
in the ſockets, and ſeveral inches aſunder; 
their cheek bones are high; their teeth of 
a large ſize, and ſeparate from each other; 
their complexions olive - coloured ; and 
their hair black. Theſe nations, in gene- 


Krantz. Goldſmith's Hiſtory of the Earth, 
F Thomſon's Seaſons. 
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ral, have no religion, no ſettled notions of 
morality, and no decency of behaviour. 
They are chiefly robbers; their wealth 
conſiſts in horſes, and their ſkill in the 
management of them. 


The third variety of mankind is that of 
the ſouthern Aſiatics, or the inhabitants of 
India. Theſe are of a ſlender ſhape, have 
long ſtraight black hair, and generally 
Roman noſes. Their complexions are of 

an olive colour, and in ſome parts quite 
black. Theſe people are flothful, luxuri- 
ous, ſubmiſſive, cowardly, and effemi- 
nate.* 


— The parent Sun himſelf 
Seems o'er this world of flaves to tyrannize; 
And, with oppreſſive ray, the roſeate bloom 
Of beauty blaſting, gives the gloomy hue, 
And feature groſs : or worſe, to ruthleſs deeds, 
Mad jealouſy, blind rage, and fell revenge, 
Their fervid ſpirit fires. Love dwells not there, 
The ſoft regards, the tenderneſs of life, 
The heart-ſhed tear, th' ineffable delight 
Of ſweet humanity : theſe court the beam 


See Goldſmith's Hiſtory of the Earth. 
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Of milder climes; in ſelfiſh fierce deſire, 
And the wild fury of voluptuous ſenſe, 
There loſt. The very brute creation there | 
This rage partakes, and burns with horrid fire.“ 
The Nearels"4 of Africa conſtitute the 
fourth ſtriking variety in the human ſpe- 
cies: But they differ widely from each 
other; thoſe of Guinea; for inſtance, zre 
extremely ugly, and have an inſupportably 
offenſive ſcent ; whilſt thoſe of Moſam- 
bique are reckoned beautiful, and are un- 
tainted with any diſagreeable ſmell. Tlie 
Negroes are, in general, of a black colour; 
and the downy ſoftneſs of the hair, which 
grows upon the ſkin, gives a ſmoothneſs 
to it, reſembling that of velvet. The hair 
of their heads is woolly, ſhort, and black ; 
but their beards often turn grey, and ſome- 
times white. Their noſes are flat and ſhore, 
their lips thick and tumid, and their teeth 
of an Ivory whiteneſs. f 


The intellectual and moral powers of 
theſe wretched people are uncultivated ;. 


* Thomſon's Summer. 


+ See Boldſmith's Hiſtory of the Earth, 4 
| : | an | 
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and they are ſubje& to the moſt barbarous 
deſpotiſm. The ſavage tyrants, who rule 
over them, make war upon each other for 
human plunger ; and the wretched victims, 
bartered for ſpirituous liquors, or the wares 
of Birmingham and Mancheſter, are torn 
from their families, their friends, and their 
native land; and conſigned for life to mi- 
ſery, toil, and bondage.* But how am I 
ſhocked-to inform you, that this infernal 
commerce 1s carried on by the humane, 
the poliſhed, the chriſtian inhabitants of 
Europe; nay even by Engliſhmen, whoſe 
anceſtors have bled in the cauſe of liberty, 
and whoſe breaſts {till glow with the ſame 
generous flame ! I cannot give you a more 
ſtriking proof of the ideas of horror, which 
the captive negroes entertain of the ſtate 
of ſervitude they are to undergo, than by 
relating the following incident from Dr. 


It appears, from the moſt accurate calculation, ſays 
Abbe Raynal, that a ſeventh part of the Blacks, imported 
from the coaſt of Guinea, die every year. Fourteen 
hundred thouſand unhappy beings, who are now in 
the European colonies in the New World, are the un- 
fortunate remains of nine millions of ſlaves, who have 
been conveyed thither. 


Goldſmith. 
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Goldſmith. A Guinea captain was, by 
{treſs of weather, driven into a certain 
harbour, with a lading of ſickly flaves, 
who took every opportunity to throw 
themſelves over-board, when brought 
upon deck for the benefit of freſh air. 
The captain perceiving, amongſt others, 
a female ſlave attempting to drown herſelf, 
pitched upon her as a proper example for 
the reſt. As he ſuppoſed that they did not 
| know the terrors attending death, he or- 
dered the woman to be tied with a rope 
under the arm-pits, and let down into 
the water. When the poor creature was 
thus plunged in, and about half way down, 
ſhe was heard to give a terrible ſhriek, 
which at firſt was aſcribed to her fears of 
drowning ; but ſoon after, the water ap- 
peared red around her, ſhe was drawn up, 
and it was found that a ſhark, which had 
followed the ſhip, had bitten her off from 
the middle,” * 


The 


The practice of domeſtic ſlavery prevailed in the moſt 
* poliſhed ages of the Greeks and Romans, and had a very 
pernicious influence on the manners of thoſe nations. It 

is 
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The native inhabitants of America make 
a fifth race of men. They are of a copper 
colour, have black, thick, ſtraight hair, 
flat noſes, high cheek bones, and ſmall 
eyes. They paint the body and face of 
various colours, and eradicate the hair of 
their beards and of other parts, as a de- 
formity. Their limbs are not fo large and 
robuſt, as thoſe of the Europeans. They 
endure hunger, thirſt, and pain with aſto- 
niſhing firmneſs and patience ; and, though 
cruel to their enemies, they are kind and 
juſt to each other. 


The Europeans may be conſidered as 
the laſt variety of the human kind. But 
it is unneceſſary to enumerate the perſonal 
marks which diſtinguiſh them, as every 
day affords you opportunities of making 
fuch obſervations. I ſhall only ſuggeſt to 
you, that they enjoy ſingular advantages 


is related that Vedius Pollio, in the preſence of Auguſtus, 
ordered one of his flaves, who had committed a flight 
offence, to be cut in pieces, and thrown into the fiſh 
pond, to feed his fiſhes. But the emperor, with indig- | 
nation, commanded him inſtantly to emancipate that 


flave, and all the others who belonged to him. 
from 
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from the fairneſs of their complexions. 
The face of the African Black, or of the 
olive-coloured Aſiatic, is a very imperfect 
index of the mind, and preſerves the ſame- 
ſettled ſhade in joy and forrow, confidence 
and ſhame, anger and deſpair, ſickneſs and 
health. The Engliſh are ſaid to be the 
faireſt of the Europeans; and we may 
therefore preſume, that their countenances 
beſt expreſs the variations of the paſſions, 
and the viciſſitudes of diſeaſe. But the 
intellectual and moral characteriſtics of the 
different nations, which compoſe this quar- 
ter of the globe, are of more importance 
to be known. Theſe, however, become 
gradually leſs diſcernible, as faſhion, learn- 
ing, and commerce prevail more univer- 
ſally ; and I ſhall leave them, as objects of 
your future inquiry. 


Thus paſſed a winter evening by the 
fire-ſide of Euphronius, whoſe pleaſing, 
though anxious taſk 1t was, 


To rear the tender thought; 
To teach the young idea how to ſhoot ; 


To pour the freſh inſtruction o'er the mind; 8 | 
6 0 
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To breathe th' entivening ſpirit ; and to fix 
The generous purpoſe in the glowing breaſt.“ 


——— — 


SISTERLY UNITY AND LOVE. 


Garn thoſe two hounds that are 

coupled together, ſaid Euphronius 
to Lucy and Emilia, who were looking 
through the window. How they torment 
each other, by a diſagreement in their pur- 
ſuits! One is for moving ſlowly, and the 
other vainly urges onward. The larger 
dog now ſees ſome object that tempts him 
on this ſide, and mark how he drags his 
companion along, who is exerting all his 
efforts to purſue a different rout! Thus 
they will continue all day at variance, 


pulling each other in oppoſite directions, 


when they might, by kind and mutual 
compliances, paſs on eaſily, merrily, and 


happily. t 


* Thomſon's Seaſons. 


+ Iam indebted to Mr. Dodſley for the ſubject; 


but not for the narration, or moral application of this 


fable. 
fable Lucy 


+ 
7 
7 
5 
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Lucy and Emilia concurred in cenſuring 
the folly and ill nature of theſe dogs; and 
Euphronius expreſſed a tender wiſh, that 
he might never ſee any thing ſimilar in 
their behaviour to each other. Nature has 
linked you together, by the near equality _ 
of age; by your common relation to the 
moſt indulgent parents ; by the endearing 
ties of ſiſterhood ; and by all thoſe generous 
ſympathies, which have been foſtered in 
your boſoms from your earheſt infancy. 
Let theſe ſilken cords of mutual love con- 
tinue to unite you in the ſame purſuits. 


Suffer no allurements to draw you different 


ways; no contradictory paſſions to diſtract 
your friendſhip; nor any ſelfiſh views or 
ſordid jealouſies to render thoſe bonds 
uneaſy and oppreſſive, which are now 
your ornament, your ſtrength, and Ow 


happineſs. 


AN APPEARANCE IN NATURE EXPLAINED, 
AND IMPROVED. 


O morning, in the month of Sep- 
tember, as Alexis was riding with 
Euphronius from Hart-Hill to Mancheſter, 
he 
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he noticed, with ſurpriſe, the ſudden diſ- 
perſion of a thick fog, which had obſcured 
every object around them. The ſun now 
ſhone in full ſplendour ; and the veil being 
withdrawn from the face of nature, - the 


hills and dales, the meadows, corn fields, 


and woodlands ſeemed to meet the eye 
with renewed beauty and luſtre. As ſoon 
as they were arrived in town, Euphronius 
took a glaſs of clear ſpring water, and 
threw it into a teaſpoonful of ſalt. An 
opacity almoſt inſtantly enfued through the 
whole of it; but when the glaſs was placed 
near the fire, and gently agitated, the li- 
quor quickly recovered its tranſparency. 
This experiment, ſaid Euphronius to his 


ſon, explains to you the phænomenon you 


lately obſerved. The watery vapours, 
floating in the atmoſphere, which formed 
the thick miſt we found ſo incommodious 
to us, were diſſolved by the air, as ſoon as 
the ſun had given ſufficient warmth and 
motion to 1ts particles: And in the even- 
ing, the fog will again return, and the 
dews deſcend, from the abſence of that 
genial influence, which now diſſolves and 

renders 
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renders them inviſible. This glaſs of ſalt 
and water, which has been withdrawn from 
the fire, as it becomes colder, loſes, in the 
ſame Manner, its tranſparency. Does your 
amiable heart, my dear Alexis, ſuggeſt to 
you any other analogy ? There are miſts 
of the mind, as well as of the atmoſphere; 
and the ſun of reaſon, like the great lumi- 
nary of our ſyſtem, has the happy power of 
producing their diſperſion. Religion too 
offers her chearing ligbt, when the ſoul is 
clouded with adverſity, and overſpread 
with gloom. A well-grounded conviction 
that all events are under the direction of 
Providence, and a firm reliance on the 
power, wiſdom, and goodneſs of the Deity, 
will diſpel every anxious thought; illumi- 
nate and extend into futurity our proſpects; 
and, by contraſting brightneſs with ſhades, 
will beautify the checquered br of 
life. 


- | THE * 
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THE HISTORY OF JOSEPH ABRIDGED. 


18 loved Joſeph more than all his 
children, becauſe he was the ſon of his 
old age; and he gave him a coat of many 
colours. But when his brethren ſaw their 
father's partiality to him, they hated him, 
and would not ſpeak peaceably unto him. 
And Joſeph dreamed a dream, and he 
told it to his brethren. Behold, he ſaid, 
we were binding ſheaves 1n the field ; and 
lo, my ſheaf aroſe and ſtood upright, and 
your ſheaves ſtood round about, and made 
obeiſance to my ſheaf. And his brethren 
faid unto him, Shalt thou indeed have do- 
minion over us? And they hated him the 
more for his dreams, and for his words. 


It happened that his brethren went to 
feed their father's flock in Dothan. And 
Joſeph went after his brethren ; but when | 
they ſaw him afar off, they conſpired a- | 
gainſt him to ſlay him; and they ſaid one | 
to another, We will tell our father that 
" ſome 
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ſome evil beaſt hath devoured: him. But 
Reuben wiſhed to deliver him out of their 
hands; and he ſaid, Let us not kill him, 
but caſt him into this pit, that is in the 
wilderneſs : And they followed his coun- 
ſel, and caſt him into the pit, which then 
contained no water. A company of Iſh- 
maelites from Gilead paſſed by at this time, 
with their camels, bearing ſpicery, balm, 
and myrrh, which they were carrying into 
Egypt. And Judah faid unto his brethren, 
Let us fell Joſeph to the Iſhmaelites, and 
let not our hands be upon him, for he 1s 
our brother and our fleſh: And Joſeph was 
ſold for twenty pieces of ſilver. And his 
brethren killed a kid, and dipt his coat in 
the blood thereof: And they brought it 
unto. their father, and ſaid, This have we 
found, And Jacob knew it ; and beheving 
that Joſeph was devoured by an evil beaſt, 
he rent his cloaths, and put ſackcloth on 
his loins, and refuſed all comfort, ſaying, 
I will go down into the grave to my ſon, 
mourning, Thus wept his father for him. 
But Joſeph was carried into Egypt, and 
ſold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh's 

A guard. 
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guard. And the Lord was with him, and 
proſpered him ; and he found favour in the 
ſight of his maſtef. But by the wickedneſs 
of Potiphar's wife, he was caſt into the 
priſon, where the king's priſoners were 
bound. Here alſo the Lord continued to 
ſhew him mercy, and gave him favour in 
the ſight of the keeper of the priſon. And 
all the priſoners were committed to his 
care ; amongſt whom were two of Pharaoh's 
officers, the chief of the butlers, and the 
chief of the bakers. And Joſeph interpreted 
the dreams of the king's ſervants; and his 
interpretation being true, the chief butler 
recommended him to Pharaoh, who had 
dreamed a dream, which Joſeph thus 
ſhewed unto him. Behold there ſhall come 
ſeven years of great plenty, throughout all 
the land of Egypt: And there ſhall ariſe, 
afrer them, ſeven years of famine; and all 
the plenty ſhall be forgotten in the land of 
Egypt, and the famine ſhall conſume the 
land. 


And the king ſaid unto Joſeph, Foraſ- 
much as God hath ſhewn thee all this, 
| | thou 
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thou ſhalt be over mine houſe; and accord- 
ing to thy word ſhall all my People be 
ruled. And Joſeph gathered up all the 
food of the ſeven years, and laid up the 
food in ſtorehouſes. Then the ſeven years 
of dearth began to come, as Joſeph had 
foretold. But in all the land of Egypt 
there was bread; and people from all 
countries came unto Joſeph to buy corn, 
becauſe the famine was ſore in all the lands. 
Now amongſt thoſe that came, were the 
ten ſons of Jacob, from the land of Canaan. 
And Joſeph ſaw his brethren, and he knew 
them, but made himſelf ſtrange unto them, 
and ſpoke roughly to them, ſaying, Ye 
are ſpies. And they ſaid, Thy ſervants 
are twelve brethren, the ſons of one man 
in the land of Canaan; and behold the 
youngeſt is this day with our father, and 
one 1s not, 


But Joſeph ſaid unto them, Ye ſhall not 
go forth hence, except your youngeſt bro- 
ther come hither. | Let one of your bre- 
thren be bound in priſon, and go ye to 
carry corn for the famine of your houſes, 

L 3 and 
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and bring your youngeſt brother unto me. 
And their conſciences reproached them; 
and they ſaid one to another, We are 
verily guilty concerning our brother, in 
that we ſaw the anguiſh of his ſoul, when 
he beſought us, and we would not hear; 
therefore is this diſtreſs come upon us. 
And they knew not that Joſeph underſtood 
them, for he ſpake unto them by an inter- 
preter : And he turned himſelf about 
from them, and wept; and returned to 
them again, and communed with them ; 
and took from them Simeon, and bound 
him before their eyes. And they returned 
_ unto Jacob their father, in the land of 
Canaan, and told him all that had be- 
fallen them. And Jacob, their father, 
ſaid unto them, Me- have ye bereaved of 
my children : Joſeph 1s not, and Simeon 
is not, and ye will take Benjamin away 
alſo. But my ſon ſhall not go down with 
you ; for his brother 1s dead, and he is left 
alone: If miſchief befal him in the way 
in which ye go, then ſhall ye bring down 
my grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave. 
But the famine continued ſore in the land; 

and 
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and when they had eaten up the corn, 
which they had brought out of Egypt, 
Jacob ſaid unto them, Go again, and buy 
us food: And if it muſt be fo, now take 
alſo your brother Benjamin, and ariſe and 
go unto the man. And they brought pre- 
ſents unto Joſeph, and bowed themſelves 
to him to the earth. And he aſked them of 
their welfare; and ſaid, Is your father well? 
Is he alive? And he lifted up his eyes, and 
ſaw Benjamin his brother ; and his bowels 
did yearn towards. his brother; and he 
ſought where to weep, and he entered his 
chamber and wept there : And he waſhed 
his face, and went out, and refrained 
himſelf. Then he commanded the ſtew- 
ard of his houſe, ſaying, Fill the men's 
ſacks with food, as much as they can carry; 
and put- my. cup, the ſilver cup, into the 
ſack of Benjamin, the youngeſt. And the 
ſteward did according to the word that 
Joſeph had ſpoken. As ſoon as the 
morning was light, the men were ſent 
away, they and their aſſes. But Joſeph 
commanded his ſteward to follow them, 
and to ſearch their ſacks, and to bring 

: Ei them 
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them back. And when Judah and his 
brethren were return2d into the city, Jo- 
ſeph ſaid unto them, What deed is this 
that ye have done? The man in whoſe 
hands the cup is found, ſhall be my ſer- 
vant; and as for you, get you in peace 
unto your father. But they ſaid, Our 
father will ſurely die, if he ſeeth that the 
lad is not with us; and we ſhall bring 
down the grey hairs of thy ſervant our 
father with ſorrow to the grave. Then 
Joſeph could not refrain himſelf before all 
them that ſtood by him; and he cried, 
Cauſe every man to go out from me; and 
there ſtood no man with him, whilſt Jo- 
ſeph made himſelf known unto his bre- 
thren. And he wept aloud, and ſaid unto 
his brethren, I am Joſeph ; doth my fa- 
ther yet live? And his brethren could not 
anſwer him, for they were troubled at his 
preſence. And Joſeph ſaid unto his bre- 
thren, Come near to me, I pray you; and 
they came near: And he ſaid, I am Jo- 
ſeph your brother, whom ye fold into 
Egypt. Now therefore be not grieved, 

nor angry with e that ye ſold me 
hither; 
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hither ; for God did ſend me before you, 
to ſave your lives by a great deliverance. 
Haſte you, and go up to my father; and 
ſay unto him, Thus ſaith thy ſon Joſeph, 
God hath made me lord over all Egypt; 
come down unto me, tarry not. And 
thou ſhalt dwell in the land of Goſhen; 
and thou ſhalt be near unto me, thou, and 
thy children, and thy children's children, 
and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that 
thou haſt: And there will I nouriſh thee; 
for yet there are five years of famine; leſt 
thou, and thy houſhold, and all that thou 
haſt, come to poverty. And behold your 
eyes ſee, and the eyes of my brother Ben- 
Jamin, that it is my mouth which ſpeaketh 
unto you, And you ſhall tell my father of 
all my glory in Egypt, and all that you 
have ſeen; and. ye ſhall haſte, and bring 
down my father hither. 


And he fell upon his brother Benjamin's 
neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept upon 
his neck. Moreover, he kiſſed all his 
brethren, and wept upon them; and after 
that, his brethren talked with him, And 

| the 
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the fame thereof was heard in Pharaoh's 
houſe; and it pleaſed Pharaoh well, and 
his ſervants. And Pharaoh ſaid unto Jo- 
ſeph, Invite hither thy father, and his 
houſhold; and I will give them the good 
of the land of Egypt; and they ſhall eat 
the fat of the land. And the ſpirit of Ja- 
cob was revived, when he heard theſe ti- 


dings; and he ſaid, My ſon is yet alive; 


I will go and ſee him before I die. And 
he took his journey, with all that he had. 


And Joſeph made ready his chariot, and 


went up to meet Iſrael, his father, to 


Goſhen ; and preſenting himſelf unto him, 
he fell on his neck, and wept on his neck for 
ſome time. And Joſeph placed his father, 
and his brethren; and gave them a poſſeſſion 
in the land of Egypt, in the beſt of the 
land, as Pharaoh had commanded. 


This intereſting ſtory contains a variety 
of affecting incidents; is related with the 
moſt beautiful ſimplicity; and furniſhes 
many important leſſons of inſtruction. It 
diſplays the miſchiefs of parental partiality; 
the fatal effects of envy, jealouſy, and diſ- 

| cord 
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cord amongſt brethren; the bleſſings and 
honours with which virtue is rewarded ; 
the amiableneſs of forgiving injuries; and 
the tender joys which flow from fraternal 
love and filial piety. Different in other 
reſpects as your lot may be from that of 
Joſeph, you have a father, my dear Alexis, 
who feels for you all the affection which 
Iſrael felt, and who hopes he has a claim 
to the ſame generous return of gratitude. 
You have brothers and ſiſters, who are 
ſtrangers to hatred, who will cheriſh and 
return your love, and whoſe happineſs js 
inſeparable from yours : And you are un- 


der the protection and authority of that 


eternal Being, the God of Abraham, of 
Iſaac, and of Jacob, who ſees, approves, 
and will exalt the virtuous.“ 

GOOD- 


In relating the hiſtory of Joſeph, an incident, 
which reflects the higheſt honour on his character, 
has been omitted ; becauſe to my younger read- 
ers it admits of no explanation, and might wound 
the native modeſty of thoſe, who are farther ad- 
vanced in years. There is a delicacy and Tenſe 
of decency in the mind of an ingenuous youth, 


which ſhields him more powerfully from ſeduction, 
than 
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GOOD-NATURED CREDULITY. - 


A CHALDEAN peaſant was conducting 
a goat to the city of Bagdat. He was 
mounted on an aſs; and the goat followed 
him, with a bell ſuſpended from his neck. 
ce ſhall ſell theſe animals,” ſaid he to him- 
ſelf, © for thirty pieces of ſilver; and with 
te this money I can purchaſe a new turban, 
« and a rich veſtment of taffety, which I 
« will tie with a ſaſh of purple filk. The 
« young damfels will then ſmile more fa- 
« yourably upon me; and I ſhall be the 
<« fineſt man at the Moſque.” Whilſt the 
peaſant was thus anticipating in idea his 
future enjoyments, three artful rogues con- 
certed a ſtratagem to plunder him of his 
preſent treaſures. As he moved flowly 
along, one of them flipped off the bell 
from the neck of the goat ; and faſtening it, 
without being perceived, to the tail of the 


than the beſt leſſons of morality, or the brighteſt exam. 
ples of ſelf-government. This tender ſhoot of vernal 
life, is often injured by improper culture ; it ſhrinks 
at the ſuggeſtion of every looſe idea, and is blaſted by 


their frequent and unſeaſonable repetition. oc 
S, 
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aſs, carried away his booty. The man 
riding upon the aſs, and hearing the ſound 
of the bell, continued to muſe, without the 
| leaſt ſuſpicion of the loſs which he had ſuſ- 
tained. Happening, however, a ſhort while 
afterwards, to turn about his head, he diſ- 
covered, with grief and aſtoniſhment, that 
the animal was gone, which conſtituted fo 
conſiderable a part of his riches: And he 
inquired, with the utmoſt anxiety, after 
his goat, of every traveller whom he 
Met. | 


The ſecond rogue now accoſted him, 
and faid, © I have juſt feen in yonder fields, 
a man in great haſte, dragging along with 
him a goat.” The peaſant diſmounted ' 
with precipitation, and requeſted the o- 
bliging ſtranger to hold his aſs, that he 
might loſe no time in overtaking the thief. 
He inſtantly began the purſuit; and having 
traverſed, in vain, the courſe that was 
pointed out to him, he came back fatigued + 
and breathleſs to the place from whence he 
ſet out; where he neither found his aſs, 


nor the deceitful informer, to whoſe care 
| he 
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he had entruſted him. As he walked pen- 
fively onwards, overwhelmed with ſhame, 
vexation, and diſappointment, his attention 
was rouſed by the loud complaints and la- 
mentations of a poor man, who fat by the 
fide of a well. He turned out of the way, 
to ſympathize with a brother in affliction ; 
recounted his own misfortunes ; and inqui- 
red the cauſe of that violent ſorrow, which 
ſeemed to oppreſs him. Alas! ſaid the 
poor man, in the moſt piteous tone of 

voice, as I was reſting here to drink, I 
dropped into the water a caſket full of dia- 
monds, which I was employed to carry to 
the Caliph at Bagdat; and I ſhall be put 
to death, on the ſuſpicion of having ſecret- 
ed ſo valuable a treaſure, Why do not you 
jump into the well in ſearch of the caſket? 
cried the peaſant, aſtoniſhed at the ſtupi- 
dity of his new acquaintance. Becauſe it is 
deep, replied the man, and I can neither 
dive nor ſwim. But will you undertake 
this kind office for me, and I will reward 
you with thirty pieces of ſilver ? The pea- 
ſant accepted the offer with exultation; and 
whilſt he was putting off his caſſock, veſt, 


and 
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and ſlippers, poured out his foul in thankſ- 
givings to the holy prophet, for this pro- 
vidential ſuccour. But the moment he 
plunged into the water, in ſearch of the 
pretended caſket, the man (who was one 
of the three rogues that had concerted the 
plan of robbing him) ſeized upon his gar- 
ments, and bore them off f in ſecurity to his 
comrades. 


Thus, through inattention, ſimplicity, 
and credulity, was the unfortunate Chal- 
dean duped of all his little poſſeſſions; _ 
and he haſtened back to his cottage, with 
no other covering for his nakedneſs, than 
a tattered garment which he borrowed on 
the road.* . N. 


AN EASY AND INSTRUCTIVE EXPERIMENT, 


I was a clear froſty day: The ſun ſhone 
bright, and the ground was covered 
with ſnow, when Euphronius invited 


The tory is ſaid to have been written by an 
Arabian author: But I have taken the liberty of devi- 
ating from the original, and of making additions 
to it. 


4 Alexis, 
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Alexis, Lucy, Emilia, and Jacobus to 
aſſiſt him in a little experiment, which 
he thought would contribute to their in- 
ſtruction and amuſement. He took four 
pieces of woollen cloth, equal in dimen- 
ſions, but of different colours; one being 
black, another blue, a third brown, and a 
fourth white: And having choſen a pro- 
per ſituation, he laid them all, very near 
each other, on the ſurface of the ſhow. 
In a few hours, the black piece of cloth 
had ſunk conſiderably below the ſurface ; 
the blue almoſt as much; the brown a 
little; but the white remained preciſely in 
its poſition. 


152 


Obſerve, ſaid Euphronius, how varied 
is the influence of the ſun's rays on differ- 
ent colours? They are abſorbed, and 
retained by the Z/ack; and in the piece 
of cloth before us, they have produced 
ſuch a ſtrong and durable heat, as to melt 
the ſnow underneath. Their effect on 


blue is nearly ſimilar; but they ſeem not 


* Sec Pranklin's Obſervations. 
to 
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to penetrate the white: And the piece of 
that colour, by having no warmth com- 


municated to it, ſtill continues on the 


ſurface of the ſnow. 


This little experiment teaches you, 
Emilia, that white hats will afford the beſt 
defence to your complexion ; but that they 
ſhould have dark linings, to abſorb the 
rays of light which are reflected from the 
earth. You may learn from it, Alexis, 
that cloaths of a light colour are beſt a- 
dapted to ſummer, and to hot climates ; 
that black ſubſtances acquire heat ſooner, 
and retain it longer than any other; and 
that fruit walls, drying ſtoves, &c. ſhould 


be painted black. Other inferences I ſhall 
leave to you the pleaſure of diſcovering. 


Allow me only to remind you, that know- 
ledge and virtue may be juſtly compared 
to rays of light; and that it is my warm- 
eſt wiſh, and higheſt ambition, that your 
heart and underſtanding may unite the 


qualities of the two oppoſite colours you 


have been contemplating. May your 
mina be quick in the reception, and ſtea- 


M oy A 
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dy in the retention of every good impreſ- 
fion! And may the luſtre of your endow- 
ments be reflected on your brothers, ſiſters, 
and friends ! 


TSS: 00... 


My dog, the truſtieſt of his kind, 
With gratitude inflames my mind ; 
I mark his true, his faithful way, 
And in my ſervice, copy Tray. 

| GAY'S FABLES, 


\ waTER ſpaniel, belonging to a neigh- 

bour, was a frequent, and always a 
moſt welcome gueſt in the family of Eu- 
phronius. Her placid looks, gentle man- 
ners, and aſſiduity to pleaſe, rendered her 
equally the favourite of the ſervants, and 
of the children. It happened that there 
was a general alarm concerning mad dogs 
in Mancheſter; and to guard againſt dan- 
ger, Sylvia was cloſely confined to her 
kennel. A week elapſed, without a ſingle 
viſit from her; no one knew the cauſe of 
her abſence, and all lamented it. She at 


length 
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length returned ; the children flocked with 
joy and eagerneſs around her; but they 
beheld her trembling, feeble, and emaci- 
ated. She crawled over the kitchen floor; 
looked wiſtfully at Emilia; then at Ja- 
cobus; then at Lucy: Advancing a ſtep 
forwards, ſhe licked the hand of Alexis, 
which was ſtretched forth to ſtroke her; 
and expired at his feet, without a groan. 
The children at firſt ſtood filent, and mo- 
tionleſs; a guſh of tears ſucceeded ; and 
Euphronius, though pleaſed with the ſenſi- 
bility they ſhewed, thought it neceſſary to 
ſoften the impreſſion which this affecting 
incident produced. He endeavoured to 
withdraw their attention from Sylvia, by 
deſcribing the qualities, and relating the 
hiſtory of the ſpecies at large. I am. not 
ſurpriſed, ſaid he, that you- ſhould lament 
the loſs of an animal, whom nature ſeems 
to have peculiarly formed, to be the fa- 
vourite and friend of man. The beauty of 
his ſhape, his ſtrength, agility, ſwiftneſs, 
courage, generoſity, fidelity, and gratitude, 
command our attachment, and give him 
the juſteſt claim to our care and protection. 

| Ma : In 
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In obedience and docility, he ſurpaſſes 
every other quadruped ; and fo perfectly is 
he domeſticated, that Mr. Buffon obſerves, 
he aſſimilates his character to that of the 
family in which he lives. Amongſt the 
proud he is diſdainful, and churliſh amongſt 
clowns. 


In Congo, Angola, and in South Ame- 
rica, where dogs are found wild, they 
unite in packs, and attack the fierceſt ani- 
mals of the foreſt. On the ſouthern coaſt 
of Africa, it is ſaid, there are dogs that 
neither bark nor bite; and their fleſh is 
highly valued by the Negroes. * The 

fleſh of this animal is alſo conſidered as a 
dainty by the Chineſe, and public ſham- 
bles are erected for the ſale of it. In Can- 
ton particularly, there is a ſtreet appropri- 
ated to that purpoſe; and what is very 
extraordinary, whenever a dog butcher 
appears, all the dogs in the place purſue 
him in full cry. They know their enemy, 
and perſecute him as far as they are able. 


* Sec Brookes's Natural Hiſtory. 


+ Sce Goldſmith's Hiſtory of the Earth. 
The 
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The influence of climate, and the efforts 

of art, have produced many varieties in 
the breed of dogs. The Britiſh maſtiffs 
were ſo famous among the Romans, that 
their emperors appointed an officer in 
this iſland, to train them for the combats 
of the Amphitheatre. Three of theſe 
were eſteemed a match for a bear, and 
four for a lion. But an experiment was 
made in the Tower, by king James the 
Firſt, from which it appeared that three 
maſtiffs conquered this noble animal. 
Two of them were diſabled in the con- 
flict; but the third forced the lion to ſeek 
his ſafety by flight. The Britiſh maſ- 
tiffs were alſo educated for war, and were 
employed by the Gauls in their battles, 
as we learn from Strabo. 1 Linnzus has 
delivered, in the following terms, the 
natural hiſtory of the dog. 


This animal eats fleſh, and farinaceous 
vegetables; but not greens. His ſtomach 


* See Stowe's Annals; Pennant's Zoology 5 Cam- 
den's Britannia. | 


+ Lib. iv. 


7 
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digeſts bones. He uſes the tops of graſs 
as a vomit; and laps his drink with his 
tongue. His ſcent is moſt exquiſite, when 
his noſe 1s moiſt : He treads lightly on his 
toes; ſcarcely ever ſweats ; but when hot, 
lolls out his tongue. He generally walks 
round the place on which he intends to lie 
down. His ſenſe of hearing is very quick 
when aſleep: He dreams. The female 
goes with young ſixty - three days; and 
commonly brings from four to eight pup- 
pies at a birth. The male puppies reſem- 
ble the dog ; the female, the bitch. He 1s 
the moſt faithful of all animals; 1s very 
docible; hates ſtrange dogs; ſnaps at a 
ſtone which is thrown at him; howls at 
certain muſical notes; and barks at ſtran- 
gers. This quadruped is ejected by the 
Mahometans. 


RESPECT AND DEFERENCE DUE 
oO THE AGED. 
A* aged citizen of Athens coming late 
into the public theatre of that city, 

ſo celebrated for arts and learning, found 
the 
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the place crouded with company,” and eve- 
ry ſeat engaged. Though the ſpectators 
were his countrymen,..and moſt of them 
young perſons, no one had the politeneſs 
or humanity to make room for him. But 
when he paſſed into the part which was - 
allotted to the Lacedemonian ambaſſadors, 
and their-attendants, they all roſe up, and 
accommodated the old gentleman with the 
beſt, and moſt honourable ſeat amongſt 
them. The whole company were equally 
ſurpriſed, and delighted with this inſtance 
of urbanity; and expreſſed their approbation 
by loud plaudits. The Athenians per- 
« fettly well underſtand the rules of good 
« manners; ” ſaid one of the ambaſſadors, 
in return for this compliment; © but the 
Lacedemonians prattiſe them,” 


-  - ee 
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OO — OE PTE U 


G AMITN S. 


HAT the love of gaming has its 

foundation in avarice, 1s an undoubt- 
ed truth ; but it proceeds from a ſpecies of 
covetouſneſs, differing from every other. 
Salluſt, in his character of Cataline, has 
given us an exact definition of it: Alieni 
appetens, ſui profuſus; Profuſe of his own, 
greedy of the property of another. The de- 
ſtructive conſequences of this vice will be 
evinced, by the melancholy hiſtory of Ly- 
ſander. This unfortunate youth was the 
only ſon of Hortenſius, a gentleman of 
large fortune; who with a paternal eye 
watched over his education ; and ſuffered 
no means to be neglected, which might 
promote his future uſefulneſs, honour, or 
happineſs. Under ſuch tuition, he grew 
up, improving in every amiable accompliſh- 
ment. His perſon was graceful; and his 


® This is a juvenile production, written when the 


author was at ſchool. 
COun- 
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countenance the picture of his ſoul, lively, 
ſweet, and penetrating. By his own appli- 
cation, and the aſſiſtance of ſuitable pre- 
ceptors, he was maſter of the whole circle 
of ſciences; and there was nothing now 
wanting, to form the complete gentleman, 
but travelling. The tour of Europe was 
therefore reſolved upon, and a proper per- 
ſon provided to attend him. Lyſander 
and his tutor accordingly ſet out. I paſs 
over in filence, the ſad parting of the 
good old gentleman and his beloved ſon. 
The ſcene may. be conceived, but can- 
not be expreſſed. Our travellers dire&ed 
their courſe to France; and croſſed the ſea 
at Dover, with an intention to pay their 
firſt viſit to Paris. Here Lyſander had 
difficulties to ſurmount, of which he was 
little appriſed: He had been bred in 
ſhades and ſohtude, and had no idea of 
the active ſcenes of life. It is eaſy to ima · 
gine, therefore, his ſurpriſe at being tranſ- 
ported, as it were, into a new world. He 
was delighted with the elegance of the 
city, and the crouds of company that re- 
ſorted to the public walks. He launched 

0 into 
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into pleaſures; and was enabled to commit 
a thouſand extravagances, by the ample 
ſupplies of money which a fond father al- 
lowed him. In vain his tutor repreſented 
to him the imprudence of his conduct: 

Captivated with the novelty of every thing 
around him, he was deaf ro all his remon- 
| ſtrances. He engaged in an intrigue with 
a woman of- the moſt infamous character ; 
who in a ſhort time reduced him to the 
neceſſity of making freſh demands upon his 
father. The indulgent Hortenſius, with 
a few reprimands for his profuſion, and 
admonitions to - ceconomy, remitted him 
confiderable ' ſums. © But theſe were not 
ſufficient to ſatisfy an avaricious miſtreſs; 
and aſhamed to expoſe himſelf again to 
his father, he had recourſe to fortune. 
He daily frequented the gaming tables ; 
and elated with a trifling ſucceſs at the 
beginning, gave up every other pleaſure 
for that of rattling the dice. Sharpers 
were now his only companions, and his 
youth and -inexperience made him an eaſy - 
prey to their artifice and deſigns. His fa- 


ther han his conduct with inexpreſſi- 
ble 
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ble forrow. He inſtantly recalled him 
home ; but alas ! the return to his native 
country did not reſtore him to his natural 
diſpoſitions. The love of learning, gene- 
roſity, humanity, and every noble prin- 
ciple were ſuppreſſed ; and in their place, 
the moſt deteſtable avarice had taken roor. 
The reproofs of a father, ſo affectionate as 
Hortenſius, were too gentle to reclaim one 
confirmed in vicious habits. He ſtill pur- 
ſued the ſame unhappy courſe; and at 
length, by his diſſolute behaviour, put an 
end to the life of the tendereſt of parents. 
The death of Hortenſius had at firſt a hap- 
py effect upon the mind of Lyſander ; and 
by recalling him to a ſenſe of reflection, 
gave ſome room to hope for reformation. 
To confirm the good reſolutions he had 
formed, his friends urged him to marry. 
The propoſal not being diſagreeable to 
him, he paid his addreſſes to Aſpaſia; 2 
lady poſſeſſed of beauty, virtue, and the 
ſweeteſt diſpoſitions. So many charms 
could not but impreſs a heart, which filial 
grief had already in ſome meaſure ſoftened. 
He loved and married her; and by her 

prudent 
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prudent conduct, was prevailed upon to 
give up all the former aſſociates of his fa- 
vourite vice. Two years paſſed in this 
happy manner ; during which time, Aſpaſia 
bleſſed him with a ſon. The little darling 
had united in him all tbe father's luſtre, and 
the mother's grace. Lyſander often viewed 
him with ſtreaming eyes of tenderneſs, 
and he would ſometimes cry out, “Only, 
« my ſon, avoid thy father's ſteps, and 
te every felicity will attend thee.” About 
this time, it happened that ſome buſineſs of 
importance required his preſence in Lon- 
don. There he unfortunately met with 
the baſe wretches who had been his old ac- 


quaintance: And his too eaſy temper 


complying with their ſolicitations, 'again 
ke plunged into the abyſs of vice and folly. 
Aſpaſia, wondering at the long abſence of 
her huſband, began to entertain the moſt 
uneaſy apprehenſions for him. She wrote 
ham a tender and endearing letter ; but no 
anſwer was returned, Full of terror and 
anxiety, ſhe went in perſon to inquire after 
her Lyſander. Long was it before ſhe 
heard the leaſt tidings of him, At length, 


by 
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by accident, finding his lodgings, ſhe flex 
ro his chamber, with the moſt impatient 
joy, to embrace a long loſt huſband. But 
ah! who can paint the agony ſhe felt, at 
the ſight of Lyſander weltering in his gore, 
with a piſtol clenched in his hand! That 
very morning, he had put an end to his 
wretched being. A paper was found upon 
the table, of his own hand writing, which 
imported that he had entirely ruined him- 
ſelf, and a moſt amiable wife and child; 
and that life was inſupportable to him. 


 RIVALSHIP WITHOUT ENMITY; 
EMULATION WITHOUT ENVY. 


| & pts a celebrated Gre- 
; cian orator, was born at Athens, 
near four hundred years before the Chriſtian 
era. He was remarkable for the fimphi- 
city and energy of his eloquence. It is 
ſaid that he copied the Hiſtory of Thucy- . 
dides no lefs than eight times, to acquire a 

nervous 
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nervous and majeſtic diction ; and that his 
thirſt after knowledge was ſo great, as to 
lead him to purſue his ſtudies in a ſubter- 
ranean apartment, that he might be free 
from noiſe, diſturbance, or interruption. 


Eſchines was alſo an eminent orator 
of Greece, and cotemporary with Demoſt- 
henes. He preferred an indictment againſt 
Cteſiphon, as a pretext for the accuſation 
of his rival Demoſthenes. A day was ap- 
pointed for the trial; and no cauſe ever 
excited ſuch general curioſity, or was con- 
ducted with greater pomp and ſolemnity. 
People aſſembled from every part of Greece, 
to be ſpectators of the conteſt between 
theſe two great maſters of rhetoric. The 
inclinations of the citizens were favourable 
to ZEſchines ; but ſuch was the prevailing 
eloquence of his antagoniſt, that he loſt 

his cauſe, and was ſentenced to baniſn- 
ment. He retired to the iſland of Rhodes; 
where he eſtabliſhed a ſchool of oratory, 
which continued to flouriſh many centuries 
afterwards. He commenced his lectures 
with the oration which he had delivered. 


| - juſt 
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juſt before his exile; and it was highly ap- 
plauded by the audience. But when he re- 
cited the anſwer of Demoſthenes, his hear- 
ers redoubled their expreſſions of admira- 
tion. Zſchines, ſo far from feeling any 
emotions of envy at this ſecond triumph of 
his rival, cried out with” rapture, How 
great, my friends, would have been your 
tranſport, had you heard Demoſthenes bim- 
ſelf deliver this oration, with thoſe invincible 
powers of elocution, for which be is ſo juſtly 
and univerſally celebrated! 


When Eſchines was condemned to ba- 
niſhment, Demoſthenes exulted not in the 
victory that he had obtained; but fol- 
lowed his rival to the ſhip in which he was 
to embark, and conſtrained him to accept 
of a ſum of money, to defray the expences 
of his voyage, and to procure for him aa 
eaſy ſettlement at Rhodes. Impreſſed with 
this affecting | inſtance of generoſity, the 
exiled orator with - admiration exclaimed, 

How deeply muſt Tregret the loſs of a country, 
in which I have received ſuch liberal aſſiſtance 
from a' profeſſed = „ as 1 cannot expe 

even 
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even from a friend in any other part of the 
world ! | 


C1iCERO, 


VIRTUOUS BRIENDSHIP EXTENDS 
BEYOND THE GRAVE. 


MIL1A had been lightly indiſpoſed 
ſeveral days; but not in ſuch a man- 
ner as to confine her from the chearful 
ſociety of her brothers and ſiſters. Whilſt _ 
ſhe was ſtanding in the midſt of them, a, 
fainting fit ſuddenly overpowered her ; and 
ſhe fell down, as it were lifeleſs, on the floor. 
She was ſoon recovered, by the tender of- 
fices of Sophronia ; but the affecting image 
of death, which the children had ſeen, 
continued for ſome time to impreſs their 
minds with ſorrow and terror. Alexis, in 
the evening, accompanied his father into 
the fields. The path which they purſued, 
led them to the banks of the Irwell; where 
they ſtopped to contemplate its winding 
ſtream and checquered fides. The ſtump 
of a tree, overſhadowed by a neighbouring 
oak, 
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oak, afforded them a comfortable ſeat; 
and Euphronius began to expatiate on the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of Providence, in 
watering the earth with rivers, which flow 
into the ſea, and are again returned in 
fertiliſing ſhowers. Alexis made no reply; 
and Euphronius obſerving that he was loit 
in thought, inquired what ſubject ſo deeply 
engaged his attention. The youth ſaid 
with a ſigh, I have been early taught to 
ſee, admire, and reverence the Deity in 
all his works; but more particularly in the 
ſtructure of man; in his preſent enjoy- 
ments, and future expectations. The mo- _ 
ral affections you have cultivated in my 
heart with aſſiduous care; and I have 
fondly believed that the exerciſe of them 
will conſtitute my chief feliciry through all 
eternity. Oh! that the pleaſing deluſion 
had been ſtill continued! This morning i 
was ſhocked with the apparent death of my 
beloved Emilia; but it was ſome conſola- 
tion to. my mind, that we ſhould hereafter 
meet again; renew our fond regard; and 
for ever live together in the ſame endear- 
ing connection which now ſubſiſts between 

| N us. 


\ 
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us. In this hope, .it ſeems, I was miſer- 
ably miſtaken. A learned divine, whoſe 
works I have juſt been reading, aſſerts with 
confidence, that in heaven, the virtuous 
of all ages, paſt, preſent, and to come, 
will dwell together, as in one univerſal 
family, without perſonal partialities or 
diſtinction. 


The doctrine, I truſt, is falſe, replied 
Euphronius, with ſome emotion ; for hea- 
ven, methinks, would not be ſuch to me, if 
it were true. But I correct myſelf, Alexis: 
On a ſubject of ſuch uncertainty, we ſhould 
ſpeak with an awful reliance on that great 
Being, who perfectly knows our frame, 
and what will beſt promote our happineſs. 
With ſuch ſentiments of reverence let us 
purſue the intereſting theme; and inquire 
whether reaſon and revelation do not juſtify 
the hope, that we ſhall hereafter be united 


to our virtuous relations and friends; and 


enjoy, with increaſing delight, all thoſe 
tender attachments, which, in the preſent 
ſtate, ſweeten both ſocial and domeſtic 
life. 


One 


\ 
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One of the ſtrongeſt arguments for the 
future exiſtence of the ſoul, derived from 
the light of nature, is the dread which we 
feel of annihilation, and our ardent deſires 
after immortality. Have we not the like 
anxiety, again to be reſtored, in happier 
regions, to thoſe whom, in this world, we 
have known, efteemed,. and loved? The 
human underſtanding ſeems to be formed 
for endleſs improvement. The faculty of 
comprehenſion is daily enlarged, till the 
animal machine, having acquired its full 
vigour, ſuffers the gradual decays of age: 
And as the Deity hath created nothing in 
vain, capacity may be ſuppoſed to imply 
attainment, in ſome other ſtage of our 
exiſtence, 


But ſhall we grant to our intellectual, a 
privilege which we deny to our moral pow- 
ers; or exciude from future growth and 
cultivation, the nobleſt and moſt import- 
ant endowments of the mind ? The prin- 
ciple of benevolence is neither inconſiſtent 
with the partialities of friendſhip, nor with 
the endearments of family love ; but ra- 


NA ther 
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ther originates from them, like circles on 


the water, winding as they flow from one 
common centre, Nor will the filial, pa- 
rental, or fraternal charities damp the fer- 
vour of our piety to the FaTatr of the 
-univerſe; or abate our gratitude to the 
great Bond of our union, and the Author 
of our deareſt enjoyments. The preſent 
life is only the commencement of thoſe im- 
provements in knowledge and goodneſs, 
which we ſhall progreſſively make through 
all eternity. And as our. kindred and 
friends are, in a peculiar manner, the com- 
panions of our journey here, and the ob- 
jects of our moſt virtuous affections ; is it not 
probable that they will continue to be ſuch 
hereafter ; and that we ſhall not only find 
them our crown of rejoicing, but that it will 
be our divineſt pleaſure to promote the ad- 
vancement of each other in piety, glory, 
and felicity ? The Scriptures ſpeak not ex- 
plicitly concerning this intereſting point ; 
but there are a variety of paſſages in the 
New Teſtament, which evidently imply, 
that good men © will be happy hereafter, 
« 1n the ſame ſeats of joy; will live under 
ce the 
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te the ſame perfect government; and be 
« members of the ſame heavenly ſociety. 
« Will not then our neareſt relations be ac- 
« ceſſible to us? and if acceſſible, ſhall we 
ct not fly to them, and mingle our hearts 
tt and ſouls again? 


c The Theſſalonians, a little before St. 

« Paul wrote his firſt Epiſtle to them, had 
<« loſt ſome of their friends by death. In 
ce theſe circumſtances, he exhorts them not 
te to ſorrow like others who bad no hope; 
te becauſe they might conclude certainly 
ce from the death and reſurrection of Jeſus, 
« that thoſe who had ſlept in bim, God 
« would hereafter bring with bim. He tells 
« them by the word of the Lord, or as from 
immediate revelation, that a period was 
© coming, when Chriſt would deſcend 
« from heaven with @ ſhout; with the 
tc voice of the arch-angel, and with the trump 
, God; and when the friends they had 
ce loſt ſhould be raiſed from the dead, and 
together with themſelves, ſhould be caught 
ec up to meet the Lord in the air, and to live 
* for ever with him, But what I have in 
| „ view, 
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ce view, is more diſtinctly aſſerted in the ſe- 
ce cond chapter of this Epiſtle, ver. 19. 
& For what is our hope, our joy, our crown 
« of rejoicing * Are not even ye in the pre- 
« fence of our Lord Jeſus at bis coming? 

At is moſt plainly implied in theſe words, 
« that the Apoſtle expected to ſee and 
« know again his Theſſalonian converts, 
ce at Chriſt's ſecond coming. The ſame 
* remark may be made on his words in 
ce the Corinthians. Knowing that he, who 
ce raiſed up the Lord Jeſus, ſhall raiſe us up 
© alſo by Jeſus, and preſent us with you. As 
cc you have acknowledged us in part, that we 
ce are your rejoicing, even ſo ye alſo are ours 
&« in the day of the Lord Feſus.” * 


Thus it appears, that the pleaſing idea 
of a re-union with our virtuous relations 
and friends, in the future life, is agreeable 
to the natural expectations of mankind ; | 
neceſſary to the exerciſe of our moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed moral powers; and favourable to 
every ſentiment of gratitude, devotion, 


* Sce Price's Diſſertations on Providence, Prayer, 
Kc. p. 233. 8 
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and piety. Revelation ſeems alſo to con- 
firm what reaſon ſo much approves; and 
I hope, my dear Alexis, your mind is now 
no longer diſquieted with deſpondency or 
fear. Indulge the generous affections of 
your heart; cheriſh the filial and fraternal 
love with which it glows; cultivate the 
valuable friendſhips you have formed; and 
be aſſured that what conſtitutes your preſent, 
will heighten your future felicity. But re- 
member that your union in the heavenly 
world, can only be with the worthy and 
the good; and be cautious to form no 
other cloſe attachments, but ſuch as will 
merit perpetuity. If death ſnatch from 
you a beloved friend, whilſt you lament the 
loſs, ſorrow not as one without hope or con- 
ſolation. The ſeparation; however painful, 
will be but for a ſeaſon ; and you will have 
a kindred ſpirit in the regions of bliſs, to 
welcome your arrival there, and to conduct 
you into the glorious preſence of the Sove- 
reign of the univerſe. 


O præclarum diem, ſays Cicero, cum ad 
illud divinum animorum concilium cætumgue 


N 4 proficiſcar 
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proficiſcar ; cumgue ex bac turba, et colluvi- 
one diſcedam ! proficiſcar enim ad Catonem 
meum, quo nemo vir melior natus eſt, uemo 
 pretate prefiantior! Cic, de Senectute. 


WARMTH IN ARGUMENT. 


12 Shafteſbury, I remember, in his 
excellent Characteriſtics, relates the 
ſtory of a clown, who was preſent at the 
debates of the Doctors in the Univerſity 
of Oxford. Though he was equally a 
ſtranger to the ſubjects and the language, 
he ſeemed to liſten with great attention, 
and to receive much pleaſure from them. 
| A gentleman commoner who ſtood near 
him, and obſerved the emotions expreſſed 
in his countenance, inquired what amuſe- 
ment he could find in hearing ſuch diſ- 
putes, ſince it was impoſſible that he 
ſhould even know to which fide the victory 
inclined. Sir, replied the clown, I am 

: not ſuch a fool as you imagine me to be; for 
I can eaſily ſee who is firſt put into a paſſion. 
Common ſenſe dictated this obſeryation to 
the 
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the country man, that he who was ſuperior 
in argument, would maintain his compo- 
ſure of mind; whilſt his antagoniſt would 
naturally become violent and angry, be- 
cauſe unable to ſupport his cauſe * the 

force of reaſon. 


—— ..... — U—O— — 


HABITS OF SENSUALITY MAY BE FORMED 
IN EARLY - YOUTH. 
F Lo RIO and Alonzo were ſchool-fellows, 
> and inſeparable companions at Eton. 
They were both profuſely ſupplied with 
money by their too indulgent parents; and 
they ſpent it, not in the purſuit of active 
diverſions, in the purchaſe of books, or in 
the offices of humanity, but in cakes, tarts, 
and ſweet-meats. With theſe they con- 
tinually glutted themſelves; and as the 
head is always ſtupified when the ſtomach 
is overloaded, they were the greateſt 
dunces 1n the ſchool. Florio, whoſe powers 
of digeſtion were much feebler than thoſe 


of his friend, became pale and emaciated 


as he grew in ſtature. His appetite was 
nice and delicate; and he loathed every 
kind - 
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kinds of food, but ſuch as afforded the moſt 
ſavoury and exquiſite reliſh. I have ſeen 
him rife from a good dinner, without eat- 
ing a ſingle morſel, becauſe the meat was 
plainly dreſſed, and the ſauces had no 
poignancy. Thus he often ſtarved in the 
midſt of plenty; and loſt the only enjoy- 
ment, which life was capable of affording 
to his vitiated taſte. His fortune was ſoon 
expended in the gratification of his palate ; 
and he was reduced to practiſe the meaneſt 
arts, to obtain ſupplies for freſh indul- 
gences. He has been known. to purchaſe an 
Ortolan. with the guinea which he begged 
as charity; and to give for a diſh of green 
peaſe, a much larger ſum with which he 
was entruſted, for the relief of a friend in 


diſtreſs.“ 


Alonzo, whoſe ſtrength of conſtitution 
converted into nouriſhment the unwhole- 
ſome paſtry which he ſo greedily deyoured, 
became luſty, and corpulent ; but his com- 
plexion was wan, his fleſh bloated, and 


This fact is related of the late Theophilus Cibber. 
his 
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his belly unnaturally ſwoln. His appetite. 
was rather voracious than nice; and he 
conſumed as much food at one meal, as 
would have ſufficed, with temperance, for 
three. He died of an apoplexy, at the age 
of thirty; having gorged himſelf with ſuch 
quantities of meat, at a public entertain- 
ment, as occaſioned a ſudden ceſſation of 
the animal and vital functions. 


Senſuality is a vice which ard 
nates the body, depreſſes the underſtand- 
ing, deadens the moral feelings of the 


heart, and degrades the human ſpecies” _ 


from the exalted rank which they hold in 
the creation.“ It is ſhocking to read the 
examples of it, which both ancient and 
modern hiſtory afford : And as the Spartans 
uſed to make their ſlaves drunk, to diſplay 
to their children the folly and odiouſneſs 
of intemperance ; I ſhall recite a few in- 


2——.— Vides ut pallidus omnis 
Coenã deſurgat dubia ? quin corpus onuſtum 
Heſternis Vitijs animum quoque prægravat una, 
Atque affigit humo divine particulam auræ. 
Hor. Sat. 2. Lib. 2. Ver. 76. 


ſtances 
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ſtances of extravagance in eating, as the 
beſt leſſons of moderation and abſtinence. 


Lucullus, a Roman general, kept the 
moſt magnificent table ; and was ſerved in 
the ſame ſumptuous manner, even when 
no gueſts were invited. His ſteward, one 
day, made an apology for the dinner, 
which was leſs ſplendid than uſual; and 
hoped it would be excuſed, as there was 
no company. Did you not know,” faid 
the epicure, © that Lucullus was to eat 
te with Lucullus to-day?” Cicero and 
Pompey had heard much of his mode of 
living; and they were determined to ſur- 
priſe him, by going, without notice, to 
partake of his entertainment. He ordered 
the dinner to be ſerved in the hall of 
Apollo; and it was prepared in ſo ſhort a 
time, and with ſo much opulence, as 
aſtoniſhed his viſitors. The hall of Apollo 
was a private direction, underſtood by the 
cooks to imply, that the feaſt ſhould 
amount to near twelve hundred pounds 
ſterling. * 

* Plut. in Lucullo. Dr. Arbuthnot eſtimates the 
expence at £1614 ; 11 : 8. 

Mark 
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Mark Anthony paſſed his time in re- 
vels and entertainments, whilſt he was with 
Cleopatra in Egypt. A young Greek, 
then proſecuting the ſtudy of phyſic at 
Alexandria, had the curioſity to go into 
his kitchen, where he ſaw eight wild boars 
roaſting, at the ſame time, before the fire. 
He inquired what number of gueſts were 
to be at ſupper. Not more than ten, ſaid 
an officer, ſmiling ; but it is neceſſary that 
every part of the animal ſhould be brought 
to the table in exquilite perfection.“ 


Clodius Æſopus, the moſt famous 
Tragedian that ever appeared on the Ro- 
man ſtage, and who acquired a princely 
fortune by his profeſſion as an actor, had 
one diſh which coſt ſix thouſand ſeſtertia, 
that is, four thouſand eight hundred pounds 
ſterling. F Ir conſiſted of the choiceſt and 
deareſt ſinging birds, brought perhaps 
from the moſt diſtant provinces of. the 
empire. 


* Plut. 5 
+ SeePlin, L. x. C. 60. Arburthnot on Coins, p. 133. 
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The name of Sir Iſaac Newton is not at 
this time more famous amongſt Philoſo- 
phers, than that of Apicius was formerly 
with the Roman Epicures. The Capital 
of the World had the honour of giving 
birth, at different periods of time, to three 
of this denomination; who were all cele- 
brated for their gluttony. The one, who 
was moſt eminent, lived under the reigns 
of Auguſtus and Tiberius, and read public 
lectures on the art of ſenſuality. He 
was the inventor of a cake which was call- 
ed by his name; and he wrote an elaborate 
Treatiſe on the methods of ſtimulating the 
appetite, de gulæ irritamentis, Hiſtorians 
of credit aſſert, that he ſailed from Min- 
turnæ, in Campania, to Africa, with no other 
view than to taſte of. a ſpecies of oyſters, 
reported to be much larger, and more de- 
licious than any on the coaſt of Italy ; 
but that finding he had received falſe in- 
formation, he returned immediately, with- 
out condeſcending, and probably without 
feeling the leaſt curioſity to go on ſhore. 
After ſquandering immenſe ſums of money 


in 
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in the moſt ſhameful luxury,“ he poiſon- 
ed himſelf, from an apprehenſion of being 
ſtarved, though he had a very ample for- 
tune remaining. 


The emperor Heliogabalus, that mon- 
ſter of cruelty and beſtiality, is ſaid to have 
had the brains of ſeveral hundred oſtriches 
dreſſed for one diſh. F But it is painful to 

relate 


* £807. 291: 13: 4, according to Dr. Arburthnot's 


calculation. 


+ Senſuality ſeems to be a weed which ſprings up in 
every ſoil; and has been diſcovered where opulence 
and the arts of luxury are little known, and where we 
ſhould expect to meet only with the ſimplicity of nature. 
The following paſſage from Mr. Forſter's Voyage to 
the South Seas, will evince the truth of this obſerva- 
tion, and exhibit a new mode of Epicuriſm. 


Our walk continued along the ſhore (of Otaheite} 
beyond another marai, much like the firſt, to a neat 
* houſe, where a very fat man, who ſeemed to be a 
© chief of the diſtrict, was lolling on his wooden pillow. 
© Before him two ſervants were preparing his deſert, 
„by beating up with water ſome bread fruit and 
„ bananas, in a large wooden bowl, and mixing with 
* it a quantity of the fermented ſour paſte of bread fruit 


called mahei. The conſiſtence of this mixture was 
„ ſuch, 
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relate ſuch inſtances of depravity. The 
mind ſickens at the contemplation of ra- 
tional and immortal beings, ſunk ſo low in 
the ſcale of animated nature: And it 
ſeems almoſt neceſſary to vindicate the 
honour of our ſpecies, by placing in con- 
traſt a few oppoſite examples. 


Timotheus, an Athenian commander, 
of the moſt diſtinguiſhed reputation, was 
invited to ſup with Plato. The philoſo- 
pher entertained him with a decent, bur 
frugal repaſt; ſeaſoned, however, with ſuch 
chearful and inſtructive converſation, as 
made the general highly delighted with 


e {uch, that it could not properly be called a drink; and 
«< the inſtrument with which they made it, was a peſtle 
* of a black poliſhed ſtone, which appeared to be a 
* kind of biſaltes. While this was doing, a woman who 
1c ſat near him, crammed down his throat by handfuls 
the remains of a large baked fiſh, and ſeveral bread 
« fruits, which he ſwallowed with a voracious appetite. 
His countenance was the picture of phlegmatic in- 
« ſenſibility, and ſeemed to witneſs that all his thoughts 
centered in the care of his paunch. He ſcarce deign- 
ed to look at us; and a few monoſyllables which he 
« uttered, were only directed to remind his fecders of 
* their duty, when we attracted their attention.” 

his 


- 
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his reception. When he met Plato the 
ſucceeding day in the city, he accoſted him 
in a moſt friendly manner, and thanked 
him for the peculiar entertainment which 
he had enjoyed. © For your feaſt,” faid 
he, „ was not only grateful whilſt it laſted, 
c but has left a reliſh which continues to 


« this moment. 


Socrates uſed to ſay, that he cat to live, 
and left to others the ſenſual ſatisfaction of 
living only to eat. Having invited-a com- 
pany of gentlemen to ſupper, his wife 
Xantippe was aſhamed of the humble fare 
provided for them. © Be not anxious on 
that account, ſaid Socrates; “ for if my 
« viſitors be men of temperance and un- 
« derſtanding, they will be well ſatisfied; 
and if they be of an oppoſite character, 
te they deſerve no indulgence.” f 


When Ageſilaus, king of Sparta, was 
preſented by the Thaſians with a large 
quantity of the moſt delicious eatables, and 


8 Cicero. ＋ Plutarch. 


O coſtly 
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coſtly liquors, he directed the whole to be 
diſtributed amongſt the ſlaves, who ſerved 
in the camp. The Thaſians, with the ut- 
moſt ſurpriſe, demanded the reaſon of his 
conduct; and he nobly replied, It is be- 
neath the character of men of probity and 
courage to provoke and corrupt their appetites 
with dainties. Such delicacies are fit only for 
ſlaves, who aſpire to no higher pleaſures than 
thoſe of eating and drinking; and to them I 
have therefore diſpenſed your preſents. * 


Alexander, in the prime of life, and in 
the midſt of victories, behaved on a ſimilar 
occaſion with equal wiſdom and magnani- 
mity. For when Ada, Queen of Caria, ſent 
him meats dreſſed in the moſt exquiſite 
manner, and ſkilful cooks of every kind; 
he informed her that theſe favours were of 
little value to him, ſince his governor, 
Leonidas, had long ſince furniſhed him 
with two of the beſt miniſters to his appe- 
tite, temperance and exerciſe, 


. plut. 
I ſhall 
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I ſhall conclude this article with the \/ 
following paſſage from Petrarch, a cele- 
brated Italian poet, whoſe ſociety was courte 
ed by men of the higheſt rank ; and who, 
notwithſtanding he had free acceſs to the 
luxurious tables of Biſhops, Cardinals, 
Princes, and Popes, thus expreſſes himſelf 
concerning the pleaſures of eating, © I 
« prefer the moſt ſimple meats, prepared 
© without art or labour; and think that no 
te cheer is more delicious than the fruits 
e and herbs of my garden. I always ap- 
« proved a taſte conformable to nature. 
Not that I diſlike a good repaſt now and 
e then; but it ſhould come very rarely. 
« Among the Romans, before the conqueſt 
« of Aſia, the cook was the vileſt of ſlaves: 
% Would to God they had never conquer- 
cc ed that part of the world, which ſubdued 
ce them by its ſoftneſs and luxury!” 


—— — — —— — — — ͤfF—H 


THE GLUTTO N. 


P Glutton is an animal of the Wee- 
ſel kind, and is fo called from his 


roracious appetite. He is found in the 
O 2 northern 
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northern parts of Europe, Aſia, and Ame- 
rica; and is uſually about three feet long, 
and a foot and a half high. His body is 
long, his legs ſhort; and he takes his prey 
by ſurpriſe, and not by purſuit. He climbs 
a tree, and lurks amongſt the thick branches - 
of it, until a deer, or ſome other large ani- 
mal paſſes underneath, upon whoſe back 
he ietuouſly caſts himſelf; and remain- 
ing there and unſhaken, by the ſtrength 
and ſharpneſs of his claws, he eats the 
neck, and digs a paſſage to the great blood 
veſſels which lie in that part. The af- 
frighted and agonifing deer flies in vain. 
His inſatiable foe continues to feaſt upon 
him ; and when he drops, leaves him not 
till he has conſumed the whole carcaſe. 
When the ſtomach of the glutton has been 
thus gorged, he lies torpid ſeveral days, 
then awakes again to aſcend ſome neigh- 
bouring tree, in queſt of another adven- 
ture. 


The ſkin of this animal is covered with 

a fur, which is highly valued for its beauty 
and luſtre. - | | 

* 


rs | THE 
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f N E Duke of Bridgewater's Canal ter- 

minates about a quarter of a mile 
from Mancheſter, One branch of it com- 
municates with Leverpool, by the river 
Merſey, into which it falls below Runcorn ; 
another is carried into the centre of his 
Grace's collieries at Worſley, and by means 
of it this town and neighbourhood are 
ſupplied with large quantities of coal. 
Small loads are permitted to be ſold, for 
the benefit of the poor; and a conſiderable 
number of little carts, each drawn by a 
ſingle aſs, are conſtantly employed to con- 
vey and diſtribute this article, ſo neceſſary. 


to the comfort, and eyen to the ſupport 
of life, 


One froſty day, about noon, Euphronius 
walked towards the Duke's wharf, accom- 
panied by Alexis and Jacobus. As they 
were deſcending a ſlope in the road, which 
the ice had rendered almoſt as flippery as 

| O 3 glaſs, 
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glaſs, they turned on one ſide to make way 
for an aſs, with a cart very heavily laden. 
The little animal exerted all his powers, 
and ſtrained every nerve to aſcend the 
brow : But all his efforts were in vain: 
his feet ſlided; he fell upon his knees; 
and the cart rolled down the declivity, 
dragging backwards the affrighted aſs. 
Provoked at this diſappointment, the dri- 
ver laſhed the poor beaſt in the moſt un- 
merciful manner; yet could not, by his 
utmoſt ſeverity, urge him to a ſecond at- 
tempt. He remained invincible and im- 
moveable; and as if equally conſcious of 
his inability and of his ſervitude, he bore 
with patient but inert ſubmiſſion, the cruel 
ſtripes that were inflicted on him. 


Euphronius interpoſed in favour of the 
aſs; but neither reaſon, entreaty, nor me- 


" naces availed; and the carter continued 


his blows, till Jacobus offered the few half- 
pence which he had in his poſſeſſion, to 
bribe him to humanity. The little party 
now proceeded in their walk, and were 


highly entertained with the various mate- 
rials 
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rials for the manufactures of Mancheſ- 
ter, which lay piled in heaps around them. 
Their reſpective uſes were conſidered, and 
the diverſified exertions of human art and 
induſtry afforded the moſt copious and 
pleaſing topics of converſation. Whilſt 
they were thus engaged, a loud huzza 
was heard, and the curioſity of Alexis in- 
duced him to paſs onwards to a number 
of men, from whom it proceeded, and 
who were ſtanding together in a circle on 
the wharf. Juſt as he approached: them, 
another ſhout of joy was raiſed; and he 
learned, that each individual preſent was 
deciding, by the throw of a halfpenny, 
whether the mule, or aſs, employed in his 
cart, ſhould have a feed of corn at noon, 
or whether the value of the provender 
ſhould be applied to the purchaſe of ſpiri- 
tuous liquors for himſelf : And whenever 
chance proved favourable to injuſtice and 
debauchery, the whole croud united in the 
cry of exultation. Euphronius, ſhocked 
with this account, retired from the wharf; 
deeming it in vain to expoſtulate with men, 
who appeared to be devoid of all humani- 
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ty, and who would have ſilenced his re- 
monſtrances by rudeneſs and abuſe. But 
to his ſons, as they walked along, he 
explained and enforced the indiſpenſible 
obligation we are under, to provide ſuffi- 
cient ſupplies of food for every creature, 
that 1s dependent on us: And he quoted 
the divine command, Thou ſhalt not muzzle 
the ox, when he treadeth out of the corn, as 
extending to all the animals, which are 


ſubſervient to our benefit, Intereſt indeed, 


with reſpect to many of them, hath con- 
ſtrained us to pay ſame attention to this 
duty : But the poor aſs ſeems to be re- 
garded as an outcaſt of nature; and after 
a day of toil and drudgery, he is turned 
into the lanes, during the hours which 
ſhould be devoted to ſleep, to collect a 
ſcanty and precarious meal, which ſerves 
rather to excite, than to ſatisfy the cravings 
of his appetite. His tameneſs, humility, 
and patience, inſtead of raiſing pity and 
regard, have expoſed him to contempt, to 
inſult, and oppreſſion. We deſpiſe his 


' ſervices, becauſe they are purchaſed cheap- 


ly; we overload him with our burdens, 
becauſe 
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becauſe he is paſſive under them; we 
ſcourge him with capricious ſeverity, be- 
cauſe he ſubmits to the rod; and we deny 
him proper ſuſtenance, becauſe he 1s tole- 
rant of hunger, and contented with the 
weeds, which other animals reject. Vet is 
the aſs, in that ſtate of freedom for which 
nature formed him, active, fierce, and im- 
petuous, In the deſerts of Lybia and Nu- 
midia, and in ſome parts of South Ame- 
rica, when purſued by the hunter, he runs 
with amazing ſwiftneſs ; and neither decli- 
vities nor precipices can ſtop his career. If 
attacked, he defends himſelf with courage 
and intrepidity: But the moment he is 
overpowered, his ſpirit becomes depreſſed ; 
his ferocity deſerts him ; and he ſoon con- 
tracts the dulneſs and ſtupidity, which cha- 
racteriſe his ſpecies, in all thoſe countries 
where he is reduced to ſervitude. 


The Perſians eſteem his fleſh a very de- 
licate repaſt ; but a warm climate ſeems to 
be neceſſary to its tenderneſs and flavour. 
In proportion to his bulk, the aſs is 
ſtronger than the horſe; he is alſo more 


healthy, and leſs liable to ſtart, or ſtum- 
| ble, 
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ble. He is fond of his maſter, although 
ſo-often abuſed by him ; ſcents him at a 
diſtance, and diſtinguiſhes him from others 
in a croud. His eyes are remarkably 
good, and his ſenſe of hearing is acute. 
The nicety of this animal is worthy of no- 
tice, He drinks only of the cleareſt 
ſtreams, and without putting his noſe into 
the water; fears to wet his feet; and turns 
out of the way to avoid the miry parts of a 
road. The period of his life extends from 
twenty to thirty years. Mr. Buffon ſays, 

that the ſhe - aſs exceeds the male in lon- 
gevity ; which he aſcribes to the relaxation 
of her ſlavery, during the ſeaſons of preg- 

nancy. But the ſame obſervation has been 
made of the hare, which lives in a ſtate of 
nature; and it may perhaps hold true of a 

variety of other animals. In the human 

ſpecies it has been fully evinced, that the 
life of males is much more frail than that 

of females, even in the earlieſt ſtages of it, 

antecedent to all hardſhip or exceſs. * 

See Dr. Price's Treatiſe on Reverſionary Pay- 
ments; and the Author's Obſervations on the State of 


Population in Mancheſter, and other adjacent Places; 
Eflays Philoſophical, Medical, and Experimental. 


The 
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The ſkin of the aſs is firm and elaſtic. 
Sieves, drums, ſhoes, and a fort of parch- 
ment for pocket books are made of it. The 
Orientals alſo manufacture it into what we 
call ſhagreen. Ir is probable, that the 
bones of this animal, like the hide, are of 
a very ſolid and compact texture. The 
ancients formed them into flutes; and 
they are ſaid to have been peculiarly ſono- 
rous. Aſs's milk differs eſſentially from 
that of the cow. It is neither diſpoſed to 
turn ſour, nor is it capable of being redu- 
ced to a curd; though, by ſtanding, it de- 
poſites a mucilaginous part, and affords a 
conſiderable quantity of whey. Very little 
cream 1s obtained from it; and this cream 
is not convertible into butter. If the whey 
be evaporated, it yields a much larger 
proportion of ſaline and ſaccharine mat- 
ter, than the milk of any other animal. 
From theſe qualities are derived the well- 
known medicinal powers of aſs's milk. 


PRIDE 
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————— —— — 
PRIDE AND PEDANTRY. 


* L1Us returned from Cambridge, elated 
with certain academical honours, which 
had been conferred upon him. He had 
anticipated, in his imagination, the joy 
with which he ſhould inſpire his parents ; 
the congratulations of his friends; and 
the reſpect and deference, which would be 
ſhewn him by all his former companions. 
Full of ſuch ideal importance, he received 
the compliments of thoſe who came to.viſit 
him, with haughty civility, and mortify- 
ing condeſcenſion. Inſtead of obliging in- 
quiries concerning their families or con- 
nections, he talked to them only of him- 
ſelf, or of his college acquaintance ; and 
eagerly ſeized every opportunity of diſplay- 
ing the ſuperiority of his knowledge, and 
the eſtimation in which he was held by his 
profeſſors, and by fellow commoners of the 
higheſt rank. His vanity and oſtentation 
ſoon excited univerſal diſguſt; and his 
pertneſs and paſſion for diſputing in- 

volved 
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volved him in numberleſs quarrels. What- 
ever opinion was advanced, he immedi- 
ately controverted it; and by puzzling his 
antagoniſt with definitions and logical diſ- 
tinctions, he ſeldom failed to obtain a vic- 
tory, and to create an enemy. He had 
unfortunately adopted that ſyſtem of ſcep- 
tical philoſophy, which denies exiſtence to 
matter; and he ſtrenuouſly maintained, 
that all external objects are only things 
perceived by ſenſe : And what do we per- 
ceive, ſaid he, but our own ideas and ſen- 
ſations ? What are light and colours, heat 
and cold, extenſion and figure, but ſo 
many ſenſations, ideas, or mental impreſ- 
ſions? It is impoſſible, even in thought, 
to ſeparate theſe from perception; and no 
truth can be more ſelf-evident, than that 
all the forms of body, are mere phantaſms, 
and have their exiſtence in the mind alone. 
By the frequent and unſeaſonable introduc- 
tion of theſe opinions, ſo contradictory 
to the common ſenſe and conviction 
of mankind, he damped the pleaſures 


* Sce Biſhop Berkely and Mr. Hume. 
WY. 
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of ſocial intercourſe, and became burthen- 
ſome to the whole circle of his father's 
friends. It happened in the month of Ja- 
nuary, that he was invited to dine, with 
many. other gentlemen, at the houſe of 
Sempronius, who reſided in the country. 
The day was intenſely cold, and the ground 
was covered with ſnow. Julius, as he rode 
along, ſoon entered upon his favourite to- 
pic, with the companions of his "Viſit; 
and ridiculed them for ſhivering at what 
he had proved to be only a conceit of their 
own minds. Whilſt he was laughing at 
their folly, his horſe plunged into a deep 
drift, and overwhelmed himſelf and his 
rider with ſnow. Julius, terrified with the 
accident, called aloud for aſſiſtance; but 
his fellow travellers were for ſome time 
deaf to his entreaties. They retorted his 
jokes, and would not attempt to extricate 
him, till he was ſtarved into a confeſſion 
of the reality of cold. The ſnow had pene- 
trated his cloaths, and his boots were filled 
with water : He therefore haſtengd forward 
to the houſe of Sempronius; where having 


changed his garments, and being ſeated at 
| the 
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the table, near..a, glowing fire, he ſoon 
baniſhed all recollection of his late miſ- 
fortune. The entertainment was plentiful 
and elegant; and the gueſts found their 
appetites ſharpened by the weather, and 
by the ride which they had taken. Julius 
was exceedingly hungry, and was beginning 
to fall voraciouſly upon a ſlice” of beef, to 
which he had been helped, when his ſer- 
vant called off his attention, by a meſſage 
that he delivered to him. His face being 
turned aſide from the table, the gentleman 
on his right hand conveyed away the piece 
of beef, and appropriated it to his own uſe. 
Julius now reſumed, with eagerneſs, his 
knife and fork ; but finding his plate empty, 
he complained, in very bitter terms, of 
the depredation which had been committed. 
The feaſt was ſuſpended; and all that were 
preſent rejoiced in the diſappointment of 
Julius. They urged to him, that eating 
was an ideal pleaſure, and that ſpirit can re- 
quire no ſuſtenance. Serapronius, however, 
politely reſtrained the general mirth on this 
occaſion, becauſe it was enjoyed at the 
expence of an individual, who had a claim 

ro 
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to his good offices and protection; and he 
ſent him afreſh ſupply of beef. When the 
cravings of nature were ſatisfied, Julius be- 
gan to feel that he was ſeated too near the 
fire: He durſt not, however, expreſs his 
uneaſineſs, leſt he ſhould draw upon him- 
ſelf fome new mortification. But the hear 
at length became intolerable ; and he ſtart- 
ed up from his ſeat, exclaiming that he 
ſhould be burnt to death. Vain, however, 
was the attempt to change his ſituation, 
The chair in which he had been fitting, 
was cloſely wedged by the two contiguous 
ones; and he ſtood a laughing ſtock for 
the whole company. Fire has no warmth 
in it, ſaid one to him: Look through the 
windows, ſaid another, and the ſnow which 
you behold on the diſtant hills, will correct 
your perception of heat, by the contrary 
perception of cold. Julius could no longer 
endure the raillery, which was poured upon 
him. He forcibly puſhed” back his chair, 
and took his leave of the company, by . 
aſſuring them, that for the future it ſhould 
be his maxim to think with the wiſe, and 


talk with the vulgar. 
Julius 
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Julius had acquired great credit at 
Cambridge by his compoſitions. They 
were elegant, animated, and judicious ; 
and ſeveral prizes, at different times, had 
been adjudged to him. An oration, which 
he delivered the week before he left the 
univerſity, had been honoured with parti- 
cular applauſe; and on his return' home, 
he was impatient to grarify his vanity, and 
to extend his reputation, by having it 
read to a number of his father's literary 
friends. A party was therefore collected ; 
and after dinner the manuſcript was pro- 
duced. Julius declined the office of reader, 
| becauſe he had contracted a hoarſeneſs on 
his journey; and a conceited young man, 
with great forwardneſs, offered his ſer- 
vices. Whilſt he was ſettling himſelf on 
his ſeat, licking his lips, adjuſting his 
mouth, hawking, hemming, and making 
other ridiculous preparations for the per- 
formance, which he had undertaken, a 
profound ſilence reigned through the com- 
pany ; the united effect of attention and 
expectation. Alexis, whom Euphronius 
had carried with him to this entertain- 
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ment, employed the preſent interval in 
watching the countenance of Julius; and 
he ſympathiſed in the anxiety, which he 
ſaw expreſſed in every feature of his face. 
The reader at length began ; but his tone 
of voice was fo ſhrill and diſſonant, his ut- 
terance ſo vehement, his pronunciation ſo 
affected, his emphaſis ſo injudicious, and 
his accents were ſo improperly placed, that 
good manners alone reſtrained the laughter 
of the audience. Juhus was all this while 
upon the rack ; and his arm was more than 
once extended, to ſnatch his compoſition 
from the coxcomb who delivered it. But 
he proceeded, with full confidence in his 
own elocution, uniformly overſtepping, as 
Shakeſpear expreſſes it, the modeſty of 
nature. 


With ſtudied improprieties of ſpeech, 
He ſoars beyond the hackney critic's reach ; 
To epithets allots emphatic ſtate, 
Whilſt principals ungrac'd, like lacquies wait. 
Conjunction, prepoſition, adverb join 
To ſtamp new vigour on the nervous line. 
In monoſyllables his thunders roll; 
Hs, $48, Ir, AND, WE, YE, THEY, fright the ſoul. 


CHURCHILL. 


When 


= 
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When the oration was concluded, the 
gentlemen returned their thanks to the 
author; but the compliments which they 
paid him, were more expreſſive of polite- 
neſs and civility, than of a conviction of 
his merit. Indeed the beauties of his com- 
poſition had been converted, by bad read- 
ing, into blemiſhes; and the ſenſe of it 
rendered obſcure, and even unintelligible. 
Julius and his father could not conceal 
their vexation and diſappointment; and 
the gueſts, perceiving that they laid them 
under a painful reſtraint, withdrew, as 
ſoon as decency permitted, to their re- 
ſpective habitations. 


The poet has obſerved, that 


Of all the conqueſts which vain mortals boaſt, 
By wit, by valour, or by wiſdom won, 

The firſt and faireſt in a young man's eye 

Is woman's captive heart. 


Julius panted for ſuch a victory; he be- 
lieved himſelf to be the object of the 
ladies' admiration ; but was ambitious to be 
diſtinguiſhed by their /ove. And he offer- 
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ed his ardent vows at the ſhrine of every 
fair damſel, with whom he converſed. 
Daphne, however, was the haughty mai- 
den, whom he wiſhed moſt to ſubdue. 
Againſt her heart he directed all the amo- 
rous artillery of ancient lore ; and he woo- 
ed her, not as a Venus or Minerva, but as 
a divinity, who united in her ſingle perſon, 
the graces and attributes of each nymph 
and goddeſs, in the heathen mythology. 
But as the ideas of beauty are varied by 
time, caprice, and faſhion, his claſſical 
compliments were not always acceptable. 
Thus when he aſcribed to her the coldneſs 
of Velta, and the chaſtity of Diana, ſhe 
hung down her head in baſhful confu- 
ſion : but when in the poetical language of 
Homer, Horace, Ovid, and Tibullus, he 
praiſed her oxen eyes, buſhy eyebrows, golden 
treſſes, and plump boſom, ſhe received with 
diſdain the incenſe of flattery, which was 
formerly ſo grateful to the ladies of anti- 
quity. For ſhe had taken infinite pains to 
pluck her eyebrows, to change from red to 
auburne the colour of her hair, and to con- 
tract her bulk by the trammels of whale- 
bone. 
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bone. Julius, in reality, was not the fa- 
vourite of Daphne. Modeſty, gentleneſs, 
and ſimplicity of manners were charms that 
he wanted, to render him agreeable; and 
her heart had been long in the poſſeſſion of 
a youth, who undervalued a prize which he 
had too eaſily obtained. To fix her roving 
lover, by alarming his fears and rouſing his 
jealouſy, ſhe liſtened, with apparent appro- 
bation, to the addreſſes of Julius; and his 
boaſting ſoon enſured the ſucceſs of her 
ſtratagem. As he was haſtening to her 
houſe one morning, with an ode to beauty, 
which he had juſt written in imitation of 
Anacreon, he ſaw her at a diſtance, paſſing 
out of a private door of the church, habited 
in white, and accompanied by his rival, 
in the dreſs of a bridegroom. As one 
thunder- ſtruck, he ſtood appalled and 
motionleſs, till recovered to his ſenſes 
by the delivery of the following billet : 
Daphne, perfuaded that Julius courted 
himſelf and not her, leaves him in the full 
enjoyment of his miſtreſs, who will remain 
with conſtancy the dear object of his vani- 
ty, admiration, and love.“ 
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Such were the varied mortifications 
which Julius ſuffered. By degrees, how- 
ever, they produced the moſt ſalutary ef- 


fects upon his mind; correcting his arro- 


gance, humbling his pride, and teaching 
him the art of ſelf-government. Experi- 
ence convinced him, that learning is only 
reſpected, when it is rather concealed, than 
oſtentatiouſly diſplayed; that ſuperiority, 
when aſſumed, is ſeldom admitted, and ge- 
nerally rejected with ſcorn; and that to 
make others pleaſed with us, we muſt en- 
deavour, by attention and proper deference, 
to render them ſatisfied and pleaſed with 
themſelves. 


— — . —— 
d. 


8 left Sicily, where he had been 

quæſtor, full of the flattering idea, 
that he was the ſubject of general converſa- 
tion in Italy; and that he ſhould every 
where be honoured with marks of the 
higheſt diſtinction, for the wiſdom and in- 
tegrity which he had diſplayed in that ar- 


duous 
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duous office. He happened to paſs through 
Puzzoli, in the ſeaſon when crouds of com- 
pany reſorted to the celebrated baths of 
that place. Pray what news? ſaid one to 
him. Is it long ſince you came from 
Rome ? I am returning from my province, 
replied Cicero, with great ſurpriſe. True, 
obſerved another, from Africa! No, an- 
ſwered Cicero, with indignation, from Si- 
cily. You ſurely know, interpoſed a third, 
that he has been quæſtor at Syracuſe. 
This was a farther inſtance of mortifying 
ignorance, for his province lay in a diffe- 
rent part of the iſland: and Cicero, abaſh- 
ed and diſguſted, turned away from the 
company, to avoid any more interroga- 
tions. Reflection, however, he informs us, 
converted this diſappointment into a leſſon 
of inſtruction; ; and he derived advantages 
from it, which overbalanced the loſs of 
compliment and admiration. * 


Vid. Cic, Orat. pro Planc. 9 78 
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F e ten years ſince, Mr. Charles 

Miller, of the botanic garden at Cam- 
bridge, raiſed from a ſingle grain of wheat, 
in a ſpace of time not much exceeding 
twelve months, three pecks and three quar- 
ters of corn, or about five hundred and 
ſeventy-ſix thouſand eight hundred and 
forty grains. An aſtoniſhing multiplica- 
tion ! produced by repeatedly dividing the 
ſtems, ſeparating the ſide ſhoots, and 
tranſplanting both. 


Not leſs capable of increaſe is every ſeed 
of knowledge, if ſown in a fertile under- 
ſtanding, and cultivated with the ſame 
afſiduity, ſkill, and perſeverance. Demon- 
ſtrate to the human mind the exiſtence of 
God, and from this root all the attributes 
of the divinity branch forth; his unity, 
ſpirituality, eternity, immutability, omni- 
potence, omnipreſence, wiſdom, juſtice, 
and goodneſs : theſe again admit of endleſs 
ſubdiviſions, each enlarging with our con- 

f ceptions, 
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ceptions, and affording boundleſs objects 


of contemplation. 


Philoſophy, from the moſt common ap- 
pearance in nature, the fall of bodies to 
the ground, riſes, by a patient analyfis, to 
the great law of gravitation: and having 
eſtabliſhed the general principle, ſhe ex- 
tends it over the univerſe, explaining, by 
ſyntheſis, not only the phænomena of this 
earth, but the revolutions of the whole 
planetary ſyſtem. What a glonous har- 
veſt of ſcience is thus opened to our 
view | 


— — —— Seiz'd in thought, 
On fancy's wild and roving wing I fail, 
From the green borders of the peopled earth, 
And the pale moon, her duteous fair attendant ; 
From ſolitary Mars ; from the vaſt orb 
Of Jupiter, whofe huge gigantic bulk 
Dances in ether like the lighteſt leaf ; 
To the dim verge, the ſuburbs of the ſyſtem, 
Where chearleſs Saturn, midſt his wat'ry moons, 
Girt with a lucid zone, majeſtic fits 
In gloomy grandeur ; like an exiPd queen 
Amongſt her weeping handmaids : fearleſs thence 
I launch into the trackleſs deeps of ſpace, 
Where, burning round, ten thouſand ſuns appear, 
Of elder beam; which aſk no leave to ſhine TT 
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Of our terreſtrial tar, nor borrow light 

From the proud regent of our ſcanty day ; 

Sons of the morning, firſt- born of creation, 
And only leſs than Him who marks their track, 
And guides their fiery wheels. Here muſt I ſtop, 
Or is there aught beyond ? What hand unſeen 
Impels me onward thro” the glowing orbs 

Of habitable nature ; far remote, 

To the dread confines of eternal night, 

To ſolitudes of vaſt unpcopled ſpace, 

The deſerts of creation, wide and wild; 
Where embryo ſyſtems and unkindled ſuns 
Sleep in the womb of chaos? Fancy droops, 
And thought aſtoniſh'd ſtops her bold career. 


Mes. BazxBavLlD, 


But if we deſcend from the ſcale of im- 
menſity, and conſider the oppoſite ex- 
treme of nature, we ſhall find, that the 
gradations of minuteneſs are infinite, as 
thoſe of magnitude; and that they furniſh 
ſubjects of ſcience, leſs ſublime indeed, 
but equally inexhauſtible. Let us con- 
template, for inſtance, the various claſſes 
of beings, from the monſtrous hippopota- 
mos, to the ſmalleſt animalcula which the 
microſcope has yet diſcovered, and we ſhall 
perceive the evidence of this truth. But 

it 
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it will appear ſtill more ſtriking to us, 
when we reflect, that life is probably ex- 
tended far beyond the ken of the moſt 

piercing eye, aided by the beſt magnifiers: 
and life, by analogy, implies, that the 
animals are endued with limbs, which 
conſiſt of muſcles, bones, blood-veſſels and 
nerves. Theſe again have their component 
parts, the diviſibility of which ſeems to 
admit of no limitation, 


Ethics afford a ſpacious field for the 
growth and cultivation of the choiceſt 
ſcions of knowledge. A celebrated poet 
remarks, that © the proper ſtudy of man- 
kind is man: and this ſtudy originates 
from the ſmalleſt beginnings ; enlarges, as 
the faculties of the mind unfold themſelves ; 
and comprehends, 1n its progrels, all the 
powers and principles which actuate human 
nature, through the ſucceſſive ſtages of 
exiſtence. In the period of inrancy, the 
appetites and ſenſes are developed, exer- 
ciſed and ſtrengthened; they give infor- 
mation of ſurrounding objects; excite at- 
tention, complacency, ſurprize, and admi- 

ration; 
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ration ; and the notices they bring, are 
treaſured up in the ſtore-houſe of the 
memory. By the frequent repetition of 
agreeable impreſſions, certain objects be- 
come pleaſing and familiar to the young 
ſpectator. He diſtinguiſhes his parents, 
brothers, and ſiſters; is uneaſy when they 
are abſent, and delighted to ſee them again. 
Theſe emotions ſoon conftitute a moral at- 
tachment, which reciprocal endearments 
heighten, gratitude confirms, and habit 
renders indiffoluble. The amuſements of 
CHILDHOOD, and the active purſuits of 
YOUTH, add, every day, ſome new link to 
the great chain of ſocial love. Connections 
are multiphed, common intereſts eftabliſh- 
ed, mutual dependencies created ; and the 
principles of ſympathy, friendſhip, gene- 
roſity, and benevolence, acquire vigour by 
- exertion, and energy by being uncontrouled. 
The powers of the underſtanding and ima- 
gination now expand themſelves ; curioſity 
is awakened, and directed to other objects 
beſides thoſe of ſenſe; emulation rouſes ; 
the thirſt of knowledge ſtimulates ; and 
the taſte for beauty, in all her varied forms, 

LS allures 
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allures the mind to ſtudy and contempla- 
tion. The ſcenes of nature, at this period 
of life, are viewed with peculiar admiration 
and delight; and the ſigns of order, wiſdom 
and goodneſs, which are every where diſ- 
cerned, elevate the ideas to the great Parent 
of the univerſe, the fountain of being, and 
the origin of all perfection. Devotion 
glows in the heart; reverence fills the 
thoughts; and piety exalts the ſoul to an 
intercouſe with God. 


Cheriſh, oh ! generous youth, the ſa- 
cred flame, thus kindled in thy breaſt. 7: 
will be a light to thy feet, and a lamp to thy 
path; will illuminate thy faculties ; ſublime 
thy virtues; add luſtre to thy proſperity ; 
and diſpel, with chearing beams, the gloom 
of ſorrow and adverſity. 


In Max noob, the. purſuit of wealth or 
of honour, the duties of marriage, the 
cares of a family, and the diverſified offices 
of each particular rank and ſtation, call 


forth into exertion other paſſions, or vary 
the 
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the force and direction of thoſe _— 
experienced. 


OLD 40 at length creeps ſlowly on: 
The generous affections abate in their vi- 
gour and warmth ; and anxiety, ſuſpicion, 
fearfulneſs, and the love of money, by in- 
ſenſible degrees, too often take poſſeſſion 
of the mind. Life increaſes in value, the 
nearer the concluſion of it approaches; . 
and the means of enjoyment become moſt 
prized, when the end, for which they are. 
deſigned, ceaſes to be attainable. 


Such are generally the weakneſſes of de- 
clining nature; which though wiſdom con- 
demns, ſhe forbids us not to pity. ' Happy 
is he, who, having ſtudied the complicated 
hiſtory of man, knows the ſubordination, 
and holds the balance of his ſeveral moral 
and intellectual powers: Who can gratify, 
and yet regulate his appetites; indulge, 
but moderate his paſſions; and ſetting 
bounds to all, maintain inviolate the ſu- 
premacy of reaſon, 


Thus 
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Thus it appears, that in theology, na- 
tural philoſophy, and ethics, the ſeeds of 
knowledge, when cultivated with induſ- 
try and judgment, yield an aſtoniſhing and 
inconceivable increaſe. The analogy may 
be extended to various other branches of 
learning; and the fame important truth 
will be manifeſt in all. Thankful, devout- 
ly thankful, ſhould thoſe be, to the Sove- 
reign Diſpenſer of good, who are permit- 
ted to reap this glorious harveſt. For if 
the acquiſition of wealth, or the attainment 
of power, be juſtly deemed ſubjects of gra- 
titude and praiſe, how much more ſo are 
the riches of ſcience, and the empire over 
nature, which is her dowry ! 


He that hath treaſures of his own, 
May quit a cottage or a throne ; 
May leave the worle --- to dwell alone, 
Within his ſpacious mind. 
Locke has a foul 
Wide as the ſea, 
Calm as the night, 
Bright as the day ; 
There may his vaſt ideas play, 
Nor feel a thought confin'd. 


WaArrs. 


The 
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The exerciſe and improvement of the 
intellectual powers, will probably conſti- 
tute no inconſiderable part of the employ- 
ment and felicity of man, in a future life : 
And the preſent ſtate may be regarded, as 
probationary of the underſtanding, as well 
as of the- heart. Different circumſtances 
call forth into action different virtues and 
different talents; and the perfection of the 
human character appears to conſiſt in the 
number and energy of both, which are 
found united in it. A variety in the pur- 
ſuirs of knowledge, ſhould therefore ſeem 
to be moſt conducive to the growth and 
vigour of our ſeveral faculties. For the 
activity of the mind, like that of the body, 
is increaſed by multiplying and diverſify- 
ing its exerciſes. The brawny arms of the 
blackſmith, and the ſtrong back of the 
porter, are produced by the long-continu- 
ed exertion of particular muſcles ; but ſuch 
partial ſtrength is not to be compared with 
the agility we ſee diſplayed by thoſe, who 
have almoſt every moving fibre at com- 
mand, | 


By 
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By an unwearied application to one 


branch of learning, a man may perhaps 
become a proficient in it. But the leſs 
confined his views are, the more eaſy and 
ſecure will be the attainment ; becauſe the 
ſciences, whilſt they invigorate the under- 
ſtanding, elucidate each other. It is a 
fact, I believe, not to be controverted, 
that the moſt diſtinguiſhed phyſicians, phi- 
loſophers, and metaphyſicians, in ancient 
as well as modern times, have been per- 


ſons of general erudition, The names 


of Hippocrates, Ariſtotle, Cicero, Pliny, 
Bacon, Boyle, Locke, Newton, Hoffman, 
Haller, and Prieſtley, authenticate the 
remark, and encourage our imitation. 


I cannot conclude, withaut noticing the 
illiberal cenſures we are apt to paſs on 
thoſe purſuits of knowledge, which do not 
ſeem immediately ſubſervient to the benefit 
of mankind. There are duties which we 
owe to ourſelves, as well as' to ſociety; 
and he is uſefully and honourably em- 
ployed, whatever be his ſtudy, who is ex- 
alting the powers of his own mind, and 
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qualifying himſelf, as a rational being, for 


the enjoyments of immortality. We ſhould 
remember alſo, that active talents, how- 
ever acquired, are capable, at the will 
of the poſſeſſor, of being applied to the 
moſt important purpoſes of life. The pro- 
tound mathematician, who has learned the 
habits of induſtry and accuracy, can de- 
icend from the inveſtigation of the beauty 
of ideas, and the harmony of proportions, 
to. improve the ſtructure of a machine, 
aſcertain the variations of the needle, or 
calculate a nautical almanack. The aſtro- 
nomer, antiquary, and critic, may unite 
their labours to fix the doubtful dates of 
hiſtory, by eſtabliſhing a juſt chronology ; 
or to clear the obſcurities, and to con- 
firm the evidence of the ſacred ſcriptures. 
And the naturaliſt may drop the chace 
of butterflies, and the collection of inſects,” 
to exerciſe, in his country's ſervice, the 
knowledge which he has attained of their 


ſpecies, habitudes, and properties. Not 


long fince, a kind of worms burrowed in 
the timber, uſed for ſhip-building, 1n the 
royal dock-yards of Sweden; and became 
n every 


- 
- 
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every year more numerous and deſtructive. 
The king ſent the celebrated Linnæus 
from Stockholm, to inquire into the cauſe, 
and to diſcover a remedy for this growing 
evil. He found, that the worm was pro- 

duced from a ſmall egg, depoſited by a 
fly or beetle, in the little roughneſſes on 
the ſurface of the wood; from whence 
the worm, as ſoon as is was hatched, 
began to eat into the ſubſtance of the 
timber; and after ſome time came out 
again a fly of the parent kind, leaving be- 
hind its little eggs. Linnæus knew that 
the month of May was the only ſeaſon, in 
which the ky laid theſe eggs; and he di- 
rected all the green timber to be thrown 
into the ſea, before this ſeaſon commenced, 
and to be kept under water till the end of 
it. The flies being thus deprived of their 
uſual neſts, could not jncreaſe ; and the "0 
ſpecies, in a ſhort time, was either de- 
ſtroyed, or obliged to migrate to ſome 
other part of the country. * 


* See Franklin's Obſervations and Experiments. 2 


22 2 8 Nor 
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Nor are theſe obſervations to be con- 
fined to ſcientific purſuits; for they hold 
equally true of ſkill in the mechanic arts. 
I have been informed that many of the 
workmen, who invented and executed the 
curious baubles in Mr. Cox's muſeum, 
are now employed, to the greateſt advan- 
rage, in conſtructing vaſt engines for _ 
collieries at Whitehaven. 


COWARDICE AND INJUSTICE; 
COURAGE AND GENEROSITY. 


A LITTLE boy was amuſing himſelf with a 
top, which he whipped with great ex- 
pertneſs, on the flags in one of the ſtreets 
of Mancheſter. An older and more luſty 
boy, happening to paſs that way, ſnatched 
up the top, and would have eſcaped with 
it, if the proprietor had not laid hold of 
his coat, and prevented his flight. Remon- 
ſtrances, however, were vain; and when 
the little boy offered to wreſt the top out 
of his hand, with more ſpirit than ſtrength, 
he received ſo many blows from the plun- 
derer, that he was obliged to deſiſt. Ja- 
cobus 


* 
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cobus was returning from ſchool, when he 
ſaw the combatants at a diſtance; and he 
haſtened to them, - that he might put an 
end to a conteſt ſo unequal. - But before 
he arrived, the ſenior boy, conſcious of 
his cowardice and injuſtice, and fearing to 
engage with one who was his match, 
threw down the top, and ran away with 
great precipitation. Jacobus related this 
little incident to his father ; and informed 
him, that the boy, whom he had put to 
flight, was a terror to all others, inferior 
to himſelf in ſize and ſtrength. Euphro- 
nius liſtened to his ſon with pleaſure ; and 
explained to him the nature of property, 
and the baſeneſs of depriving another of 
his right, either by fraud or violence. He 
then repeated the following ſtory, to diſ- 
play the union of courage with generoſity ; 
and to ſhew, that it is even below brutality 
to attack without being provoked, or to 
take undue advantage of the feebleneſs of 
an adverſary, 


* I remember a certain perſon inhu- 
* manly caſt a poor little dog into the den 


Q3 --  _ 
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« of a lion, in full aſſurance of ſeeing 
him immediately devoured : But, con- 
e trary to his expectations, the noble ani- 
© mal not only ſpared the victim, but ſoon _ 
* honoured him with particular affection. 
% He regarded the dog, as an unfortunate 
ce fellow-priſoner, which, on his part, from 
« motives of gratitude, was conſtantly 
« fawning about his generous lord. They 
© long lived together in uninterrupted 
c peace and friendſhip; one watched, 
ce whilſt the other ſlept. Firlt the lion fed, 
« and then his humble companion. In a 
« word, the magnanimity of the one, and 
cc the gratitude of the other, had united 
cc them in the cloſeſt manner: But a care- 
ce Jeſs ſervant, forgetting that other crea- 
ce tures required food as well as himſelf, 
cc left the two friends twenty-four hours 
cc without victuals. At laſt, recollecting 
« his charge, he brought them their uſual 
« proviſion ; when the dog eagerly catched 
te at the firſt morſel. But it was at the 
«« expence of his life: For the hungry lion 
e inſtantly ſeized his poor companion, and 
te cruſhed him to death, The perpetra- 

; tion 


il 
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* tion of this horrid deed, was inſtantly 
tc ſucceeded by a ſevere and painful re- 
<« pentance. The lion's dejection daily in- 
<« creaſed. He refuſed his food, with he- 
< roic obſtinacy, and voluntarily famiſhed 
* himſelf to death. 


A CONV E Aa 3 43-4: 0 


Honour and ſhame from no condition riſe. 
Pop E. 


8 HARISSA Was about fifteen years of 

age. Nature had given her a high 
ſpirit, and education had foſtered it into 
pride and haughtineſs. This temper was 
diſplayed in every little competition which 
ſhe had with her companions. She could 
not brook the leaſt oppoſition from thoſe 
whom ſhe regarded as her inferiors; and 
if they did not inftantly ſubmit to her in- 
clination, ſhe aſſumed all her airs of dig- 
nity, and treated them with the moſt ſu- 


* See Count Teflin's Letters to the Prince Royal of 
Sweden, Vol. I. p. 194. 


Q4 percilious 
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percilious contempt. She domineered 
over her father's ſervants; always com- 
manding their good offices with the voice 
of authority, and diſdaining the gentler 
language of requeſt. Euphronius was walk- 
ing with her yeſterday, when the gardener 
brought her a noſegay, which ſhe had or- 
dered him to collect. You blockhead ! ſhe 
cried, as he delivered it to her ; what ſtrange 
flowers have you choſen, and how auk- 
wardly have you put them together ! Blame 
not the man with ſo much harſhneſs, ſaid 
Euphronius, becauſe his taſte 1s different 
from yours! He meant to pleaſe you ; and 
his good intention merits your thanks, and 
not your cenſure. Thanks! replied Sac- 
chariſſa, ſcornfully. He is paid for his ſer- 
vices, and it 1s his duty to perform them. 
And if he do perform them, he acquits 
himſelf of his duty, returned Euphronius. 
The obligation is fulfilled on his fide; and 
you have no more right to upbraid him 
for executing your orders according to his 
| beſt ability, than he has to claim from 
your father more wages than were cove- 


nanted to be given him. But he is a poor 
dependant, 
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dependant, ſaid Sacchariſſa, and earns a 
livelihood by his daily labour. That live- 
lihood, anſwered Euphronius, is the juſt 
price of his labour; and if he receive no- 
thing farther from your hands, the account 
is balanced between you. But a generous 
perſon compaſſionates the lot of thoſe, who 
are neceſſitated to toil for his benefit or 
gratification. He lightens their burthens; 


treats them with kindneſs and affetion; - 


ſtudies to promote their intereſt and hap- 
pineſs; and as much as poſſible conceals 
from them their ſervitude, and his ſuperi- 
ority. The diſtinctions of rank and fortune 
he regards as accidental; and though the 
circumſtances of life require that there 
ſhould be hewers of wood, and drawers of 
water, yet he forgets not that mankind are 
by nature equal ; all being the offspring of. 
God, the ſubjects of his moral government, 
and joint heirs of immortality. A con- 
duct directed by ſuch principles, gives a 
maſter claims which no money can pur- 
chaſe, no labour can repay. His affection 


can only be compenſated by love; his 
WE kindneſs, 
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kindneſs, by gratitude; and his — 
by the ſervice of the heart. 


Sacchariſſa heard theſe remonſtrances 
with aſtoniſhment ; and was ſhocked at the 
idea of being degraded to an equality with 
her father's domeſtics. Euphronius per- 
ceived the emotions of her mind ; and thus 
continued the converſation. In the farm 
and ſtructure of their bodies, you muſt 
acknowledge that they bear a perfect re- 
ſemblance to you. Perhaps you will con- 
feſs alſo, that they excel you in health, 
ſtrength, and agility. They can endure 
the heats of ſummer, and the rigours of 
winter; the cravings of hunger, and the 
fatigues of labour; whilſt you ſhiver with 
the ſummer's breeze, obey every call of 
appetite, and are incapable of toil or hard» 
ſhip. Thus your more elevated ſtation 
increaſes your wants, and leſſens your per- 
ſonal abilities to ſupply them: And you 
are a dependant on the induſtry and ſkill of 
thouſands, for your food, raiment, and 
' habitation. Sacchariſſa ſtartled at the word 
dependant ; and urged Euphronius to ex- 

plain 
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plain his meaning. Remember then, ſaid 
he, that if I mortify your pride, it is in 
compliance with your own requeſt. You - 
are no ſtranger to the compoſition of bread ; 
but 1t 1s probable that you never conſidered 
how much art and labour are neceffary to 
furniſh you with this plain and common 
article of diet. The farmer and his hinds 
ſow the grain; reap it when ripe; gather 
it into the barn; thraſh it; and ſeparate 
the chaff from the wheat. Theſe operations 
require the plough, the harrow, the fickle, 
the cart, the flail, and the winnower; 
inſtruments which give employment to 
numberleſs hands, in the workmanſhip or 
materials of them. Take the plough for 
an example. It conſiſts of iron and wood. 
Iron is dug out of the bowels of the earth, 
and perhaps tranſported to us from Sweden 
or America. The ore of it 1s to be cal- 
cined, fuſed, caſt, and wrought into bars, 
before the metal 1s fitted for the artiſt, who 
is to faſhion it. Such proceſſes cannot be 
carried on without furnaces, bellows, char- 
coal, and a variety of tools and convent» 
cnces, Theſe again admit of further ſub- 

. diviſion ; 
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diviſion ; and you ſee miners, ſhipwrights, 
ſailors, ſmelters, coakers, maſons, black- 
ſmiths, &c. &c. unite their labours to 
complete the ploughſhare. 


The other part of the plough is gene- 
rally made of the wood of the aſh and of 
the oak; and employs the planter, ſeller, 
fawyer, and carpenter, beſides all the arti- 
ficers who furniſh them with their ſeveral 
implements. When the wheat is ſepa- 
rated from the chaff, it 1s put into ſacks, 
and ſent to the mill. The ſacks are manu- 
factured of hemp, which paſſes through 
a multiplicity of hands, before it reaches 
the weaver; whoſe loom, ſhuttle, and 
reed, are again the productions of a va- 
riety of artiſts. . The ſame obſervation is 
applicable to the mill ; the machinery of 
which conſiſts of ſo many parts, that it 
would be tedious to attempt the enume- 
ration of them. 


The flour being thus provided, at the 
expence of ſo much time, ſkill and induſ- 


try, it muſt be mixed with water, yeaſt, 
and 
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and ſalt, and then baked in the oven. 
Yeaſt preſuppoſes fermentation, and all 
the antecedents neceſſary to effect it. Salt 
is either obtained from ſea-water, or ſprings 
of brine; or it is found in a cryſtalline 
form in the bowels of the earth. You 
have been a witneſs, at Northwich, to the 
many operations which it undergoes; and 
to the number of men who are occupied in 
the preparation of it. The baker muſt be 
furniſhed with a ſhovel, with faggots, and 
with an oven; and each of theſe afford 
employment to different ſpecies of art and 
induſtry, 


Euphronius pauſed here, and obſerved 
with pleaſure, that Sacchariſſa appeared to 
be impreſſed by what he had delivered. 
You are ſenſible, I hope, continued he, of 
the obligations which you owe to thou- 
ſands, for every morſel of bread that you 
eat, Extend your reflections farther, and 
conſider, in the ſame manner, the other 
articles of your food, the conveniences of 
your dwelling, and all the various parts of 
your dreſs; and you will find that the la- 

Es bour 
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bour beſtowed upon you, exceeds all com- 
putation. * | 


Lou have exalted me, in my own eſti- 
mation, ſaid Sacchariſſa jocularly, by ſhew- 
ing that ſuch multitudes are employed in 
my ſervice. And your leſſon, ſo far from 
teaching humility, ſeems rather to juſtify 


what you term pride. 


Euphronius replied, that this was a 
ſtrange perverſion of his argument: for if 
a dependence on the labour and good of- 
fices of others be a real exaltation, we have 
moſt reaſon for pride in childhood, fick- . 
neſs, or in a ſtate of idiocy. Under ſuch 
circumſtances, we receive the higheſt be- 
nefit from the community, without degra- 
ding ourſelves by any perſonal ſervices in 
return. Beſides, in the preſent improved 
ſtate of ſocial life, the loweſt mechanic, as 
well as the richeſt citizen, may boaſt that 


* A pin, trifling as the value of it may be deemed, 
generally paſſes thraugh eighteen hands before it is 
completed. See Smith on the Cauſes of the Wealth 


of Nations. 
thouſands 
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thouſands of his fellow- creatures are em- 
ployed for him; and that the accommoda- 
tions of his humble cottage have coſt more 
toil and induſtry, than the palaces of many 
a monarch on the coaſt of Africa. 


The eſtate of your father, Sacchariſſa, 
was honourably acquired by your anceſtor, 
Lyſander. Your ſubſiſtence and enjoy- 
ments, therefore, are the price of his la- 
bour. But the ſubſiſtence and enjoyments 
of your gardener are the price of his own. 
With ſkill, and diligence, he cultivates 
the ſoil, and raiſes the fruits of the earth. 
You purchaſe them with the earnings of 
your grandſire; and conſume them in ſloth 
and diſſipation. Compare his condition 
with yours, in this point of light, and then 
determine which is moſt reſpectable ! 


Such reflections were ſtrange and novel 
to Sacchariſſa. She continued muling for 
ſome time; but, at length, renewed the 
converſation, by aſking whether ſhe might 


not reaſonably pride herſelf on the fuperi- 
ority over others in knowledge and power, 


which 


2 
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which education, rank, and fortune had 
given her? 


Knowledge, replied Euphronius, is in- 
trinſically valuable, as it elevates the mind, 
and qualifies us for higher degrees of feli- 
city, both in the preſent, and in a future 
life. But with reſpect to others, it affords 
no claim of diſtinction, unleſs it be applied 
to their emolument. Power, abſtractedly 
conſidered, is of little eſtimation; and 
may either dignify- or degrade the poſ- 
ſeſſor. If you wiſh to derive honour from 


it, be careful to render it ſubſervient to the 


happineſs of all around you; and enjoy 
with gratitude, not with affected ſuperi- 
ority, the exalted privilege of doing good. 
Has your mind been cultivated by a liberal 
education ? Be thankful to God, and to 
your parents; but remember, with humi- 
lity, how far your ignorance exceeds your 
knowledge. 


It is not conſiſtent with wiſdom either 
to over-rate our own attainments, or to 
undervalue thoſe of others. The gardener, 

whom 


* 
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whom you juſt now treated with ſuch con- 
rempt, is a man of ſcience, though unac- 
quainted with any branch of the belles 
lettres. He is verſed in the nature of 
ſoils, the variety of ſeeds, the habitudes of 
plants, the culture of trees, the multiph- 
cation of flowers, and in all that relates to 
the curious and important ſyſtem of vege- 
table life. The acquiſition and daily ap- 
plication of this uſeful knowledge, exer- 
ciſes and invigorates the powers of his un- 
derſtanding; and he learns to compare, to 
diſcriminate, to reaſon, and to judge with 
no leſs accuracy than the logician, the 
ſtateſman, the divine, or the philoſopher. 
Euphronius was proceeding to extend the 
obſervation to mechanics and artiſts ; but 
he was interrupted by a little incident, not 
worth relating, which put an end to the 
converſation. 


* 


IRASCIBILITY AND FALSE HONOUR, 


6 o cocks, who were traverſing their 
reſpective dunghills, with all the pride 

of conſcious dignity, happened to crow 
| R very 
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very loudly at the fame time. Each heard 
with indignation the voice of the other, 
becauſe each deemed it an inſult and a 
challenge; and honour required of both, 
that an affront ſo groſs ſhould be revenged. 
They deſcended from their dunghills, and 
with majeſtic ſteps and briſtling plumage 
met together. The engagement ſoon be- 
gan, the match was equal, and it was un- 
certain to which ſide victory inclined. A 
game cock, cooped in a pen, beheld the 
combatants, with an ardent deſire to 
ſhare the glories of the field. By accident, 
the door of his pen had been left unfaſten- 
ed ; he puſhed it open, and ran eagerly to 
mingle in the battle. Being much ſupe- 
rior to the dunghill cocks, in agility and 
ſtrength, he quickly routed and put them 
both to flight: And he exulted in the 
mighty atchievement, by crowing, ſtrut- 
ting, and clapping his wings. The ſtrength 
and courage, however, derived from the 
infamous arts of feeding, are but of ſhort 


duration. In a few hours, he was obſerved - 
to droop ; and his antagoniſts, now return- 
ing to the attack, found him feeble, puſil- 

lanimous, 
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lanimous, and fo eaſy a conqueſt, that he 
fell on the firſt onſet. | 


In the dunghill cocks you may view the 
picture of thoſe, who ſtile themſelves men 
of honour ; and the game cock will remind: 
you of many a rakiſh youth, who, inflamed 
with wine, iſſues from the tavern, to engage 
in, the firſt brawl he meets with. His 
ſtrength and courage are but the tranſient 
effects of liquor ; and being ſoon exhauſted, 
he is made to feel ſeverely the folly and 
raſhneſs of his conduct. 


| I have heard it ſuggeſted, that valour 
depends entirely on the ſtate of the bodily 
organs ; * and that a coward may be 
dieted into- a hero, and a hero into a 
coward. Though this opinion ſeems to be 
chimerical, yet it muſt be acknowledged, 
that the effects of regimen are very aſtoniſſi- 


» Puſillanimity is a characteriſtie of the inhabitants? 

of the Eaſt Indies; and it is ſaid, that they generally 
take opium before any arduous and dangerous enter- 
priſe, to give them vigour and courage. 


R 2 ing. 
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ing. Dry ſtimulating food, and evacua- 
tions, diminiſh the weight of the body, by 
waſting the fat, and leſſening the liver; 
and they increaſe the weight of the heart, 
by augmenting the quantity and motion of 
the blood. 


A game cock, in ten days, is brought 
to his athletic ſtate, and prepared for fight- 
ing. If the food, evacuations, and exerciſe 
be continued longer, the ſtrength, courage, 
and activity of the cock will be impaired ; 
owing, perhaps, to the loſs of weight falling 
at laſt on the heart, blood, and muſcles.* 


It is known from experience, that a 
cock does not remain in his athletic ſtate 
above twenty-four hours; and that he 

changes very much for the worſe in twelve 
hours. When he is in the higheſt vigour, 
his head is of a glowing red colour ; his 
neck large; and his thigh thick, and firm. 
The ſucceeding day, his complex1on 1s leſs 
glowing, his neck thinner, and his thigh 


See Dr. Robinſon on the Food and Diſcharges 


ef the Body. 
5 ſofter; 
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ſofter ; and the third day, his thigh will be © 
very ſoft and flaccid. Four game cocks, 
reduced to their athletic weights, were 
killed, and found to be very full of blood, 
with large hearts, large muſcles, and no 
fat, 


—— .... —— 
THE TIGER AND THE ELEPHANT. 


TRUE COURAGE EXERTED IN REPELLING, NOT IN 
OFFERING INJURIES. — 


1 one of the deſerts of Africa, a tiger 

of uncommon ſize, agility, and fierce- 
neſs, committed the moſt dreadful ravages. 
He attacked every animal he met with, 
and was never ſatiated with blood and 
laughter. Reſiſtance ſerved only to in- 
creaſe his ferocity ; and paſſive timidity, . 
to multiply his victims. When the foreſt 
afforded him no prey, he lurked near a 
fountain of water; and ſeized, in quick 
ſucceſſion, and with indiſcriminate cruelty, 
the various beaſts that came to drink, It 
happened that an elephant ſtopped to 
quench his thirſt at the ſtream, whilſt 
R 3 the 
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the tiger lay concealed in the adjoining 
thicker, 


The ſight of a creature ſo ſtupendous, 
rather incited than reſtrained his rapacity. 
He compared his own agility with the 
unweildy bulk of the elephant; and truſt- 
ing that he ſhould find him as unfit to 
fight, as to fly, he bounded towards him, 
and ſnatched, with open jaws, at his pro- 
boſcis. The elephant inſtantly contracted 
it, with great preſence of mind; and re- 
ceiving the furious beaſt on his tuſks, toſſed 
him up a conſiderable height into the air, 
Stunned with his fall, the tiger lay motion- 
leſs ſome time; and the generous elephant, 
diſdaining revenge, left him to recover 
from his bruiſes. When the tiger came 
to himſelf (like the aggreſſor in every 
quarrel) he was enraged at the repulle ; 
and purſuing his injured and peaceable 
adverſary, he again aſſailed him, with re- 
doubled violence. The reſentment of the 
elephant was now rouſed : he wounded the 
tiger with his tuſks, and then beat him to 


death with his trunk. 


Does 
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Does the ferocity of the tiger merit the 
honourable appellation of courage? Or 
will you not rather apply that epithet to 
the calm intrepidity of the inoffenſive ele- 
phant ? The moral diſtinction is of conſi- 
derable importance; and if it be clearly 
underſtood, you will deteſt the brutal cha- 
racter of an Achilles, whether you meet 
with it in the page of hiſtory, or in the 
tranſactions of life. 


Impiger, iracundus, inexorabilis, acer; 
Jura neget fibi nata, nihil non arroget armis. 


THE PARASITE PLANT. 


122 is a plant in the Weſt Indies, 

called the caraguata, which clings 
round the tree that is neareſt to its root, 
and ſoon gains the aſcendant, covers the 
branches with a foreign verdure, robs 
them of nouriſhment, and at laft deſtroys 


its ſupporter. 


* Hor. de Art. Poet. V. 121. 
R 4 The 
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The diſtinguiſhing characters of the 
caraguata are not confined to the vegeta- 
ble kingdom, nor peculiar to any climate. 
They are found in the human ſpecies, and 
may be obſerved in every country. The 
monarch, who exalts his own power, by 
the debaſement of the people from whom 
it is derived; the ſtateſman, who builds his 
greatneſs on the ruin of his country; and 
the profligate youth, whoſe extravagance 
reduces to penury a too indulgent father ; 
all belong to the claſs of the caraguata. 


Foo EE: io & EE "+ & 8 © 


1 was ſometimes viſited, 

at Hart-Hill, by his friend Hiero; 
the chearful, the pious, and the benevo- 
lent Hiero; whoſe life was almoſt equally 
divided between the ſtudy of knowledge, 
the exerciſes of virtue, and the enjoyments 
of devout contemplation. One evening he 
retired from the table at an early hour; 
and Julius, who happened to be preſent, 
and to be looking through the window, 


ſaw 


MORAL TALES 2 


ſaw him ſoon afterwards, open a little gate, 
at the end of the garden, and direct his 
courſe towards a ſequeſtered path, which 
he loved to frequent, Curioſity incited 
him to follow the pious philoſopher ; and, 
unperceived by Hiero, he placed himſelf 
behind the ſtump of a tree, ſufficiently 
near, to mark his words and geſtures. For 
Hiero was accuſtomed to bin aloud in his 
ſolitary walks, and was now n the 
following lines. 


At this ſtill hour the ſelf- collected ſoul 


Turns inward, and bcholds a ſtranger there 

Of high deſcent, and more than mortal rank; 
An embryo Gop; a ſpark of fire divine, 
Which muſt burn on for ages, when the ſun 
(Fair tranſitory creature of a day!) 
Has clos'd his golden eye, and wrapt in ſhades 
Forgets his wonted journey thro' the eaſt, * 


Here he pauſed ; and remained fome 
time buried in profound reflection. Then 
riſing with emotion from his ſeat, Forgive, 
he cried, oh! gracious Heaven, the impi- 
ous fear, which frailty hath ſuggeſted to my 


* Mrs, Barbauld's Poems. 
mind. 
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mind. Reaſon diſclaims the gloomy terrors 
of annihilation, and bids aſpiring hope di- 
rect her views to immortality. The ſolemn 
filence which reigns around me, and which 
fancy painted as the tmage of death, is but 
the fleep of animated nature. Soon the 
chearing beams of light will burſt, with 
reſplendent glory, from the eaſt; and the 
dawning day will awaken the creatures of 
God, to action and enjoyment. But the 
inferior ranks of beings, ſeem to be inca- 
pable of rhoſe progreſſive improvements, 
which characteriſe the human kind. Beaſts, 
birds, and inſets fill their reſpective 
ſpheres, with unvaried equality; and ge- 
neration ſucceeds to generation, without 
the advancement of a ſingle ſpecies in the 
ſcale of excellence. 


Tae ſhort period of their lives appears 
adequate to the perfection, which they 
are qualified to attain; and the Sovereign 
of the univerſe hath proclaimed to them 
his law, Hitherto hall ye go, and no farther. 
But man is never ſtationary, never ſatis- 


fied with the acquiſitions which he makes. 
| The 


5 
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The deepeſt draughts of knowledge ſerve 
only to increaſe his thirſt; exaltation in 
virtue but inflames his ambition; and his 
ſoaring ſpirit urges onward; ever ap- 
proaching to, yet ever infinitely diſtant 
from the ſtandard of perfection. 


Hiero again pauſed; and viewing with 
earneſt attention the ſpangled concave of 
heaven, he thus addreſſed himſelf to the 


ſtars, at the ſame time purſuing his walk. 


Ve citadels of light, 
Perhaps my future home, from whence the ſoul, 
Revolving periods paſt, may oft look back, 
With recollected tenderneſs, on all 
The various buſy ſcenes ſhe left below, 
Its deep-laid projects and its ſtrange events, 
As on ſome fond and doting tale that ſooth'd 
Her infant hours. * | 


He was now almoſt out of hearing, and 
Julius left his covert to follow him. But 
finding it impoſſible to conceal himſelf, 
he accoſted the philoſopher, and honeſtly 
confeſſed that he had been liſtening to his 
ſoliloquy. He apologifed for the intruſion 


* Mrs. Barbauld's Poems. 
and 
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and intreated Hiero to purſue his medita- 
tions, without regard to his preſence. 
Happy ſhall I think myſelf, continued he, 
if you can convince me of my title to im- 
mortality, 


Have you diſcovered any flaw in your 
title, replied Hiero, with his uſual com- 
placency, that you thus expreſs yourſelf 
with doubt concerning ſo invaluable a re- 
verſion ? No evidence, that I am acquaint- 
ed with, has yet been adduced by the moſt 
ſubtle ſceptic againſt a future ſtate. So 
that the probability of it is, at the firſt 
view, equal to its improbability. And if 
only a ſingle argument can be advanced in 
favour of it, the ſcale on that ſide will 
inſtantly preponderate. Your ignorance 
of the mode of exiſtence in another world, 
and of the tranſition by death, from this 
life to the next, can have no weight in the 
balance. For ignorance is neither a foun- 
dation of faith, nor of incredulity ; and if 
we reaſon from it, we are ſure to be 
involved in error. Shew an acorn to a 
Hottentot, or wild Arab, who has never 

travelled 


* 
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travelled beyond his own ſandy deſerts ; 
and inform him that it will become a lofty 
tree, with ſpreading branches: the account 
will ſeem marvellous to his untutored 
mind; and he may ſuſpend his belief of 
it, but cannot reject it as a falſhood. 


The condition of a child before its birth, 
bears very little analogy to the ſtate of 
man in his maturity : and if you can ſup- 
poſe a perſon to be ignorant that the one is 
preparatory to the other, ſuch ignorance 
would be no authority for the denial of the 


fact. 


But there are many poſitive arguments, 
on which we may juſtly ground our con- 
viction of a future life. The ardent deſire 
and expectation of it, and the dread of an- 
nihilation, which are common to all man- 
kind, may ſurely be regarded as preſump- 
tions in favour of immortality. Deſire, 
whether we judge from analogy, or from the 
moral attributes of God, ſeems to imply 
the reality of its object; and the belief of 
this reality, which has prevailed in almoſt 


every age, and nation, muſt either have ariſen 
5 from 
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from ſome divine revelation, or from its 
conſonancy to the univerſal principles of 
human reaſon.“ 


Conſcience alſo, by ſuggeſting the idea 
of a future and ſolemn tribunal, confirms 
the expectation of another life. The re- 
wards of virtue, and the puniſhments of 
vice, have generally their commencement 
here; but we look to the world that is to 


come, for their completion. 


Merit and demerit, however, do not 
always meet with proportionate rewards, 
or puniſhments, in the preſent ſtate. Suf- 


M. Michaclis, in his learned Diſſertation on the 
Reciprocal Influence of Language and Opinions, hath 
obſerved, that the Greeks made uſe of the ſame word 
(boxn, 1. papilio, 2. anime) for the foul, which in its 
primary fignification expreſſes a butterfly. For a but- 
terfly is only a caterpillar, that changes its form with- 
out dying; and bears therein a fimilitude to the ſoul, 
which continues to exiſt in its new ſtate, after the 
diſſolution of the body. It was for this reaſon that 
the Greeks firſt repreſented the ſoul hieroglyphically, 
under the form of a butterfly; and afterwards pro- 
ceeded to give it the very name of that inſect. 


fering 
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fering virtue, and triumphant vice, are 
irregularities, which we daily obſerve in 
the diſpenſations of Providence ; and they 
evidently point out an hereafter, when the 
Deity will vindicate the wiſdom, benevo- 
lence, and equity of his adminiſtration. 


It appears to be an inconſiſtency, that 
death ſhould be the final event of life; and 
that the period of exiſtence ſhould be cloſed 
with ſuffering. Pain is often ſubſervient 
to pleaſure ; and the evils which we under- 
go, for the. moſt part, contribute to our 
improvement and perfection. Shall the 
laſt pang, therefore, that we experience, 
and the greateſt in our apprehenſions, prove 
the eternal extinction of our being? Ra- 
ther, Julius, let us ſuppoſe that our paſſage 
into another world, reſembles our birth in- 
to this; that both are neceſſarily attended 
with ſome degree of pain; and that the 
maturity of the human, is but the infancy 
of the heavenly life. 


I would baniſh all /uppoition, however 


probable, ſaid Julius; and acknowledge 
the 
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the validity of no arguments ſhort of de- 
monſtration. 


Baniſh then your pretenſions to philo- 
ſophy, replied Hiero, and avow a general 
ſcepticiſm ! For how few are the truths 
which admit of demonſtration ? Probability 
is almoſt the univerſal foundation of our 
reaſoning; and the wiſeſt men are go- 
verned by it, both in their ſpeculations, 
and in the moſt intereſting tranſactions of 
life. The nature and force of evidence ne- 
ceſſarily vary with its objects; and what- 
ever be our inquiries or purfuits, we can 
expect only that kind and degree of it, 
which they are capable of affording. But 
in phyſical reſearches, we heſitate not to 
yield our aſſent to a theory, that ſolves the 
phænomena which it profeſſes to explain: 
And aſſent is heightened into conviction, 
when it appears that numerous facts con- 
firm, and no one oppoſes it. But in 
what does the theory of a future ſtate d. fer 
from that of magnetiſm or of gravitation, 
except in its tranſcendent 88 to 
mankind ? 


Julius 
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Julius made no reply. The night was 
far advanced; and Hiero, impatient to 
enjoy in folitude his own reflections, 
haſtened back to his apartment at Hart- 
Hill, 


——————O— << oO ——— — 
THE TAME GEESE AND WILD GEESE. 


wo geeſe ſtrayed from a farm yard, 

in the fens of Lincolnſhire, and 
ſwam down a canal to a large morals, 
which afforded them an extenſive range 
and plenty of food. A flock of wild geeſe 
frequently reſorted to this moraſs; and 
though at firſt they were ſhy, and would 
not ſuffer the tame ones to join them, by 
degrees they became well acquainted, and 
aſſociated freely together. One evening 
their cackling reached the ears of a fox, 
that was prowling at no great diſtance 
from the moraſs. The artful plunderer 
directed his courſe through a wood on the 
borders of it, and was within a few yards 
of his prey, before any of the geeſe per- 
ceived him. But the alarm was given, 
8 juſt 
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juſt as he was ſpringing upon them; and 
the whole flock inſtantly aſcended into the 
air, with loud and diſſonant cries. The 
wild geeſe winged their flight into the 
higher regions, and were ſeen no more; 
but the two tame ones, unuſed to ſoar, and 
habituated to receive protection without any 
exertion of their own powers, ſoon dropped 
down, and became ſucceſſively the victims 
of the fox. 


The faculties of every animal are im- 
paired by diſuſe, and ſtrengthened by exer- 
ciſe. And in man, the energy and ver- 
ſatility of the mind depend upon action, 
no leſs than the vigour and agility of the 
body. | 


—— ——— 
BEAUTY AND DEFORMITY. 


A YOUTH, who lived in the country, 
and who had not acquired, either by 
reading or converſation, any knowledge of 
the animals which inhabit foreign regions, 


came to Mancheſter, to ſee an exhibition 
of 
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of wild beaſts. The ſize and figure of the 
elephant ſtruck him with awe; and he 
viewed the rhinoceros with aſtoniſhment. 
But his attention was ſoon withdrawn from 
theſe animals, and directed to another, of 
the moſt elegant and beautiful form ; and 
he ſtood contemplating, with filent admira- 
tion, the gloſſy ſmoothneſs of his hair; the 
blackneſs and regularity of the ſtreaks with 
which he was marked; the ſymmetry of 
his limbs ; and above all, the placid ſweet- 
neſs of his countenance. What 1s the name 
of this lovely animal, ſaid he to the keeper, 
which you have placed near one of the 
uglieſt beaſts in your collection, as if you 
meant to contraſt beauty with deformity ? 
Beware, young man, replied the intelligent 
keeper, of being ſo eaſily captivated with 
external appearance. The animal, which 
you admire, is called a tiger ; and notwith- 
ſtanding the meekneſs of his looks, he is 
fierce and ſavage beyond deſcription. I can 
neither terrify him by correction, nor tame 
him by indulgence. But the other beaſt, 
which you deſpiſe, is in the higheſt degree 
docile, affectionate, and uſeful, For the 


S 2 benefit _ . 
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benefit of man, he traverſes the ſandy de- 
ſerts of Arabia, where drink and paſture 
are ſeldom to be found; and will continue 
ſix or ſeven days without ſuſtenance, yet 
{till patient of labour. His hair is manu- 
fuctured into cloathing ; his fleih is deemed 
wholeſome nouriſhment ; and the milk of 
the female is much valued by the Arabs. 
The camel, therefore, for ſuch is the name 
given to this animal, is more worthy of 
your admiration than the tiger ; notwith- 
ſtanding the inelegance of his make, and 
the two bunches upon his back. For mere 
external beauty is of little eſtimation ; and 
deformity, when aſſociated with amiable 
diſpoſitions and uſeful qualities, does not 
preclude our reſpect and approbation. 


PHILOSOPHICAL ATTENTION AND 
SAGACITY. 


A* attentive and inquiſitive mind of- 
ten derives very important inſtruction 
from appearances and events, which the 
Ry of mankind regard as trivial and 
infignificant. 
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inſignificant. Permit me, Alexis, to offer 
to you a few examples of the truth of this 
obſervation. You have frequently remark- 
ed, and perhaps admired the volubility and 
luſtre of the globules of rain, that lie upon 
the leaves of colewort, and of other vege- 
tables; but I dare ſay, you have never ta- 
ken the trouble of inſpecting them nar- 
rowly. Mr. Melville, a young philoſopher 
of uncommon genius, was ſtruck with the 
phenomenon, and applied his attention to 
the inveſtigation of it. He diſcovered that 
the luſtre of the drop is owing to a copious _ 
reflection of light, from the flattened part 
of its ſurface, contiguous to the plant; 
and that when the drop rolls over a part, 
which has been wetted, 1t inſtantly loſes all 
its brightneſs, the green leaf being ſeen 
through it. From theſe two obſervations 
he concludes, that the drop does not really 
touch the plant, whilſt it retains a mercu- 
rial appearance, but is ſuſpended by the 
force of a repulſive power. For there 
could not be any copious reflection of 
white light, fram its under ſurface, unleſs 
there was a real interval between it and the 
S 3 plant. 
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plant, And if no contact be ſuppoſed, it 
1s eaſy to account for the wonderful volu- 
bility of the drop, and why no traces of 
moiſture are left wherever it rolls. 


From this reaſoning we may conclude, 
that when a poliſhed needle is made to 
ſwim on water, it does not touch the water, 
but forms around it, by a repulſive power, 
a bed, whoſe concavity 1s much larger than 
the bulk of the needle. And this affords 
a much better explanation of the fact, than 
the common one, deduced from the tena- 
city of the water. For the needle may be 
well conceived to ſwim upon a fluid lighter 
than itſelf, ſince the quantity of water thus 
diſplaced, by repulſion, muſt be equal to 
the weight of it. And this inſtance leads 
us to a juſt and neceſſary correction of the 
hydroſtatical law, hat the whole ſwimming 
body is equal in weight to à quantity of the 
Fluid, whoſe bulk is equal to that of the part 
immerſed. For it ſhould be expreſſed, that 
' the weight of the ſwimming body is equal 
to that of the weight f the quantity of 


fluid OI by it it. 
A very 
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A very ingenious friend of mine, during 
his reſidence at the univerſity, undertook 
a courſe of experiments, to aſcertain the 
heat or. cold produced by the ſolution of 


certain ſubſtances in ſpirit of wine. When 


ever he withdrew the thermometer from 


the ſpirit, and ſuſpended it in the air, he 


uniformly obſerved, that the mercury ſunk 
two or three degrees, although the ſpirit 
of wine, in which the inſtrument had been 
immerſed, was even colder than the ſur- 
rounding atmoſphere. This fact he com- 


municated to the profeſſor of chemiſtry; 


who immediately ſuſpected, that fluids by 
evaporation generate cold; an hypotheſis, 
which he afterwards verified by a variety 
of beautiful, and deciſive trials, | 


When Sir John Pringle and Dr. Frank- 
lin were travelling together in Holland, 
they remarked, that the track ſcbuyt, or 
barge, in one of the ſtages, moved flower 
than uſual, and inquired the reaſon of it. 
Fhe boatman informed them, that it had 
been a dry ſeaſon, and that the water was 
low in the canal. He was aſked, if the 

S 4 water 


* 
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water was ſo low that the boat touched the 
muddy bottom of the canal ? to which he 
anſwered in the negative; adding, however, 
that the difference in the quantity of water, 
was ſufficient to render the draught more 
difficult to the horſe. The travellers, at 
firſt, were at a loſs to conceive, how the 
depth of the water could affect the motion 
of the boat, provided that it ſwam clear of 
the bottom. But Dr. Franklin, having ſa- 
tisfied himſelf of the truth of the boatman's 
obſervation, began to conſider it attentive- 
ly; and endeavoured to account for it in 
the following manner. The barge, in pro- 
ceeding along the canal, muſt regularly 
diſplace a body of water, equal in bulk to 
the ſpace which ſhe occupies ; and the wa- 
ter ſo removed muſt paſs underneath, and 
on each ſide of her. Hence if the paſſage, 
under her bottom, be ſtraitened by the ſhal- 
lows, more of the water mult paſs by her 
ſides, and with greater velocity, which will 
retard her courſe, becauſe ſhe moves the 
contrary way. The water, alſo, becom- 
ing lower behind than before the boat, ſhe 
- will be preſſed back by the weight of its 
difference 
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difference in height ; and her paſſage will 
be obſtructed, by having that weine con- 
ſtantly to overcome. | 


However ſatisfactory this reaſoning 
might appear to be, Dr. Franklin deter- 
mined to aſcertain the truth of it by expe- 
riment ; deeming the ſubject of conſidera- 
ble 1mportance to the inhabitants of a 
country, in which ſo many projects for 
navigable canals have been adopted. And 

he concludes, from many well-concerted 
trials, the relation of which would now be 
tedious to you, that if four men or horſes 
be required to draw a boat, in deep water, 
four leagues in four hours; five will be 
neceſſary to draw the boat, the ſame diſ- 

tance in the ſame time, in ſhallow water. 


I ſhall give you one inſtance more of the 
advantages of ſagacious attention, which 
may, perhaps, be more amuſing to you, 
than thoſe which I have recited. 

A playful boy, whoſe buſineſs it was to 
open and cloſe alternately, the communi- 

cation 
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cation between the boiler and the cylin- 
der of a fire engine, perceived that this 
trouble might readily be ſaved. When- 
ever, therefore, he wiſhed to be at liberty 
to divert himſelf with his companions, he 
tied a ſtring from the handle of the valve, 
which formed the communication, to ano- 
ther part of the machine that was in moti- 
on ; and the valve then performed its office 
without aſſiſtance. The boy's idleneſs be- 
ing remarked, his contrivance ſoon became 
known, and the improvement is now a- 


dopted in every fire engine, 
—— ä — — 
THE JOLLY FELLOW. 


8 was a young man who had 

neglected the cultivation of his under- 
ſtanding, and had made an carly ſacrifice 
of knowledge to merriment. He could 
ſing a jovial ſong, and tell a ſtory admi- 
rably; for he deſpiſed truth, when it inter- 
fered with the embelliſhments of humour. 
His ſociety was courted by the gay and 


the diſſipated; and whenever he exerted 
his 
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his talents, he ſet the fable in a roar. 
But Roderic was ſubject to ſudden revo- 
lutions of mind. At a convivial meeting, 
one day, he had been more than uſually 
lively and facetious. The Champagne 
went briſkly round ; and bottle after bottle, 
in quick ſucceſſion, was emptied and caſt 
aſide. All at once he became penſive; 
his countenance fell ; his eyes were fixed ; 
and he ſeemed loſt in meditation. The 
company rallied him, and demanded the 
cauſe of ſuch an unexpected tranſition from 
jollity to gloom. Certain ſtrange ideas, 
ſaid he, have obtruded themſelves upon 
me; and I am ſhocked to perceive how 
exactly I reſemble the bottle of Champagne 
that is before us. The anſwer was a 
myſtery. After a ſhort pauſe, he unravelled 
it. Like this bottle, continued he, I am 
only ſparkling and frothy ; the ſource of 
exhilaration, but not of ſatisfa&tion. Sick- 
neſs or misfortune, the ſtorms of life, may 
four my wit, or flatten my ſpirits; time 
will inevitably exhauſt them; and I ſhall ' 

then be put away with. contempt, as an 


empty veſſel of no intrinſic value. 
| THE 
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THE DUNG HILL COCK. 


O BSERVE that cock! faid the wealthy 


and plodding Apicius. He has found 
a way into my granary; and though he 
ſtands upon a large heap of corn, where 
he may gratify all his wants without pains 
or trouble, yet he ſcrapes with as much 
eagerneſs as if he were earning his ſcanty 
pittance on the dunghill. And is not his 
maſter, anſwered I, daily chargeable with 
the like folly, though he boaſts of reaſon, 
and ridicules the undiſtinguiſhing opera- 
tions of inſtinct? Providence has furniſhed 
him with abundance, but he toils with 
anxiety for more. He impatiently ſearches 
for new treaſures, whilſt he ſhould be en- 


joying thoſe which he poſſes: And in 


the midſt of afluence he ſuffers the evils of 
penury. 


PERSECUTION, 
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PERSECUTION, AN ANCIENT FRAGMENT. 


A was ſitting at the door of his 
tent, under the ſhade of his | fig- 
tree; when it came to paſs that a man, 
ſtricken with years, bearing his ſtaff in his 
hand, journeyed that way. And it was 
noon day. And Aram ſaid unto the 
ſtranger, Paſs not by, I pray thee, but 
come in, and waſh thy feet, and tarry here 
until the evening; for thou art ſtricken 
with years, and the heat overcometh thee. 
And the ſtranger left his ſtaff at the door, 
and entered into the tent of Aram. And 
he reſted himſelf; and Aram ſet before him 
bread, and cakes of fine meal baked upon 
the hearth. And Aram bleſſed the bread, - 
calling upon the name of the Lord. But 
the ſtranger did eat, and refuſed to pray 
unto the Moſt High; faying, Thy Lord is 
not the God of my fathers; why therefore 
ſhould I preſent my vows unto him? And 
Aram's wrath was kindled; and he called 
his ſervants; and they beat the ſtranger, and 
drove 
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drove him into the wilderneſs. Now in 


the evening, Aram lifted up his voice unto 


the Lord, and prayed unto him; and the 
Lord faid, Aram, where is the ſtranger 
that ſojourned this day with thee? And 
Aram anſwered and ſaid, Behold, O Lord! 
he ate of thy bread, and would not offer 
unto thee his prayers and thankſgivings. 
Therefore did I chaſtiſe him, and drive 
him from before me into the wilderneſs. 
And the Lord ſaid unto Aram, Who hath 
made thee a judge between me and him ? 
Have not I borne with thine iniquities, and 
winked at thy backſlidings ; and ſhalt thou 
be ſevere with thy brother, to mark his 
errors, and to puniſh his perverſeneſs ? 
Ariſe and follow the ſtranger ; and carry 
with thee oil and wine, and anoint his 
bruiſes, and ſpeak kindly unto him. For 
I, the Lord thy God, am a jealous God, and 
judgment belongeth only unto me. Vain 
is thine oblation of thankſgiving, without a 
lowly heart. As a bulruſh thou mayeſt 
bow down thine head, and lift up thy 
voice like a trumpet ; but thou obeyeſt not 
the ordinance of thy God, if thy worſhip 

be 
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be for ſtrife and debate. Behold the ſacri- 
fice that J have choſen, is it not to undo 
the heavy burdens; to let the oppreſſed go 
free; and to break every yoke? To deal 
thy bread to the hungry; and to bring the 
poor, that are caſt out, to thy houſe? And 
Aram trembled before che preſence of God. 
And he aroſe, and put on fackcloth and 
aſhes; and went- out into the wilderneſs, 
to do as the Lord had commanded him. * 


— — — — — RR 
TRUTH NEVER IMPRESSES THE MIND 
MORE FORCIBLY, THAN WHEN 


SUGGESTED BY A JUST AND 
STRIKING ANALOG. 


© ps Charles the V. had reſigned 
the ſceptre of Spain, and the im- 
perial crown of Germany, he retired to 
the monaſtery of St. Juſtus, near the city 
of Placentia, in Eſtremadura. It was feat- 


This parable is an imitation of one compoſed by Dr. 
Franklin ; if that may be called an imitation which was 
written without a fight, and from a very imperfect ac- 
count of the original. Mr. Dodſley has inſerted the pre- 
ſcnt piece in the Annual Regiſter for 2777 ; but it has 
here undergone ſome alterations. = 
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ed in a vale, of no great extent, watered 
by a ſmall brook, and ſurrounded by riſing 
grounds, covered with lofty trees. From 
the nature of the ſoil, as well as the tem- 
perature of the climate, it was eſteemed 
the moſt healthful and delicious ſituation 
in- Spain. Here he cultivated, with his 
own hands, the plants in his garden; and 
ſometimes he rode out to a neighbouring 
wood, on a little horſe, attended only by 
a ſingle ſervant on foot. When his in- 
firmities confined him to his apartment, 
and deprived him of theſe more active re- 
creations, he either admitted a few gen- 
flemen, who reſided near the monaſtery, 
to viſit him, and entertained them fami- 
harly at his own table; or he employ- 
ed himſelf in ſtudying mechanical prin- 
ciples, and in forming works of mecha- 
niſm, of which he had always been re- 
markably fond, and to which his genius 
was peculiarly turned. He was extremely 
curious with regard to the conſtruction of 
clocks and watches; and having found, 
after repeated trials, that he could not 
bring any two of them to go exactly alike, 
he 
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he refle&ted, with a mixture of ſurprize 
as well as regret, on his own folly (as 
he might alſo on his cruelty and injuſtice) 
in having exerted himſelf, with ſo much 
zeal and perſeverance, in the more vain at- 
rempt of bringing mankind to a uniformity 
of ſentiment, concerning the doctrines of 
religion. * Happy would it have been 
for Europe, if this juſt and ſtriking analogy 
had occurred to the monarch, during the 
plenitude of his power ! And happy might 
it now prove, if allowed to operate againſt 
the ſpirit of bigotry and perſecution, which 
{till actuates many individuals, and even 
large communities. | 


THE PEDLAR AND HIS 488. 


FF was noon day, and the ſun ſhone in- 

tenſely bright, when a pedlar, driving 
his aſs laden with the choiceſt Burſlem 
ware, ſtopped upon Delamere foreſt, to 
taſte ſome refreſhment. He ſar down upon 
the turf, and after conſuming the proviſions 


* Ste Robertſon's Hiſtory of Charles V. 
T in 
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in his ſatchel, emptied his dram bottle, 
and then compoſed himſelf to ſleep. But 
the aſs, who had travelled many a weariſome 
mile without taſting a morſel of food, re- 
mained muzzled by his ſide, wiſtfully 
viewing the bloſſoms of furze which grew 
in great abundance around them. Fatigue 
and heat, however, overpowered the ſenſa- 
tions of hunger, and drowſineſs ſtole upon 
him. He kneeled down, and doubling 
his legs under him, reſted upon his belly 
in ſuch a poſition, that each of the panniers 
which he carried touched the ground, and 
was ſecurely ſupported by it. But his 
ſlumbers were of ſhort duration. An angry 
hornet, whoſe neſt had been that morning 
deſtroyed, perched upon his back, and 
ſtung him to the quick. Rouſed by the 
ſmarr, he ſuddenly ſprung up, and by this 
violent motion produced a loud jarring of 
the earthen ware. The pedlar awaked in 
 _ conſternation ; and ſnatching his whip, be- 
gan to laſh the aſs with mercileſs fury. 
The poor beaſt fled from his ſtripes, and 
was heard of no more; the panniers were 
thrown off; and the Burſlem ware was 
| entirely 


MORAL TALES. 267 


entirely demoliſhed. Thus did inhumanity, 
lazineſs, and paſſion, meet with deſerved 
puniſhment. Had the pedlar remembered 
the craving hunger of the aſs, when he 
gratified his own ; or had he purſued with 
diligence his journey, after finiſhing his 
repalt, no part of theſe misfortunes would 
have befallen him: And his loſs might 
have been inconſiderable, if unjuſt ſeverity 
and raſh reſentment had not compleated 
his ruin, 
— ——— —— 


THE EE. 


A DUTCH merchant, who was ſettled 
at Batavia, procured a hive of young 

bees from Poland, that he might multiply 
the breed of this induſtrious inſect, and 
regale himſelf with honey prepared under 
his own inſpection. The bees were ſtation- 
ed in a delightful garden, of large extent, 
and furniſhed with the richeſt profuſion of 
fragrant herbs and flowers. Plenty ſoon 
corrupted their diſpoſition to labour; and 
the ſtock of honey which they collected, 
T2 during 
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during the firſt months of their ſettlement; 
was of little value. The expected winter 
did not enſue; and as they continued to 
enjoy . abundance in this happy climate, 
they became improvident of futurity, and 
were no longer at the pains to ſtore their 
cells with that food, which bountiful na- 
ture at all ſeaſons provided for them. Thus 
unfavourable was exceſſive abundance to 
the admired virtues of the bee. And no 
leſs injurious to many a well-formed youth 
is that affluence, which hath been heaped 
together by parental toil, to gratify pa- 
rental ambition; but which ſerves either 
to nouriſh ſloth, by ſuperſeding the neceſ- 
ſity of application; or to promote diſſipa- 
tion, riot, and profligacy, by giving a 
falſe direction to activity. 


AN 


MORAL TALES: 269 


A N e 


To 
THE MEMORY 


OF 
SYLVIA; 


A CHEARFUL COMPANION} 


FAITHFUL FRIEND; 
a AND 
TRUE PHILOSOPHER 
IF S$UBMISSTON To Gop, 
BENEVOLENCE TO MAN, . 
AND 
STRICT CONFORMITY TO NATURE, 
WITH UNAFFECTED INDIFFERENCE 
To 
PROFIT, POWER, OR FAME, 


BE GENUINE PHILOSOFHY, 


SHE 
MINGLED IN ALL COMPANIES, 


YET PRESERVED 


HER NATIVE SIMPLICITY OF MANNERS}; 
AND WAS CARESSED BY THE PROFLIGATE, 


WHILST SHE REPROVED THEIR 
VICES | 
BY HER GOOD EXAMPLE. 


Herz RELIG1ON 
WAS UNTAINTED WITH BIGOTRY, 


ALTHOUGH SHE DOUBTED OF NO 


ARTICLE OF FAITH: 
AN» 


— 2 — — * 


—— 
5 
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AND 

eur STEADILY MAINTAINED 
TASSIVE OBEDIENCE AND NON-RESISTANCE; 
| WITHOUT BECOMING 


A PARTIZAN IN POLITICS, 


SPOTLESS AS A SAINT 
SHE LIVED; 


AND DIED A 
MARTYR. 


Tuis MONUMENT 


BLAZONKS NO FEIGNED VIRTUES OF THE 
DEAD, 


TO FLATTER TRE VANITY OF THE 
LIVI SG; 
FOR IT 15 ERECTED, Nor To 
A WOMAN, 


BUT 
A SPANIEL, * 


Art thou offended, gentle reader, at 
this tribute to the memory of a faithful 
dog? Viſit the gardens at Stowe; and 
peruſe the lines inſcribed by Cobham to 
Signior Fido, his Italian greyhound ! 
Or if claſſic authority influence thy taſte, 
turn to the page of Plutarch, and read the 
following narration ! “ When the Atheni- 
* ans, during the war in which they were 


® Sec an account of this ſpaniel, Part 11. p. 154. 
e engaged 
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© engaged againſt the Perſians, were con- 
ce ſtrained to abandon their city, and retire 
ce to the ifland of Salamis, Xanthippus, 
ce the father of Pericles, embarked with 
« the reſt of his countrymen. His faith- 
ful dog, having been left behind, ſwam 
« after the ſhip till he reached the ſhore ; 
here the poor creature was no ſooner 
landed, than he threw himſelf down, ex- 
« hauſted with fatigue, and expired at his 
« maſter's feet. Xanthippus buried him 
on the ſpot; and as a grateful memorial 
« of his fidelity, erected a monument over 
« his grave, which remains to this day, 
« and is known by the name of Cyneſſema, 
« or the dog's ſepulchre.“ 


= > —— — — — 


IMMODERATE STUDY, 


Qor=zon had paſſed the day in very 
intenſe application to his favourite 
ſtudy. The ſhades of the evening inſen- 
ſibly ſtole upon him. He called for his 
lamp, and ſupplied it with an extraordi- 
nary quantity of oil, that it might burn 
till midnight. The flame was languid 
14 and 
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and glimmering- He added more oil - 
It yielded a ftill fainter light. Again he 
repleniſhed the lamp--- The flame became 
dimmer--- He cloſed his book; and was 
ſoon left in total darkneſs. 


Ah! ſtudious youth, uſe not with ſuch 
profuſion the ſacred oil of learning! Thus 
laviſhly applied, it will extinguiſh, not 
brighten the intellectual lamp that burns 
within thee. 


THE CANARY BIRD AND RED LINNET. 


* fine evening, in the month of 
| May, a canary bird was carried into 
the garden at Hart-Hill. The cage was 
ſuſpended by the branch of a cherry tree, 
the bloſſoms and leaves of which overſpread 
the top of it, furniſhing at once a delight- 
ful ſhade and luxurious repaſt. I fat down 
near it, on a bank of turf, and was highly 
pleaſed to obſerve how much the little 
creature ſeemed to enjoy his new ſituation. 
After fluttering his wings, hopping abour, 
and phoning the bloſſoms which preſented 

themſelves 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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themſelves through the wires of the cage, 
he at length fixed himſelf upon his perch, 
and began the moſt melodious ſong I ever 
heard. His notes were ſo tuneful, diſtinct, 
and various, that he ſoon filenced the 
muſic of a neighbouring ſhrubbery, and 
drew ſeveral. birds into the cherry tree. 
The ſong of the canary was now interrupt- 
ed by a loud chirping, which proceeded, 
as I could clearly diſcern through the leaves 
of the tree, from a red linnet perched on a 
twig, almoſt cloſe to the cage. When the 
linnet ceaſed, the canary bird ſeemed to 
reply by chirping in a ſimilar manner, but 
with more ſweetneſs and compoſure. Ima- 
gination ſoon made me acquainted with 


this new language; and I ſuppoſed the 


following dialogue to have been carried 
on between them. 


LIx NET. Silly bird! what cauſe haſt 
thou to raiſe ſuch chearful and exulting 
notes? Compare with ours thy wretched 
ſituation. And when thou vieweſt the bleſſ- 
ings that we poſſeſs, ſnew at leaſt ſome ſhare 
of wiſdom and ſenſibility, by lamenting thy 

| incapacity 
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incapacity of attaining them. To rejoice 
in calamity 1s, ſurely, the height of folly. 


Canary BIRD. Your reproofs are cruel 
and unjuſt. It is over the comforts, and 
not the evils of my ſituation, that I rejoice, 
When I ſee you roving at large, I feel the 
loſs of liberty; and as I hop from one ſide 
of my priſon to another, I often expand 
my wings, conſcious of powers which I am 
reſtrained from exerciſing. Nor am I in- 
different to thoſe ſocial pleaſures, of which 
though ſometimes a witneſs, I am never 
a partaker. But why ſhould I repine thar, 
in theſe reſpects, you are more happy than 
myſelf? As reaſonably might you com- 
plain that partial Heaven has conferred ad- 
vantages on me, which are denied to you. 
For in that ſeaſon when you are expoſed to 
hardſhip, famine, and danger, I am fed 
wich a liberal hand; ſheltered from the 
winter's cold; and protected from the 
fowler, and every animal of prey. Allow 
me then, without reproach, to expreſs my 
thankfulneſs to God in ſongs of praiſe ; to 


bear my lot with chearful reſignation ; and 
even 
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even to rejoice in that good, which, though 
withholden from me, is beſtowed upon 
others of the feathered race. 


Impreſſed with theſe ideas, I aroſe 
from my ſeat, and retired to my chamber, 
pondering the leſſon of benevolence, gra- 
tude, and contentment, which I had heard. 
My window commanded the view of a rich 
and extenſive plain, bounded by lofty 
mountains, The ſun particularly illumined 
a craggy cliff, the ſummit and ſides of 
which were covered with pine trees. Fancy 
was on the wing, and inſtantly tranſported 
me to the ſtriking ſcene. I conceived: it 
to be the reſidence of Theophilus ; and as 
I entered the favourite grove of the pious 
philoſopher, his evening meditations thus 
ſaluted my intellectual ear. Teach me 
ce to love Thee, and thy divine adminiſtra- 
« tion! to regard the univerſe itſelf as my 
ce true and genuine country, not that little 
c caſual ſpot where I firſt drew vital air. 
Teach me to regard myſelf but as a part 
*« of this great whole; a part which for its 
« welfare I am as patiently to reſign, as I 

cc reſign 
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« reſign a ſingle limb for the welfare of my 
* whole body. Let my life be a continued 
s {ſcene of acquieſcence and of gratitude ; 
* of gratitude for what I enjoy, of acqui- 
« eſcence in what I ſuffer; as both can 
cc only be referable to that order of events, 
* which cannot but be beſt, as being by 
* thee approved and choſen. 


« Inaſmuch as futurity is hidden from 
* my fight, I can have no other rule of 
* choice, by which to govern my conduct, 
ce than what ſeems conſonant to the welfare 
« of my own particular nature, If it ap- 
* pear not contrary to duty and moral 
cc office (and how ſhould I judge but from 
c what appears?) thou canſt not but for- 
« give me, if I prefer health to ſickneſs; 
tc the ſafety of life and limb, to maiming or 
e to death. But did I know that theſe 
te incidents, or any were appointed me, in 
« that order of events, by which thou 
« preſerveſt and adorneſt the whole; it 
« then becomes my duty to meet them 
« with magnanimity ; to co-operate with 
t chearfulneſs in what thou + ordaineſt; 

| ce that 
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« that ſo I may know no other will than 
<« thine alones and that the harmony of 
« my particular mind with thy univerſal, 
may be ſteady and uninterrupted through 
cc the period of my exiſtence. 


« Yet ſince to attain this height, this 
« tranſcendent height, is but barely poſ- 
« ſible, if poſſible, to the moſt perfect 
« humanity; regard what within me is 
cc congenial to Thee; raiſe me above my- 
c ſelf, and warm me into enthuſiaſm. But 
« let my enthuſiaſm be ſuch as befits a 
« citizen of thy polity ; liberal, gentle, 
rational, and humane---not ſuch as to 
c debaſe me into a poor and wretched ſlave, 
« as if thou wert my tyrant, not my father; 
much leſs ſuch as to transform me into a 
« ſavage beaſt of prey, ſullen, gloomy, 
« dark, and fierce ; prone to perſecute, to 
« ravage, and deſtroy, as if the luſt of 
« maſſacre could be grateful to thy good- 
ce neſs. Permit me rather madly to avow 
« yillainy in thy defiance, than impiouſly 
« to aſſert it under colour of thy ſervice. 
« Turn my mind's eye from every idea of 

ce this 
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«this character; from the ſervile, abject, 
« horrid, and ghaſtly, to the generous, 
lovely, fair, and godlike. 


« Here let me dwell ; --- be here my 
ce ſtudy and delight. So ſhall I be enabled, 
« jn the ſilent mirrour of contemplation, to 
« behold thoſe forms which are hidden to 
«© human eyes --- that animating wiſdom 
«© which pervades and rules the whole; 
« that law irreſiſtible, immutable, ſupreme, 
« which leads the willing, and compels 
s the averſe, to co-operate in their ſtation 
e tothe general welfare; that magic divine 
cc which, by an efficacy paſt comprehenſion, 
tc can transform every appearance, the moſt 
« hideous, into beauty, and exhibit all 
te things fair and good to Thee, Eſſence 
t Increate, who art of purer eyes than ever 
ce to bebold iniquity. 


«Be theſe my morning, theſe my evening 
«meditations --- with theſe may my mind 
* be unchangeably tinged --- that loving 
« Thee with a love moſt diſintereſted and 


e ſincere; enamoured of thy polity, and 
| cc thy 
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ce thy divine adminiſtration ; welcoming 
c every event with chearfulneſs and mag- 
© nanimity, as being beſt upon the whole, 
« becauſe ordained of Thee; propoſing 
« nothing to myſelf, but with a reſerve that 
«© Thou permitteſt; acquieſcing in every 
<« obſtruction, as ultimately referable to thy 
« providence --- in a word, that working 
ce this conduct, by due exerciſe, into per- 
ce fect habit, I may never murmur, never 
ce repine ; never miſs what I would obtain, 
ce nor fall into that which I would avoid; 
« but be happy with that tranſcendent 
« happineſs, of which no one can deprive 
« me; and bleſt with that divine liberty, 
« which no tyrant can annoy.” * 


AN EXPERIMENT. 


* o K attentively at this glaſs, and 
mark the variety of images which it 
exhibits? You will ſee in it the haughty 


„The paragraphs marked by inverted commas, 
have been copied, with a few variations, from Mr. 
Harris's Dialogue concerning Happineſs. 


and 
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and inſolent courtier, awed into gentleneſs 
by the preſence of the tyrant, whom he 
ſerves: And the tyrant diſturbed by ſuſpi- 
cion, fear and anxiety, whilſt he receives 
with ſmiles the incenſe of flattery, and 
glories in his ſplendour and power: The 
envious man tortured at the heart, yet ex- 
preſſing outward ſigns of pleaſure, when 
the merits of his rival are extolled: The 
well-educated youth, who has been ſeduced 
by vicious compamions, inwardly appalled 
during the hours of riot and jollity: The 
idle lounger, ſeemingly at eaſe, but really 
fretful, diſcontented, and unhappy. 

---You are jocular, ſaid Alexis. I ſee 
nothing but a glaſs tumbler, containing 
about two parts of water and one of oil, 
ſuſpended by a cord, and ſwung back- 
wards and forwards by your hand. The 
oil appears perfectly ſmooth and undiſ- 
turbed, whilſt the water below 1s in vio- 


lent agitation. 


And do you not perceive, anſwered 
Euphronius, a ſtriking analogy between 
ee this 


this internal ſtorm but ſuperficial calm, 
and the ſeveral characters which I have 
enumerated ? I will diverſify the alluſion, 
and vary the experiment by pouring out 
the oil, and ſupplying its place with water. 
The fluid, you obſerve, now remains tran- 
quil throughout, although the ſame motion 
is given to the veſſel as before. * Thus 
compoſure of mind may be preſerved 
amidſt the agitations and tumults of life, 
if we cheriſh no paſſions, that, like oil and 
water, are diſcordant to each other.--Alex1s 
acknowledged the propriety of theſe mo- 
ral analogies; but expreſſed his ſurpriſe 
and perplexity at the appearances from 
which they were deduced. He was deſired 
to conſider them attentively, and to exer- 

ciſe his genius in the ſolution of them, | 


——— — ——— — 


THE ROVING FISHES. 


r ſolid happineſs we prize, 
Within our breaſt this jewel lies, 
And they are fools who roam. 


* Ser Dr. Franklin's Experiments and Obſervations on Electricity. 
U OP 


* 
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Of reſt was Noah's dove bereft, 

When, with impatient wing, ſhe left 
That ſafe retreat, the ark : 

Giving her vain excurſion o'er, 

The diſappointed bird once more 
Explor'd the ſacred bark. * 


Sophronia, whoſe maternal tendernefs 
was directed by a ſolid judgment and 
well - cultivated underſtanding, had been 
repeating theſe lines to her ſon, and urging 
the difficulties, temptations, and dangers 
which await the inexperienced youth, when 
he too forwardly launches into the buſy 
world. They were enjoying an evening's 
walk; and the path which they purſued 
terminated in a beautiful pond, ſup- 
plied with water by a murmuring rill, 
that for a while ſeemed to loſe its cur- 
rent, but paſſing onwards flowed, through 
a concealed grate, into a neighbouring 
brook. Having reached the margin of 
the pond, they ſtopped to gaze at the 
ſportive fiſhes, gliding in all directions, 
with graceful eaſe, through the yielding 
element, But a large tench was obſerved 


* Cotton's Fire-Side. 
? to 
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to remain in one unvaried poſition, as if 
ſtupified with pain, or overwhelmed with 
ſorrow. Were fiſhes capable of reflection, 
I ſhould preſume, ſaid Sophronia, that the 


tench we are looking at, is mourning the 


folly and calamities of her offspring. Laſt 
week, a ſudden and unuſual ſwell of the 


brook raiſed the water of this pond above 


its level; and three young tench eagerly 


took the opportunity of eſcaping over the 


grate, and quitted with joy the confine- 
ment, to which they had ſubmitted for 


ſome time with impatience and diſcontent. - 


They ſwam down the ſtream, exulting in 


their liberty; and were juſt entering a 
ſpacious mill pool, which promiſed every 


gratification to their boundleſs wiſhes, when 
a ravenous pike ſeized upon the foremoſt, 
and terrified the others with the apprehen- 
ſion of dangers before unknown. The 
ſhallows of the pool were now ſought, for 
ſecurity; but the flood having damaged 
the dike, the water rapidly diſcharged it- 
ſelf. One of the remaining tench was left 
in a hollow, to die a painful and lingering 
death; the other, impelled by hunger, 

U 2 * 
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ſwallowed a bait, and became the prey of 
a fiſherman. Thus periſhed theſe unfor- 
tunate rovers; affording us a leſſon of in- 
ſtruction, concluded Sophronia, which it 
cannot be neceſſary either to explain or to 


apply. 
——— 


THE HISTORIAN AND THE PAINTER, 
Wer unpleaſing face is this? ſaid 
an hiſtorian to a painter, as he was 
viewing the exhibition of his pictures. 
It is the portrait, anſwered the artiſt, of a 
man whom I ſecretly deſpiſe ; and I have 
purpoſely rendered it harſh and diſagree- 
able. ---What a liberal and noble counte- 
nance, continued the learned ſpectator, 
does the picture before me diſplay ! So 
looks the original, replied the painter; 
and I have the honour to call him my 
friend and patron. --- May I not preſume, 
then, that the Venus, on the right hand, 
is the likeneſs of your miſtreſs? I confeſs 
it, ſaid the artiſt with a bluſh. But if 
paſſion and prejudice ſometimes guide my 
pencil, how much more frequently do they 
direct 
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direct your pen? I delineate chiefly for 
the eye; you for the underſtanding and 
the heart. To deceive, therefore, may be 
venial in the painter, but is criminal in 
the hiſtorian. The art of falſe colouring, 
however, is not peculiar either to you or 
to me. It is practiſed by all mankind, 
both in their judgments of themſelves and 
of others. Self-love ſtrongly incites to 
draw a flattering picture; political and re- 
ligious prejudices, though leſs forcible, are 
not leſs certain in their influence; and 
envy, rivalſhip, and hatred offer to our 
pencil only dark and diſguſting teints. 


All is infected that th' infected ſpy, 
As all looks yellow to the jaundic'd eye. 


5 * 


THE RATTLE SNAKE. 


A* European youth, ſauntering through 

a wood in Virginia, heedleſs where 
he trod, ſuddenly heard a harſh rattling 
noiſe, which ſilenced the warbling of the 
nightingales, and ſeemed to ſtrike terror 
into every living object around him. He 


U 3 looked 
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looked forward, and beheld, acroſs the 
path which he purſued, a large ſnake, with 
the head erect, the body coiled, and the 
tail, from which the ſound proceeded, in 
continual agitation. Alarmed with the 
danger that awaited him, he haſtened back 
to Williamſburgh; and was eager both 
to recount his adventure, and to give ut- 
terance to the refleftions which it had 
ſuggeſted. How wiſe, ſaid he, are the 
proviſions of the Author of nature, to 
guard his favourite, man, from whatever 
may prove noxious or deſtructive to him? 
The lion roars when he iſſues from his 
den; the wolf howls in his nocturnal ex- 
curſions; and the dreadful ſerpent, from 
which I eſcaped this morning, ſhakes his 
rattle, as he crawls along, to warn us of 
the danger that approaches. 


Ceaſe, young man, replied a venerable 
ſage, to accuſe Providence of partiality ; 
nor abuſe the wiſdom of God, by applauſes 
which are founded only on pride and igno- 
rance. The animals you have mentioned, 
inhabit many a deſert where no human 
footſtep 
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ſootſtep can be traced: How then mould : 
their inſtincts or exertions have any te- 
ference to the ſecurity of man! The lions 
roar, and the wolves howl, to rouſe the 
beaſts from their ſecret hiding places : Far 
- without ſuch diſcovery of their prey, of 
what avail would be their Ty or 
ſwiftneſs ? 


The ſnake you ſaw, produces no * 
with its tail, in the ordinary motions of his 
body; and had not a childiſh fear prevent- 
ed, you might have been a witneſs to the 
uſe which he makes of his rattle. That 
reptile feeds chiefly on ſquirrels and birds, 
which he cannot catch, without ſome artifice 
to bring them within his reach. He there- 
fore Creeps near the tree, on whoſe branches 
he perceives them ; and ſuddenly ſhaking 
his rattle, ſo affrights the poor creatures on 
which he fixes his piercing eyes, that they 
have no power to eſcape: And they leap 
from bough to bough, till, overcome 
with terror and fatigue, they fall to the 
ground, and are deyoured by their ravenous 


enemy.“ 
See Mead on Poiſons. 
Ts AN 
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AN EXPERIMENT. 


wo young beech trees, planted at 
the ſame time, in the ſame ſoil, at a 
{mall diſtance from each other, and equally 
healthy, were pitched upon as the ſubjects 
of the following experiment. They were 


accurately meaſured ; and as ſoon as the 


buds began to ſwell in the ſpring, the 
whole trunk of one of them was cleanſed 
of its moſs and dirt, by means of a bruſh 
and ſoft water. Afterwards it was waſhed 
with a wet flannel, twice or thrice every 
week, till about the middle of ſummer, 
In autumn, when the annual growth was 
ſuppoſed to be compleated, the beeches 
were again meaſured ; and the increaſe of 
the tree which had been waſhed, was found 
to exceed that of the other, nearly in the 
proportion of two to one. 


See Dr. Hales's Statical Eſſays; Mr. Evelyn's Silva; 


and the Philoſophical Tranſactions, Vol. LxvII. 


Had 
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Had you ſeen the commencement of 
this experiment, Alexis, you would pro- 
bably have ſmiled at the micety of the 
gardener, and thought his labour miſap- 
plied. But the concluſion of it will give 
you different ideas; and perhaps convince 
you, by the obvious analogy, that cleanh- 
neſs and frequent waſhing promote the 
health, vigour, and growth of the body. 
It may ſatisfy you alſo, that various minute 
attentions, in the conduct of your educa- 
tion, which at preſent may ſeem to be 
ſuperfluous and irkſome, are of real im- 
portance, by removing thoſe cauſes which 
would retard your progreſs towards manly - 
ſtrength and mental excellence. For every 
habit of aukwardneſs impairs ſome uſeful- 
power of action; and as the moſs preys on 
the nutritious juices of the beech, ſo falſe 
opinions and principles deſpoil the mind 
of a correſpondent portion of knowiedge, 

truth, and virtue. 


TRUE 
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TRUE ELEVATION OF MIND DISPLAYED IN 
CONDESCENSION AND HUMANITY. 


8¹ Philip Sydney was one of the 

brighteſt ornaments of Queen Eliza- 
beth's court. In early youth, he diſcovered 
the ſtrongeſt marks of genius and under- 
ſtanding. Sir Fulk Greville, Lord Brook, 
who was his intimate friend, and who has 
written an account of his life, ſays, 
« Though I lived with him, and knew him 
*« from a child, yet I never knew him other 
te than a man; with ſuch ſteadineſs of 
* mind, lovely and familiar gravity, as car- 
te ried grace and reverence above greater 
« years. His talk was ever of knowledge ; 
c and his very play, tended to enrich his 
% mind.” | 


He was an active ſupporter of the cauſe 
of liberty in the Low Countries, where 
he had a command, under his uncle the 
Earl of Leiceſter, general of the Engliſh 
forces employed againſt the tyrant Philip 
II. of Spain. In the battle near Zutphen, 

he 
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he diſplayed the moſt undaunted and en- 
terpriſing courage. He had two horſes 
killed under him; and whilſt mounting a 
third, was wounded by a muſket-ſhot out 
of the trenches, which broke the bone of 
his thigh. He returned about a mile and 
a half on horſeback to the camp; and be- 
ing faint with the loſs of blood, and pro- 
bably parched with thirſt, through the 
heat of the weather, he called for drink. 
It was preſently brought to him ; but as 
he was putting the veſſel to his mouth, 
a poor wounded ſoldier, who happened 
to be carried by him at that inſtant, looked 
up to it with wiſhful eyes. The gallant and 
generous Sydney took the bottle from his 
mouth, juſt when he was going to drink, 
and delivered it to the ſoldier, ſaying, 
% Thy neceſſity is yet greater than mine.” 
Sir Philip was conveyed to Arnheim, and 
attended by the principal ſurgeons of the 
camp. During ſixteen days, great hopes 
were entertained of - his recovery ; but the 
ball not being extracted, and a mortifica- 
tion enſuing, he prepared himſelf for 
death with the utmolt piety and fortitude ; 
and 
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and expired on the 17th of October, 1 586, 
in the thirty-ſecond year of his age. He 
is ſaid to have taken leave of his brother 
in theſe affecting terms : Love my me- 
* mory; cheriſh my friends; their fide- 
* lity to me may aſſure you that they are 
* honeſt, But above all, govern your will 
te and affections, by the will and word of 
« your Creator; in me beholding the end 
te of this world, with all her vanities.” * 


SPECULATION AND PRACTICE, 


cc A CERTAIN aſtronomer was con- 
7 templating the moon through his 
te teleſcope, and tracing the extent of 
« her ſeas, the height of her mountains, 
« and the number of habitable territories 
« which ſhe contains. Let him ſpy what 
he pleaſes, ſaid a clown to his compa- 
« nion; he is not nearer to the moon 


than we are.” | 
Shall the ſame obſervation be made 
of you, Alexis? Do you ſurpaſs others in 


* Sce the Britiſh Biography, Vol. vi. article Sydney. 
+ Harris on Happineſs, g 
learning, 
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learning, and yet in goodneſs remain 
upon a level with the uninſtructed vulgar ? 
Have you ſo long gazed at the temple of 
virtue, without advancing one ſtep to- 
wards it? Are you ſmitten with moral 
beauty, yet regardleſs of its attainment ? 
Are you a philoſopher in theory, but a 
novice in practice? The partiality of a 
father inclines me to hope, that the re- 
verſe is true. I flatter myſelf, that by 
having learned to think, you will be qua- 
lified to act; and that the rectitude of 
your conduct will be adequate to your 
improvements in knowledge. May that 
wiſdom which 1s juſtified in her works, 
be your guide through life! And may 
you' enjoy all the felicity which flows from 
a cultivated underſtanding, well-regulated 


affections, extenſive benevolence, and 


amiable manners! In theſe conſiſt that 
ſovereign good, which ancient ſages ſo 
much extol ; which reaſon recommends, 
religion authoriſes, and God approves. 
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